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President’s Reception

Tuesday, October 26, 2010, 5:30PM, Engineering 5, Second Floor Foyer

Speaking Notes for Feridun Hamdullahpur

Event background: This event is hosted in honour of the generosity shown in the past year by the members of Waterloo’s prestigious giving circles and societies, as well as the support of our volunteer leaders. It will also acknowledge the close of Campaign Waterloo with a brief announcement of the final fundraising total.

Key Participants:

Feridun Hamdullahpur, president

Meg Beckel, Vice-President, External Relations (emcee)

Ian McPhee, Vice Chair, Board of Governors

Bradley Moggach, president, Federation of Students

5:00PM – Guests arrive

6:10PM – Drinks handed out for special toast

6:20PM – Meg Beckel’s remarks (2 minutes)

6:22PM – Feridun Hamdullahpur’s remarks (3 minutes)

· Thank you for the introduction Meg.
· Good evening, everyone.
· On behalf of the University of Waterloo, I would like to welcome you to our campus, and to Engineering 5.
· And to the esteemed members of our giving circles and their guests, thank you so much for being a part of our special celebration.
· Tonight we are here to give our heartfelt thanks on behalf of the University of Waterloo for your leadership, support, and loyalty.

· It is no exaggeration to say that we would not be here tonight without you.

· You are the pacesetters. 

· The opportunity seizers.

· You have kept the faith. What faith is that? Faith in Waterloo’s mission to build a better future.

· You have helped establish world-class centres and state of the art facilities.  You have helped draw the world’s brightest minds to Waterloo with fellowships and research chairs.  You have helped support the entrepreneurial and innovative students whose successes in turn fuel more support for this institution.

· Your support has been critical to our success.

· Now before I go further, I would like to thank the Dean of Engineering, Adel Sedra, for hosting us in this amazing venue tonight.
· It was only a week ago that we celebrated the grand opening of Engineering 5, and I for one enjoy this space so much that I don’t really want to leave. Can we schedule our next major event here? And the next one?
· Adel, I think you and your colleagues are going to have to get used to starry-eyed tourists wandering the halls.
· Our venue choice was a deliberate one.
· How best to illustrate the impact of visionary leadership and generosity than to showcase this fabulous building, which not only expands much-needed research space for some of our most exciting departments on campus, but that has so much of its square footage devoted to our most valuable resource, our talented students?
· This building and nine others like it, were raised - Literally raised – by many helping hands with the vision to support Waterloo’s unconventional, risk-taking ventures.
· And there are four more on the way!
· But your support goes beyond bricks and mortar, however remarkable the final product may be.
· Your gifts go to the heart of our university’s mission to build the future through innovation and experience.

· How so? Your gifts directly support the activities of our excellent students. 
· They can provide financial assistance for an international exchange, co-op awards for a student work term in another country or enterprise co-op opportunities. 

· They fund the cost of an upper-year student’s research project or provide an outstanding graduate student with a scholarship. 
· And they help to fund bursaries and entrance scholarships to attract talented young people, the best and the brightest, to Waterloo.

· Your continuing engagement in the University of Waterloo is something we value immensely, whether you can give of your time or talent.

· We value investment in Waterloo in a broad sense. It’s more than just giving financially.

· You can give by hiring one of our talented co-op students.

· You can give by mentoring a motivated entrepreneur in our VeloCity incubator.

· You can continue to be ambassadors for this university wherever your travels take you.

· In a few moments, Vice-Chair of the Board of Governors Ian McPhee will be leading a toast to Campaign Waterloo.

· The sun has set on that remarkable campaign, but our work, and our need, continues.

· At Waterloo we like to say that ideas start here. Look around you tonight and imagine the ideas that are going to get their start here, the researchers and the students who will be both inspired, and supported, thanks to your vision.

· Thanks to you, we can continue to make the future, one idea at a time.
· Thank you so much for supporting Waterloo.
6:26PM – Ian McPhee’s remarks (3 minutes)

6:29PM – Meg Beckel’s remarks (2 minutes)

6:31PM – Bradley Moggach’s remarks (1 minute)

6:32PM – Meg Beckel’s remarks (1 minute)

7:30PM – Guests depart

