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Environment 3 Opening Celebration
Friday, November 18, 2011, 10:30AM, Environment 3 Building Atrium
Speaking Notes for Feridun Hamdullahpur

Event background: The purpose of this event is to celebrate the opening of the Environment 3 building.
Key Participants:

Feridun Hamdullahpur, President, University of Waterloo

Dr. André Roy, Dean, Faculty of Environment (Master of Ceremonies)
Peter Braid, Member of Parliament, Kitchener-Waterloo

The Honourable John Milloy, Minister of Community and Social Services and Government House Leader

Don Gordon, Senior VP Operations, Cooper Construction Limited

Kevin Knapp, Student, Faculty of Environment

10:30AM – André Roy’s remarks (5 minutes)

10:35AM – Peter Braid’s remarks (5 minutes)

10:40AM – André Roy’s remarks (1 minute)

10:41AM – John Milloy’s remarks (5 minutes)

10:46AM – André Roy’s remarks (1 minute)

10:47AM – Feridun Hamdullahpur’s remarks (5 minutes)

· Thank you for the introduction, André.
· Good morning, everyone.
· What a wonderful day for the University of Waterloo, and for our Faculty of Environment. And what a wonderful achievement we see represented here, in this atrium.
· I am happy that all of you can be with us to help celebrate the opening of our new environment building.
· You only have to look around at this impressive space to realize that this project was truly transformational for both the faculty and the university.
· Environment 3 is on track to achieve LEED Platinum certification. It will be one of a small number of public or university buildings in Canada to be certified at that level.
· That is remarkable, and it’s something in which we can take pride.
· But it is also appropriate, given the stature of our Faculty of Environment since its founding more than 40 years ago, and its history of leading by example.
· Dean André Roy has done an excellent job of describing the history of the project and outlining what areas of the faculty are housed in this new space. I’d like to talk for a few moments about the broader impact of the building. 
· First of all, it is providing increased research and teaching space for our faculty members, as well as for graduate and undergraduate students.
· That space was badly needed. Environment is one of the fastest growing faculties on campus. In fact, in the last ten years it has doubled its enrolment. 
· In the last ten years this faculty has also:

· Created new research centres, such as the Interdisciplinary Centre on Climate Change; 
· Added new research chairs, including chairs in water policy and environmental finance; and

· Launched a long list of new undergraduate and graduate-level programs, many of them unique in Canada, including an award-winning environment and business degree program. 
· I would like to emphasize what Dean Roy has already mentioned, and that is the importance of the funding we have received through the Knowledge Infrastructure Program to create this new building. 
· Obviously, this funding is important to the university. Growth in the environment faculty will help us achieve our strategic goals of increased internationalization, research intensity, and teaching capacity.
· But this funding is also an investment that will strengthen Canada’s capacity to tackle some of today’s most urgent environmental concerns.
· Researchers at Waterloo aim to discover new knowledge and refine best practices in key areas of concern such as clean water, sustainable energy, and climate change.
· Our graduates are also among our most important products. It is they who will respond to the world’s sustainability challenges with what they’ve learned at Waterloo. They represent our environmental future.
· Judging by the quality of our environment students and grads, I believe we have cause for optimism.
· At the same time, this investment helps us to increase Canada’s knowledge advantage by providing new opportunities for research into green technologies. 
· And as always, Waterloo’s entrepreneurial culture will help to move research results and talented grads from the academy to the marketplace. 
· It is only through partnerships such as this that we will be able to realize our vision of building a sustainable future for our community, the province of Ontario, and Canada as a whole.
· On behalf of the university, I thank the federal and provincial governments for so generously supporting the University of Waterloo and the Waterloo Faculty of Environment. 
10:52AM – André Roy’s remarks (1 minute)

10:53AM – Don Gordon’s remarks (5 minutes)

10:58AM – André Roy’s remarks (1 minute)

10:59AM – Kevin Knapp’s remarks (3 minutes)

11:02AM – André Roy’s remarks (3 minutes)

11:05AM – Refreshments served, media interviews, guests mingle

Photo Op: Peter Braid, John Milloy, Feridun Hamdullahpur, André Roy, Don Gordon, and Kevin Knapp move to the front entrance of Environment 3 for ceremonial ribbon cutting.

12:00PM – Tours end, guests depart.
