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Challenging Digital Media: The Performing Arts Conference
Thursday, September 29, 2011

Speaking Notes for Feridun Hamdullahpur

Event background: This conference will address driving forces in digital media challenging the traditions of the performing arts – dance, music, theatre – and vice versa. 
Key Participants:

Feridun Hamdullahpur, President, University of Waterloo

Feridun Hamdullahpur’s remarks (5 minutes)

· Thank you for the introduction.

· Good morning everyone.

· On behalf of the University of Waterloo and the University of Waterloo Stratford Campus I would like to welcome you to the Challenging Digital Media: The Performance Arts conference.

· Thank you so much for coming.

· The University of Waterloo is very proud to be a partner in this innovative conference through the Stratford Campus.

· I would like to thank our partners, the Stratford Shakespeare Festival and the National Arts Council, for making this event possible.

· We stand here today at the intersection between the performing arts and digital media.
· Where the information superhighway and the cultural conduits cross paths.

· And Stratford is the perfect venue for our gathering.

· Our objective is to build a world-class innovative university campus in Stratford and make it home to leading edge, innovative research and programs.

· As the president of a research university, I’m expected to speak about innovation every chance I get.

· But today we must pay credit to something without which innovation would not exist.

· That is imagination and creativity.
· Imagination leads to creativity.

· If we are not creative, we are not innovative.

· And the performing arts are one of the most compelling examples of human creativity we have.
· The goal of the University of Waterloo’s efforts in Stratford is to marry Waterloo’s innovation culture with Stratford’s strengths in arts and culture, and over the past six years we have gone from strength to strength.

· This conference is another wonderful example of how digital media and the arts are fast becoming inseparable, and that there are so many opportunities to be seized.
· Conferences like this one provoke critical and creative thinking.

· They bring the brightest minds together to inform and inspire.

· So let’s share ideas, learn and inspire one another over the next two days.
· We are here to start a conversation, because at the end of the day, conversation is at the core of the digital media revolution. 

· Thank you.
