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Executive Summary 

External reviewers found that the Computer Science (BCS, BMath, Minor, MMath, PhD), 

Computer Science - Data Science (BCS), Business Administration and Computer Science 

(BBA/BCS), Computing (Option) delivered by the David R. Cheriton School of Computer Science 

were in good standing. 

The programs examined in this review are excellent and have national 

recognition for content and execution. The co-op programs are attractors 

nationally to first-rate students and industrial partners. 

A total of four recommendations were provided by the reviewers, regarding community building, 

equity, diversity and inclusion, and curriculum review. In response, the program created a plan 

outlining the specific actions proposed to address each recommendation as well as a timeline for 

implementation. The next cyclical review for this program is scheduled for 2027-2028.

Enrollment over the past three years 

BCS BCS BMath BMath CS Minor 

Honours Honours Honours Honours 

Co-op Co-op 

2021-2022 187 2490 42 125 7 

2020-2021 217 2584 44 180 27 

2019-2020 297 2126 58 180 107 

Based on Active Student Extract in Quest, accessed September 9, 2022. 
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Postdoctoral Affairs; Dean of the Faculty of Mathematics; Faculty Associate Dean of 

Undergraduate Studies; Faculty Associate Dean of Graduate Studies; Faculty Associate Dean of 

Cooperative Education; Director of Computer Science, as well as faculty members, staff and 

current undergraduate and graduate students. The Review Team also had an opportunity to meet 

with representatives from the library, and Co-operative Education. 

Following the site visit, the external reviewers submitted a report on their findings, with 

recommendations. Subsequently, the program responded to each recommendation and outlined 

a plan for implementation of the recommendations. Finally, the Dean responded to the external 

reviewers' recommendations, and endorsed the plans outlined by the program. 

This final assessment report is based on information extracted, in many cases verbatim, from the 

self-study, the external reviewers' report, the program response and the Dean's response. 

Program Characteristics 

Undergraduate programs 

Bachelor of Computer Science {BCS) 

The School's flagship undergraduate degree program is the Bachelor of Computer Science (BCS), 

which is direct entry from high school and can be completed in either a regular or co-op stream. 

It allows students to develop a solid understanding of computer science with the flexibility to 

choose from a wide range of courses in this area. 

Bachelor of Mathematics - Major in Computer Science [BMath {CS)] 

The School also offers a Bachelor of Mathematics with a Major in Computer Science [BMath (CS)], 

which allows students to study Computer Science with a larger combination of Math courses (and 

is offered in both regular and co-op). The BMath/CS is a direct-entry program. 

The differences between the BCS and the BMath(CS) are summarized here. Students are able 

to switch from one program to the other. 

BCS (Data Science) 

Beginning in September 2017, the University of Waterloo introduced two Data Science programs: 

the BCS (Data Science) and the BMath (Data Science). Both programs are offered jointly by the 

Department of Statistics and Actuarial Science and by the David R. Cheriton School of Computer 

Science. Students in the two plans graduate with a background in both computer science and 

statistics, taking a combination of required and elective courses that together provide a solid 

foundation in this emerging area. 
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AFIW Administrative Dean/Head (For AFIW programs only) 

Faculty Dean 
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2021-28 

Date 

21 September 2023 

Date 

Date 

Date 

Note: AFIW programs fall under the Faculty of ARTS; however, the Dean does not have fiscal control nor authority 

over staffing and administration of the program. 

July 11, 2023 

Associate Vice-President, Academic Date 

(For undergraduate and augmented programs) 

On behalf of the Associate Vice-President, Graduate Studies and Postdoctoral Affairs 

26 September 2023
Mark Giesbrecht
Dean, Faculty of Mathematics
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