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Second Year A Success








The Historic Places Initiative 











The second year of the Heritage Resources Centre’s (HRC) Historic Places Initiative (HPI) project has come to a close.  We would like to thank all of the individuals and groups who have helped the project succeed.  We could not have completed the remarkable number of nominations without your help! 





The Heritage Resources Centre nomination team was initiated by Professor Robert Shipley and operates out of the Heritage Resources Centre at the University of Waterloo.





In January 2007, the HRC organized an action team that has been responsible for assisting municipalities in completing nominations for selected heritage sites within and surrounding the Grand Heritage River Corridor. 





This action team has consisted of high school and university students, co-op students and recent graduates. 





Due to the enormous success and recognition the project has experienced, the team will continue its operations for its third year in 2009!








Newsletter Credits:


Created By: Martha Fallis


Edited By: Kayla Jonas











Since the launch of the Historic Places Initiative (HPI) in 2003 by the federal government, steady progress has been made in the effort to standardize the methods for historic place recognition across the country, create a national register and introduce new programs for heritage conservation.  All of the provinces and territories have joined the program and various projects are underway to achieve the goal of promoting a better understanding of Canada’s historic places.








In 2006 the Ontario Ministry of Culture, with funding from Parks Canada, began a series of pilot projects in partnership with educationally-based research centres to raise awareness of heritage assets in the Province of Ontario and to help communities nominate designated heritage properties to the Canadian Register of Historic Places.





The University of Waterloo’s Heritage Resources Centre (HRC), 








in collaboration with the Ministry of Culture, and participating municipalities is currently undertaking a project to nominate heritage properties within Southern Ontario to the Canadian Register of Historic Places.





To access the Register please visit: www.historicplaces. ca


The website has a listing of the designated properties in Canada as well as themed tours and fact sheets on heritage.  























Goals of the Project
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The HRC nomination team operates based on five specific goals:





1. To continue to increase the number of places in Ontario nominated for inclusion on the Canadian Register of Historic Places. 





2. To train and provide experience to the skilled heritage workers of the future.





3. To build the capacity of municipal staff, heritage committee members and others in completing the Historic Places Initiative documentation processes.





4. To encourage local councils to plan and budget for the completion, ongoing maintenance and upgrading of their heritage property registers.











5. To increase local interest in and knowledge of the Historic Places Initiative.














The red dots represent the municipalities the HPI project has worked with over the past two years





Development of the Project








The team began operations in January of 2007. The Heritage Resources Centre had not previously worked on nominating properties to the Canadian Register of Historic Places, but thought it was a worthwhile endeavor. 


With funding from the Ontario Ministry of Culture, Parks Canada, Region of Waterloo and City of London, the team’s first members were hired. These members, who are still invested in the project today, wrote the team’s first nominations for the Canadian Register of Historic Places.  These nominations were written based on training from the Ontario Ministry of Culture and followed the Documentation Standards created by Parks Canada.  


With the training and guidance the team had, they were able to develop a set of templates and create a standardized process which became the basis for all nominations written by the team.   


The team began nominating properties within the Grand River Watershed, however the ability of the team to quickly complete well-drafted nominations led to the expansion of work outside of the initial project area. 














During the second year of operation, the team participated in many community outreach initiatives, trained young heritage workers, wrote their 500th nomination, engaged new local municipalities, increased capacity of local planners and heritage committee members, and received media recognitions for all of their hard work.  





The team has engaged 14 municipalities over the past year and has completed 283 nominations for the Canadian Register of Historic Places. This exceeded the original goal of 275 nominations. 














Through the efforts of the Heritage Resources Centre’s HPI Project, 25 communities in the Grand River Watershed over the past two years will be well-represented on the Canadian Register of Historic Places.








The HPI team reached their 500th nomination in 2008!





Highlights of Second Year











Community Outreach








allocated time slot HPI was discussed as conservation from the grassroots level.    





ACO/CHO/CAHP Conference





The HPI team attended the “Landmarks not Landfill” Heritage Conservation Conference.  The team displayed their poster board.  It was an excellent opportunity for the team to network and promote the success of the project.














The Historic Places Initiative Team participated in many community events throughout 2008.  


Ontario Heritage Week February 18-24 2008


Team members from the HPI Project attended two events to promote the Historic Places Initiative and network with other organizations.  The first event was Heritage Day at the Conestoga Mall in Waterloo. The second event was the GRCA** Please spell out all of GRCA Heritage Day at Six Nations. 


Heritage Resources Centre Lunch and Learn


The HPI Project was presented at two separate Lunch and Learns.  The first was presented to a number of employees at the Ministry of Culture.  The lunch and learn outlined the work of the Heritage Resources Centre in general, with�specific focus on the Historic Places Initiative.  The second Lunch and Learn was held at the University of Waterloo.  The purpose of the presentation was to provide information about local heritage initiatives and create connections within and between the university community.


ICOMOS Conference





The Historic Places Initiative Project was discussed during the Canadian Experience Panel at the ICOMOS conference held in Quebec City.  During the





  











    











In addition to the regular Heritage Resources Centre staff, the HRC has trained a variety of young heritage workers in drafting nominations to the Canadian Register of Historic Places.


For the second consecutive year the HPI team was able to hire a Summer Experience Program Student for seven weeks during the summer phase of the project. This was made possible through the Heritage Resources Centre in cooperation with Community Heritage Ontario (CHO) and the Ministry of Culture. 


This year the successful candidate was Beatrice Tam a second year Planning student from the University of Waterloo.  During her seven weeks Beatrice learned the importance of the designation and nomination sites as well, the benefits of listing these sites on the Canadian Register of Historic Places.  


She drafted over twenty nominations to the Canadian Register, wrote an article on her experiences for the Community Heritage Ontario newsletter, wrote an article for the University of Waterloo Daily Bulletin, accompanied the team on tours and municipal presentations and shadowed Chris Mahood at the Ministry of Culture offices in Toronto.  


Beatrice’s experiences over the summer led to part time employment on another heritage project based out of the HRC.














Training Young Heritage Workers








“I am very grateful for this opportunity to both read about and visit historic sites, as it has broadened my perspective on heritage planning”


 – Beatrice Tam





The HPI team achieved an important milestone in July 2008 drafting their 500th nomination to the Canadian Register of Historic Places.  Summer Experience Student Beatrice Tam wrote the 500th nomination which was the Beatty House in the Town of Halton Hills.  The team would like to thank all those involved in reaching this benchmark from Parks Canada, the Ministry of Culture, City of London, the Region of Waterloo and the Heritage Resources Centre 








This milestone could not have been achieved without all of the help and support from participating municipalities.  








500th Nomination!





Chelsey Tyers, Paul Dubniak, Kirsten Pries and Beatrice Tam celebrating the 500th nomination in July 2008
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Due to the immense success of the project resulting from the hard work and dedication of the Heritage Resources Centre nomination team, the project has received many media recognitions.


Goderich 


The Municipal Heritage Committee in Goderich wrote a letter of support to the Heritage Resources Centre acknowledging 


the nominations of 57 West Street and the West Street Heritage Conservation District as valuable resources in the Town Hall restoration and proposed addition. 


 University of Waterloo


The University of Waterloo recognized the team’s effort through an article about the team’s 500th nomination on the daily bulletin.


Huron Expositor


The Municipality of Huron East’s participation resulted in an article in the Huron Expositor about the Historic Places Initiative and the properties that will be represented on the Canadian Register.  


   














Media Recognition 











The HPI Team


Top stairs: Martha Fallis, Chelsey Tyers, Kayla Jonas


Bottom stairs: Paul Dubniak and Chris Mahood (MCL Advisor)








The Heritage Resources Centre would like to extend our deepest thanks to all of those who made this project possible over the past year.  The project would not have been so successful without your support and cooperation.  


The HRC also gratefully acknowledges the financial contributions and support of the 


Ontario Ministry of Culture and Parks Canada.


The team will continue its operations into 2009 and looks forwards to working with all of our partners in the future. 


We also look forward to working with many new municipalities over the next year!














Thank you!















































