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Orientation Opening Ceremonies Event

Monday, September 5, 2011, Village 1 Green, University of Waterloo

Speaking Notes for Feridun Hamdullahpur
Event Background: This “pep rally” event marks the beginning of the Orientation Week festivities at the University of Waterloo. This is the official welcome to the University for all first-year students.
Key Participants:

Feridun Hamdullahpur, President, UW

5:00PM – Learning cheers and travel to V1 Green

5:40PM – Cheer Off (20 minutes)

6:00PM – Emcee introduces Federation of Students executive
6:05PM – Federation of Students welcoming remarks (10 minutes)

6:15PM – Feridun Hamdullahpur’s remarks (10 minutes)

· Thank you for the introduction.

· The summer of 2011 has been a hot one! I hope you are finding ways to stay cool.

· The University of Waterloo was founded during another hot summer, all the way back in 1957.

· Fifty-four years ago, in a parking lot just up the street, the first University of Waterloo students walked into a tin-roofed portable to begin their university education on a sweltering July day.
· In fact it was so hot that summer that instructors and students alike had to strip down to their underwear just to make studying indoors bearable.  
· Those students were fortunate in that camera phones and Facebook had not yet been invented. 
· And you know what they say: “Pics or it didn’t happen.”
· That first class of Waterloo students numbered 74. Take a look around you tonight and reflect on how this university has grown.
· From 74 first year-students, to 6000, and the message is the same.
· Welcome, to the University of Waterloo!
· It is so exciting to look out at the future of this university, gathered here tonight on the Village Green.
· A veritable army of Waterloo Warriors, six thousand strong!
· You are all beginning a new chapter in your lives, and everyone at this university, myself included, want to see you succeed in all your endeavours here.
· On behalf of the University of Waterloo please let me thank you for choosing to join our educational community.
· You chose wisely. We are Canada’s most innovative and unconventional university. 
· How did we get here? Half a century ago the ground that you’re standing on was farmland. It has been said that the University of Waterloo was a product of both mud and dreams.
· But I would venture to say that this university was built through the hard work and imagination of people like you – talented students.
· We are lucky to have you! Your excellence in academics is what led to your acceptance at Waterloo in the first place.
· So, what does it mean to be a Waterloo Warrior? You may have seen some of the banners hanging along the Ring Road on campus. They help tell our story.
· The University of Waterloo was founded not out a sense of tradition but rather in “innovation, experimentation, and adventurousness.” Simply put, bold and daring is in our DNA.
· Carry that sense of adventurousness with you as you begin your educational journey with us. This university will be your home, and your home away from home, over the next four, or five years, and for some of you maybe even more years than that!
· You will quickly find that we do things a little differently at Waterloo.
· We work hard, but we also work smart. Smart work is what helped get you through the door, so I encourage you to continue to work and gain as much knowledge as possible in the years ahead.
· We emphasize unconventional approaches and innovation.
· We promote strong connections to, and collaboration with our partners in the community, with government, and with industry.
· We support the creativity and courage of our students and graduates, and our environment is one where risk-taking is encouraged, not frowned upon.
· And speaking of creativity, allow me if you will to thank the hundreds of orientation leaders who have generously donated their time and talent to make this Orientation Week one for the ages.

· Look no further than these student leaders if you want to find an example of a true Waterloo Warrior.
· Give them a round of applause, while you still have the energy to do so!

· At the University of Waterloo we are all about seizing opportunities. 
· Opportunities for our students. 
· Opportunities for Canada.
· What is that opportunity?
· To fundamentally reinvent what it means to be a university for the 21st Century. And to be a model of a new kind of university to the rest of the world.
· That’s where you come in. 
· So my advice to you is this. Be bold. Be daring.
· Help us make a better future.
· But first, help your new friends and family here at the University of Waterloo have a great Orientation Week!
· Enjoy your orientation week celebrations, meet new people, and remember, don’t let your studies get in the way of your education.
· Thank you!
6:25PM – Introduction of Playfair – a large interactive icebreaker experience
6:30PM – Playfair event (60 minutes)

