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Hong Kong Alumni Event

November 4, 2011, 7:30PM, Regal Kowloon Hotel

Speaking Notes for Feridun Hamdullahpur

Event background: This is an annual event for UW alumni in Hong Kong and the surrounding area.

Key Participants:

Feridun Hamdullahpur, president, University of Waterloo

Danny Ying, President, Hong Kong Alumni Association

7:30PM – Danny Ying’s remarks (10 minutes)

7:40PM – Feridun Hamdullahpur’s remarks (15 minutes)

[Slide 1 – Title]
Thank you for the introduction, Danny. Good evening everyone.

[Slide 2 – Feridun and Campus]

It is wonderful to be making my first visit to the People’s Republic of China as president of the University of Waterloo. Thank you all for welcoming me so warmly.

I would also like to thank Danny Ying and the Hong Kong Alumni Association for hosting this event.
I am so proud to be able to address our vibrant alumni community here in Hong Kong. You are the University of Waterloo’s touchstone of activity and engagement and when we travel the world speaking about our alumni and their strong connections to Waterloo, your name is the first to come up.

[Slide 3 - Hong Kong Office]
And that makes it all the more exciting that my itinerary includes the opening of our new office right in the heart of Hong Kong. This satellite office gives us a tremendous advantage by allowing us to connect more directly and purposefully with our valued Chinese partners. 
The Manager of the Hong Kong Office will visit local schools and assist with our recruitment efforts, and work with companies to develop co-op jobs and support co-op students, become an engaged member of the HK community, work with alumni and donors to build our scholarship funds for Chinese students, and support the work of the Waterloo Alumni Association in HK.  And here is our hard-working Alumni Executive!
[Slide 4 – Hong Kong Alumni Executive]
The University of Waterloo is proud of its tradition of engagement with China – as of the Fall of 2010, we had almost 2,900 students from China studying with us, a number that makes up 41 per cent of our international student complement. We have a vibrant relationship with our Hong Kong alumni going back more than 30 years.

[Slide 5 – What’s new at Waterloo]
One of the reasons to organize this celebration is to re-acquaint you with what’s going on in Waterloo. And I have very exciting updates to share. We are in the midst of a season of grand openings. 
[Slide 6 – Mathematics 3]

Mathematics 3, opened on October 21, has provided a new home for Waterloo’s Department of Statistics and Actuarial Science – which includes, by the way, one of the largest and most highly regarded actuarial science programs in the world. 
And it’s provided a locus for the faculty’s growing roster of business-related programs. Do we have any Math grads in the room?
[Slide 7 – Environment 3]
Environment 3, our newest building for our Faculty of Environment that will house our School of Planning and the School of Environment, Enterprise, and Development, will be celebrating its opening on November 18.
This four-storey 57,000-square-foot LEED ® targeted Platinum building features include a two-storey living wall, patio and green rooftop garden, wetland wastewater treatment area, solar power system, and much more.
Do we have any Environment grads with us? What do you think of this new building?
[Slide 8 – Engineering 6]
Opened on October 28th, Engineering 6 is a new home for Chemical Engineering, with 113,000 square feet of space – for faculty and students, research and teaching.
Tell me, engineering grads, is this building up to your rigorous standards?
[Slide 9 – Quantum-Nano Centre]
The Mike and Ophelia Lazaridis Quantum-Nano Centre, which has been under construction since 2009, is set to be opened in the spring of 2012.
The 250,000 square foot quantum-nano centre will also be the new home of the Institute for Quantum Computing and the Waterloo Institute for Nanotechnology.
[Slide 10 – Warrior Field]

We now have an artificial turf playing field with lights, scoreboard, and a 1,400 seat grandstand on our North Campus. This is Warrior Field. We would love to have you all back for a Warrior football game!
[Slide 11 – R&T Park Sign]

And in honour of my predecessor The Right Honourable David Johnston, we celebrated the renaming of our University of Waterloo Research + Technology Park in recognition of His Excellency’s contributions to the university.

The establishment of our 120-acre R&T Park in 2002 brought together the very best of the Waterloo community. Today we have innovative success stories that put our city on the map as a tech giant with tech advocacy groups working to attract more major players to this community. 
And the next generation of entrepreneurial students, graduates, and university faculty members who want to turn ideas into innovations.
With eight buildings completed or under construction, the park is home to 55 tenants, including Open Text, Sybase, Research In Motion, and nearly 30 start-ups being incubated in our world-renowned Accelerator Centre.
[Slide 12 – The Hub]
We also opened the Hub, growth space for VeloCity, in downtown Kitchener across the street from our Downtown Health Sciences Campus. You may recall that Velocity is our mobile-media incubator for entrepreneurial students. We actually had a $1million donation earlier this year from a former Velocity resident –Ted Livingston who founded a successful start-up company Kik. 
The Hub is home to Google Canada’s new office, among the many tenants that include university start-ups and spinoffs. At the Hub our most entrepreneurial students can rub shoulders with world-changers like Google and local success stories like Desire2Learn, founded by Waterloo engineering alumnus John Baker.
These are just a few of the many exciting developments that are ongoing at our campus in Waterloo. Thanks to the support of alumni, we are making the world sit up and take notice.

[Slide 13 – Times Higher Education]
The Times Higher Education rankings released its first reputational ranking this year and the University of Waterloo made it into the top 100 universities in the world by reputation.
Times Higher Education has also released discipline-specific rankings, ranking the top 50 faculties in the world. In the Engineering and Technology Faculty rankings, the University of Waterloo ranked 48th, tied with Kyoto University in Japan.
And nationally, the annual Maclean’s rankings released just last week show that the University of Waterloo has been ranked as having the best reputation of any Canadian university in 18 of the past 20 annual rankings, and this is the 20th consecutive time that Waterloo has been ranked Canada’s top university for innovation.
But we cannot rest on our laurels simply because we like what we’re hearing from these sources.

The most recent QS Top University rankings placed the University of Waterloo at 160th in the world, when last year we were ranked 145th.

We merely maintained our showing in the most recent Shanghai Rankings, in the 151st to 200th category cluster.

And in this year’s Times Higher Education World University Rankings, a separate ranking from their reputational rankings, we finished outside of the top 200 universities in the world.

The University of Waterloo’s overall goal is to achieve a level of excellence in research and teaching, compatible and comparable with the world’s top 100 universities. So we’re not quite where we want to be yet.

So how will we get there? All this growth and momentum on our campus that I have just mentioned is one way. But there’s more. 
[Slide 14 - Research Excellence and Partnerships at Waterloo]

We will improve our standing in the rankings by focusing on key areas where we believe we can make an impact, both in Canada and in places like China.
[Slide 15 – Aging research]

Aging – We recently announced a new centre of excellence for research, training, and innovation in senior health care and wellness. 
This initiative came about thanks to a visionary private sector leader - Ron Schlegel, president of Schlegel Villages, who has engaged in an ambitious partnership with the University of Waterloo and the Ontario government to create a 192-bed long-term care home on the University of Waterloo’s northwest campus.

Improving the quality of life and care for an aging population needs to be a priority and requires strong partnerships like this one which brings together academia, industry, and government partners to drive relevant research forward.

And with our growing activity in China, we plan to share these research finding and best practices with our partners there to help them deal with their demographic challenges.
[Slide 16 – Tobacco]
Health Promotion is another area where the University of Waterloo has been gathering incredible strength.
Waterloo’s International Tobacco Control Policy Evaluation Project, led by Psychology professor Geoffrey Fong, tracks 23 countries that make up more than half of the world’s population.

One of those countries is China, where 300 million people smoke, including over 50 per cent of China’s male population, and one million people die from smoking-related illnesses every year. This is a staggering figure, and it is increasing.
Professor Fong is working with the China Centre for Disease Control and Prevention to conduct large surveys of smokers in 7 cities in China.  His results regarding warning labels, smoke-free laws and tobacco taxes are directly influencing the creation of policies that effectively reduce smoking.

[Slide 17 – Water]
Water Research – our water efforts in China go back quite a few years. 
From 2002 to 2007, our Faculty of Environment led the Ecoplan China project in collaboration with Nanjing University, a project created to help Chinese coastal communities manage urban development pressure in environmentally sustainable ways.
We have also delivered training to the Guangxi Provincial Water Resources Bureau via our Sino-Canadian College in Nanjing.

We have also marked several successful visiting scholarships for Chinese professors in Waterloo, so you could say our water expertise is flowing back and forth between our two countries.
[Slide 18 – Financial Risk Management]

Our School of Accounting and Finance graduates the largest number of accounting academics in Canada and has an unparalleled reputation for excellence in accounting and finance education. Another finance success is WatRISQ - a world-class centre for research and advanced training in quantitative finance, insurance and risk management.
WatRISQ recently signed a Memorandum of Understanding for Academic Collaboration with the School of Management and Engineering at Nanjing University. This memorandum establishes the Sino-Canadian Institute for Financial Engineering and Risk Management, or SCIFERM.

[Slide 19 – Quantum Research]

We are home to the Institute for Quantum Computing and close partner to the Perimeter Institute for Theoretical Physics, with whom we partnered to bring the Waterloo Global Science Initiative and the Equinox Summit: Energy 2030 conference to Waterloo in June of this year.

This conference brought together some of the brightest minds in energy research from around the world, including researchers and students from our own campus.

We are reaching out to tap into expertise all over the world, including Asia.
For example, the Nanyang Technological University of Singapore is one of the only other universities in the world with a similar strength in quantum research as the University of Waterloo.

While we are competing with them internationally for physicists, we are also sending Waterloo postdocs over to Singapore as part of a global exchange.

And I will be visiting Singapore on November 9th to seek further opportunities for collaboration.

[Slide 20 – Foundational Pillars]

How can we keep this momentum going and ensure our success? We have six foundational pillars:
· Academic excellence;
· Research excellence and impact;

· Co-operative education;

· Internationalization
· Graduate studies; and

· Entrepreneurship
Our intention is to build on these strengths. And since we are reaching the mid-point of our 6th Decade Plan next year, the time is right for a review of our priorities, our ambitions, and our achievements.

[Slide 21 – Mid-Cycle Review]
This mid-cycle review is casting a wide net campus wide for feedback from students, from staff, from our faculty, and from our alumni. 

We’re seeking feedback from all constituents including our valued alumni. A link to a survey has been emailed to more than 67,000 alumni around the world, and we are very interested in your feedback about where you think we are as a university, and where we should be going.
You may have already received a link to the online survey, but if you haven’t I encourage you to visit our website, and to go a step further and send us your thoughts by emailing us at the address you see on the screen.
[Slide 22 – Final]
We need your feedback. And your help! The university appreciates and values the commitment of you, our alumni, who support Waterloo by opening doors of opportunity to, and hiring our co-op students.

By referring a student. By providing us with much-needed advice about, and promoting the University of Waterloo in this part of the world. And by providing financial support to the best of your ability.
These three 2011 Scholarship recipients are most grateful for your support which has assisted them in attending Waterloo. 
By supporting us, you add value not only to our institution but also to your own Waterloo degree. Together we can build a better future for our countries – China and Canada.

Thank you all so much for coming this evening and thank you for your continued support of the University of Waterloo.

I look forward to meeting each and every one of you tonight. Have a wonderful evening.
