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Engineering 6 Grand Opening Celebration
Friday, October 28, 2011, 10:30AM, Engineering 6 Building

Speaking Notes for Feridun Hamdullahpur

Event background: The purpose of this event is to celebrate the official grand opening of the Engineering 6 building.
Key Participants:

Peter Braid, Member of Parliament, Kitchener-Waterloo 
The Honourable John Milloy, Minister of Community and Social Services and Government House Leader, MPP Kitchener Centre 
Feridun Hamdullahpur, President, University of Waterloo  

Adel Sedra, Dean, Faculty of Engineering, University of Waterloo (emcee)
Tom Duever, Chair of Chemical Engineering, University of Waterloo 

Drew Higgins, graduate student, Faculty of Engineering 
Don Schmitt, Principal, Diamond Schmitt Architects
10:30AM – Adel Sedra’s remarks (5 minutes)

10:35AM – Peter Braid’s remarks (5 minutes)

10:40AM – Adel Sedra’s remarks (1 minute)

10:41AM – John Milloy’s remarks (5 minutes)

10:46AM – Adel Sedra’s remarks (1 minute) – Adel introduces Feridun Hamdullahpur

10:47AM – Feridun Hamdullahpur’s remarks (5 minutes)
· Thank you for the introduction, Adel.

· Good morning, everyone.

· This is a very exciting day for the University of Waterloo, and for Waterloo Engineering. 
· I am happy that our friends in the federal and provincial governments as well as members of the university community could join us today to celebrate the opening of our newest engineering building.
· To give you a sense of what we’ve accomplished together, let me take you back 53 years. If you had been standing on this spot in 1958, you would have looked around and seen nothing but farmlands, and one building – the Schweitzer Farm House.

· But the university’s founders had a vision, and that landscape was about to be transformed. In 1958, construction began on our very first academic building – the Chemical Engineering building, now known as Engineering 1 or the Doug Wright Building.

· Over the years Engineering grew, and the Department of Chemical Engineering grew with it. It is now one of the largest chemical engineering departments in Canada. 
· Now we celebrate the opening of Engineering 6 – a new home for Chemical Engineering, with lots of space – 113,000 square feet of space – for faculty and students, research and teaching.
· Adel has described the history of this building project. I’d like to talk about the building’s impact on the university, and on the world at large.
· First of all, Engineering 6 provides new facilities for research groups in Chemical Engineering, in important areas such as biochemical and biomedical engineering, green reaction engineering, polymer science and engineering, and nano-biomaterials.
· Next, the construction of Engineering 6 will allow the Doug Wright building to be renovated to meet the growing needs of Civil and Environmental Engineering.

· Finally, by expanding the amount of teaching and research space available, the building is making room for Engineering as a whole to grow, expanding teaching and research capacity faculty-wide.
· The founders’ original vision has been carried forward in Engineering’s Vision 2010. The vision is ambitious: to make Waterloo Engineering one of the top engineering schools in North America.

· That aligns with the university’s goals as set out in the Sixth Decade Plan.
· It also aligns with Ontario’s innovation agenda and Canada’s national science and technology strategy, both of which this university is proud to support.

· The ongoing and expanded research that will take place in Engineering 6, and across the faculty, will harness the power of engineering to solve real-world problems.

· Our increased capacity will also help to create the advances in science, technology, and the environment that are needed if Ontario and Canada are to continue to be productive and competitive.
· And the greater numbers of master’s and doctoral students we will be able to accommodate will help produce the complement of highly qualified and talented people who are needed to transfer these new advances into the economy. 
· I would like to underscore the great importance of the funding that we have received through the Knowledge Infrastructure Program to create this new building. 
· The value of this financial support goes far beyond the dollar figure. It’s an investment that will yield returns many times over, by strengthening Waterloo's ability to meet growing demand for enrolment in high-tech fields and by giving our innovative research programs room to grow.

· On behalf of the university, I thank the federal and provincial governments for so generously supporting the University of Waterloo and Waterloo Engineering. 
10:52AM – Adel Sedra’s remarks (1 minute)

10:53AM – Don Schmitt’s remarks (5 minutes)

10:58AM – Adel Sedra’s remarks (1 minute)

10:59AM – Tom Duever’s remarks (5 minutes)

11:04AM – Adel Sedra’s remarks (1 minute)

11:05AM – Drew Higgins’s remarks (3 minutes)

11:08AM – Adel Sedra’s remarks (3 minutes)

11:11AM Refreshments served, media interviews, guests mingle, tours begin.

Photo Op: Peter Braid, John Milloy, Feridun Hamdullahpur, Adel Sedra, Don Schmitt, Tom Duever, and Drew Higgins move to the front entrance for a ceremonial ribbon cutting.

12:00PM – Tours end, guests depart
