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CERC Announcement
Monday, November 28, 2011, 10:30AM, Institute for Quantum Computing

Speaking Notes for Feridun Hamdullahpur

Event background: The federal government will be announcing an expansion of the Canada Excellence Research Chairs program. This is not an announcement of new recipients, instead just highlighting a new round of competition that will see 10 new chairs filled.
Key Participants:

Feridun Hamdullahpur, President, University of Waterloo

Gary Goodyear, Minister of State for Science and Technology

Peter Braid, MP, Kitchener-Waterloo

Dr. George Dixon, Vice-President, University Research (master of ceremonies)

Derek Burney, Chair, CERC Selection Board (TBC)

Shirley Tilghman, Co-Chair, CERC Selection Board (TBC)

David Cory, Canada Excellence Research Chair in Quantum Information Processing

Ray Laflamme, Executive Director for the Institute for Quantum Computing and Canada Research Chair
10:35 a.m.
WELCOMING REMARKS by George Dixon, who then introduces MP Peter Braid (1 minute)

10:36 a.m. 
REMARKS by MP Peter Braid, who then introduces Minister Goodyear (2 minutes).

10:38 a.m. 
REMARKS by Minister Goodyear (5 minutes.)

10:43 a.m.
GEORGE DIXON thanks Minister Goodyear and introduces Feridun Hamdullahpur, President University of Waterloo (1 min.)
10:44 a.m.
REMARKS by Feridun Hamdullahpur (3 min.)

· Thank you for the introduction, George.

· Welcome, Minister Goodyear. And welcome to all our special guests.
· Good morning, everyone. And it is a very good morning; I think we can all agree, after hearing what the Minister has had to say.

· I want to thank the Minister for choosing the University of Waterloo as the place to make this important announcement.

· The Canada Excellence Research Chairs program was established to bring the world's most accomplished and promising researchers to this country. 

· The federal government is to be commended for providing such an unprecedented level of support for research and innovation in Canada.

· These CERC researchers will greatly increase the sum of the world’s knowledge. They will develop new solutions to some of today’s most pressing problems.

· They will also sharpen the edge of Canada’s global competitiveness — for the good of all Canadians, and the good of the world. 

· We at Waterloo are proud to be part of this prestigious initiative.

· The CERC program has been particularly valuable to this university. When the first CERC chairs were announced last year, 19 chairs were awarded to 13 universities.

· Two of those chairs were awarded to Waterloo. That was a distinction that reflected well on this university’s research strength and capacity.

· Waterloo’s first CERC chair-holders, Dr. David Cory and Dr. Philippe Van Cappellen, were chosen because they are researchers with stellar international reputations. Their important and innovative work is known worldwide. 

· We are, of course, standing in Professor Cory’s lab. David holds the Canada Excellence Research Chair in Quantum Information Processing. 
· His work will contribute toward the world's first generation of practical quantum devices — new technologies with applications in medicine, communications, biochemistry, physics, and nanoscience.

· Our second chair holder is Dr. Philippe Van Cappellen, Canada Excellence Research Chair in Ecohydrology. His research will lead to the development of tools and guidelines that will help us to better manage our precious water resources, by balancing the needs of people and natural ecosystems.

· We are fortunate to have these world-class researchers here at Waterloo.

· Thanks, once again, to the federal government and the CERC program for making their presence here possible. 

10: 47 a.m.
GEORGE DIXON thanks the Feridun Hamdullahpur and welcomes Brent Herbert-Copley, vice-president, Research Capacity, SSHRC, to the stage (1 min.)

10:48 a.m.
REMARKS by Brent Herbert-Copley, vice-president, Research Capacity of SSHRC, talks about the CERC program (3 min)

10:51 a.m.
GEORGE DIXON thanks Brent Herbert-Copley and invites Derek Burney, Chair of CERC Selection Board, and Shirley Tilghman (via teleconference), Co-Chair of CERC Selection Board, to speak (TBC) (1 min.)

10:52 a.m. 
DEREK BURNEY offers remarks on CERC program (TBC) (2 min.)

10:54 a.m. 
George Dixon thanks Derek Burney and invites David Cory to the stage. 

10:55 a.m.  DAVID CORY, talks about his research and benefits of the CERC program (3 min.)

10:58 a.m.
GEORGE DIXON thanks Dr. Cory and guests for attending. He invites guests to enjoy the refreshments provided. He then invites the media, photographer and key participants (including both CERCs (Dr. David Cory and Dr. Philippe Van Cappellen) for a tour of Dr. Cory’s lab located nearby, and a photo-op. (2 min.)

11:00 a.m. 
GEORGE DIXON escorts Minister Goodyear and other VIPs on a tour of Dr. Cory’s lab.

11:10 a.m.
MINISTER GOODYEAR is escorted to the main entrance of the RAC building and departs 

