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Co-op Student of the Year Event
Wednesday, March 23, 2011, 1:00PM, Tatham Centre Room 2218

Speaking Notes for Feridun Hamdullahpur

Event background: This annual event recognizes and honours six exemplary co-op students – one from each faculty – who have contributed to both their employer and to co-operative education as a whole.

Key Participants:


Feridun Hamdullahpur, President, UW

Peggy Jarvie, CECS Director

1:00PM – Event begins

1:10PM – Feridun Hamdullahpur’s remarks (3 minutes)

· Thank you for the introduction.

· Good afternoon everyone.

· I would like to welcome the six winners of the Co-op Student of the Year awards.

· Welcome and special thanks should also go to the family members of our students here today.

· I understand that some of you have traveled quite far to be here today.

· It could not be more fitting that my first address on campus after being named president of the University of Waterloo is to our exemplary co-op students and their families.

· After all, talented, extraordinary students are the reason that the University of Waterloo exists in the first place.

· At Waterloo we believe that co-operative education benefits all Canadians – our students, our employers, and the social and economic prosperity of our nation.
· The flexibility and innovative nature of co-operative education, amplified by the talent and motivation of our co-op students, is the best marketing tool we have to let the world know about what we are doing here in Waterloo.

· If I may address our student award winners directly for a moment, let me say that your success is a reflection on this university.
· We could not be more proud of your efforts as model employees, ambassadors for Waterloo’s co-op education system, and contributors to the wellspring of knowledge that makes up our campus.

· Experiential learning is the cornerstone of this institution, and thank you so much for ensuring that Waterloo’s foundation is as strong as ever.
· These students demonstrate the potential, diversity, and significance of a co-operative education.

· Through their dedication and innovation, they performed exceedingly well under the highest of standards, embodying the Waterloo spirit.

· The six students who we are celebrating today exemplify everything that co-op is, and can be.
· We boast about our ability to produce career-ready graduates, and the award winners before you are some of the finest examples.

· Only by focusing on our students, by encouraging and fostering their success, will we keep Waterloo the national leader in co-operative education and experiential learning.

· Ladies and gentlemen, our future starts here.
· Please join me in celebrating these exemplary students. 
· Thank you. 
1:13PM – Peggy Jarvie’s remarks

Ceremony Details: Peggy Jarvie introduces winners of the Student of the Year awards. Feridun hands them their certificates

2:30PM – Event Ends

