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International Studies Two-Year Progress Report: May 2013 

Brian Orend, Director 

The last strategic review of International Studies was submitted in 2010, and the Director is 

pleased to present this two-year progress report. 

1) Action Taken Since Last Report 

a. As mandated by Central Administration (in the interests of rendering consistent the 

requirements of all options/minors), the International Studies Option (ISO) has now been 

transformed into the International Studies Minor (ISM). The Minor requires the completion of 

one core course (INTST 101, “Introduction to International Studies”), and seven electives (from 

a vast range of courses, offered by many departments/faculties). Any student, in any UW 

program, can register for (and graduate with) the ISM. 

b. The major thing mentioned in the last review was how, at the time, the Accounting and 

Financial Management (AFM) program, was starting to require INTST 101 for all of its 

incoming first-years. That arrangement began in the Fall of 2011 and has continued since, to 

success. As a result, enrolments in the core course have skyrocketed, and many Teaching 

Assistants have been employed. INTST 101 now gets offered every year as follows: 

Every Fall: 

●2 on-campus sections, reserved exclusively for 1
st
 year AFM students (These sections 

require 6-8 TAs, paid for by AFM). 

●1 on-line section, open to all UW students (This section requires 2-3 TAs, paid for by 

the Dean of Arts). 

Every Winter: 

●1 on-campus section, open to all UW students (This section requires 2-3 TAs, paid for 

by the Dean of Arts). 

Enrolments: 

On-campus section enrolments for INTST 101 since 2010 have been as follows: 

Fall 2010    71 

Fall 2011  157 (Section 1) 

Fall 2011  159 (Section 2) 

Winter 2012    75 
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Fall 2012  130 (Section 1) 

Fall 2012  170 (Section 2) 

Winter 2013  114 

Online section enrolments for INTST 101 since 2010 have been as follows: 

Winter 2010    67 online 

Winter 2011    70 online 

Fall 2011    68 online 

Fall 2012    81 online 

There has been success handling the growth in the core course, INTST 101. International Studies 

in total—for the past two years—has taught approximately 475 students per year. Compared to 

the 2010 total of 138/year, this represents more than a 224% growth in core course enrolments 

since the last report. 

From employing ~ 2-3 TAs per year (prior to 2010), International Studies now employs ~ 10-12 

TAs per year, providing valuable experience and resume/CV-building for some of our top senior 

undergrads. 

c. There has also been continued growth in the numbers of those graduating with the ISO/ISM.  

2006: 2 

2007: 16 

2008: 20 

2009: 24 

2010: 38 

2011: 26 

2012: 50 

In the 10 years 1999-2009, an average of 13.8 students per year graduated with the ISO; in the 

past 3 years, from 2010-2012, an average of 38 students per year have graduated with the 

ISO/ISM. This represents an increase of 175% of those graduating with this credential.  

d. The textbook mentioned in the last Strategic Review has been published. Introduction to 

International Studies came out with Oxford University Press in Fall 2012. 
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2) Recommendations Not Acted Upon, But Action Planned 

-none 

3) Recommendations No Longer Considered Appropriate 

-none 

4) New Ideas 

a. The ISM continues to serve a constituency at the University: those who wish to add the word 

“International” to their diploma, but without the commitment required by a Major in such 

disciplines as Political Science or History. The ISM is open to any student at UW, and is taken 

by a very diverse group of majors. It remains highly relevant to UW’s self-declared 

“Internationalization/Globalization” mandate. 

b. The growth in those graduating with the ISM credential is heartening, but the real opportunity 

seems to revolve around the core course. The only limits to its growth are those necessitated by 

course caps and TA funds: indeed, a follow-up 102 course could easily be created, leading to a 

coherent and content-full year-long experience in international studies for the students. The sky 

is the limit, in terms of the potential growth of this course. 

c. There has been informal discussion of what to do with Interdisciplinary Programs moving 

forward, especially in terms of forging alliances with established traditional departments. For 

example, Legal Studies is now with Sociology. If this is made UW policy, the question arises as 

to natural partners for International Studies. Philosophy would make a natural fit. (We have a 

number of faculty with international- or global research interests, plus Philosophy has helped the 

Director out informally with International Studies over the years, making for some connection 

already.) But grouping International Studies with foreign languages might also make some sense 

(this is what, e.g., Texas A + M has done in the past 2 years—putting International Studies 

together with all the foreign languages to create a new “super-department” of International 

Studies (wherein they have 800 majors!)). Some thought might be put into such considerations 

prior to the next, or as part of the next, strategic review. 

d. The online course ought to be updated to keep up with changing international content, and 

there will be planning for this over the next couple of years. This task would require course relief 

for the instructor.  


