
A DAY IN THE LIFE    
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This is the main door to access 
the school which is open from 
Mon to Fri 8:30am to 4:30pm. 
The security office is visible and 
accessible here. 

Inside the main entrance is the 
Atrium. The Cummings Lecture 
Theatre and E-classroom are 
located here, with access to the 
Library and administration offices 
on the second floor. 

Standing by the doors that exit to 
the terrace provides a sweeping 
3 story view of the Atrium. The 
main lecture hall is on the left, 
the e-classroom to the right. 

Usually set up as a lounge and 
waiting area on this day a thesis 
defence is in progess.  

MAIN ENTRANCE  | 7 MELVILLE ATRIUM

LOOKING WEST TO MELVILLE ATRIUM SECOND FLOOR

MAIN ENTRANCE AND ATRIUM 02.



VIEW FROM HERE
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This view from the second floor shows the windows into the third 
floor studio. On the second floor the hallway to administration on 
the left and the library on the right. There is a casting presentation 
happening in the Stantec Gallery outside the e-classroom on the 
main floor.

STANTEC GALLERY

ARCHITECTS CHALLENGE CONVENTION 
AND THRIVE IN ADAPTABLE  SPACES
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This is the main lecture hall, there is seating for 
135 with additional standing / seating space in 
the mezzanine. Equipped with a cinema projector 
many classes and public lectures happen here. 

CUMMINGS LECTURE THEATRE 

MAIN CLASSROOMS | LEARNING SPACES

This is a seated classroom; each seat has electrical 
outlets to charge laptops, presenters use the 
whiteboard and projector to conduct classes. 

E-CLASS ROOM 

The AV booth at the back of the lecture hall houses 
all the equipment including wireless microphones.
With minimal training a presenter can make 
presentations and record their lectures.

MAIN FLOOR LECTURE SPACES
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A well-equipped workshop 
allows all Architecture students 
to experience the pleasure of 
making things. This may include 
scale models of architectural 
designs, full-scale constructions, 
or other objects such as furniture 
and light fixtures.

Pictured here is is the Digital lab, 
dedicated to the investigation and 
use of computational design and 
fabrication technologies in the 
design and construction of the 
built environment.

FABRICATION LABS

The space has become an ad-
hoc installation space and hosts 
electives.

THE FOUNDERS LOUNGE

MAIN FLOOR LEARNING SPACES
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Design at Riverside is open to the 
public and is the public face of 
Waterloo Architecture. The gallery 
is dedicated to architecture and 
design and acts as a learning and 
exhibition space.
 
 For certain exhibitions Waterloo 
Architecture will collaborate with 
the Cambridge Public Library 
system.

DESIGN AT RIVERSIDE GALLERY



HAND BUILT
MACHINE BUILT 
DESIGNED BY YOU

FABRICATION LABS

FABRICATION LABS
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The design+fabrication labs are places to work with 
real materials and manufacturing processes. They are 
well equipped with both hands-on analog equipment 
and computer driven digital technologies like CNC 
routers, laser cutters, 3D printers and robotics that 
introduce new ways of approaching architecture 
through its direct connection to materiality and the 
construction process. Safety is always a primary 
objective in any of the fabrication activities with 
appropriate training and protocols provided ensuring 
all environmental and safety standards are observed.

Fabrication staff assist students with their projects, 
provide instruction on the safe use of equipment 
and maintain the facility. The fabrication labs are 
accessible 24/7, however certain activities and 
equipment are only available with appropriate staff 
supervision.



The name “Musagetes” (pronounced “Mews-a-get-ease”) was the 
Greek god Apollo’s title as protector and supporter of the Muses. 
Musagetes Library offers a variety of learning and leisure spaces.

This public space is a branch of the University of Waterloo Library 
and supports the teaching and research of students and faculty 
at Waterloo Architecture.

UNIVERSITY OF WATERLOO LIBRARY

MUSAGETES LIBRARY

SECOND FLOOR

• Books, journals, fi lms and 
databases covering a wide 
variety of subjects relating to 
architecture and design, as well 
as history, art and literature.
• An environmentally-controlled 
Rare Book Room housing one of 
Canada’s best collection of rare 
books on architecture and design.
• We are a full-service branch 
library, with hours designed to 
accommodate student schedules.

MUSAGETES LIBRARY



MEETING ROOMS 
& SECOND FLOOR 
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grade display on a media cart  with 
web cam for video conferencing. 
This space is used for faculty 
meetings, co-op interviews and 
lunches on special occasions. 

This south facing room has black 
out blinds and a 75” Samsung 
display on a media cart. This 
display is sought out for use in 
the Loft and Design at Riverside. 
Also, there are 2 Mackie powered 
speakers with 3.5mm audio input. 

With 22 PCs equipped with 4K 
displays and Rhino, V-Ray, Autodesk 
software, Adobe Creative Suite 
(Photoshop, InDesign, illustrator, 
etc.) and Microsoft 365.

The students have 24 hour 
access to the computer lab.

This space is equipped with Lowel 
quartz halogen lighting, seamless 
background paper and a 9’ wide 
shooting table.

This space is sought out as a 
presentation space as it can be 
completely darkened.

WARD ROOM (2008) VENTIN ROOM (2026)

COMPUTER LAB PHOTO STUDIO

SECOND FLOOR RESOURCES 08.



Students, staff and faculty all have access to 24 
hour equipment loans. Point & Shoot camera’s, 
DSLR’s, projectors, tripods, audio recorders, 
compact high definition video cameras, loud 
speakers, speaker stands, microphones and 
portable desktop  projectors.

For instructional use ACM has 50” displays 
mounted on media carts, one equipped with a 
computer and webcam for video conferencing.

ACM also has a wide range of display adapters 
to accomodate the wide range prestenters 
personal equipment. 

The first thing you run into when you enter into 
ACM is the supply store.  This provides students 
with a convenient location to purchase basic 
architectural supplies such as adhesives, 
drafting supplies, writing instruments, papers 
and boards, sketchbooks and basswood.

Large format printing up to 36” wide is done in 
house at ACM.

Help desk activities run the gamut from key 
access, setting up email, setting up printing 
acounts and trouble shooting presentation 
equipment.

The helpdesk is staffed by ACM and is available 
to answer student, staff, and faculty computing 
questions. Equipment loans are handled through 
the help desk.

HELP DESK

ARCHITECTURE COMPUTING 
AND MEDIA

ACM | SECOND FLOOR RESOURCES
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The loft is a large open space with large moveable partitions. North 
facing skylights flood the space with soft ambient light. 

LEARNING, EVENT & REVIEW SPACE

LOFT & LOFT GALLERY

THIRD FLOOR RESOURCES

It is common for the loft to be 
divided into 3 to 5 review spaces. 
Visiting faculty, adjunct professors, 
TA’s & instructors congregate in 
the loft & loft gallery to review and 
offer critique on assignments.

The Loft is also used as an event 
space such awards banquets, 
celebrations and tradefairs.

ADAPTABLE  |  FLEXIBLE 



STUDIO,
YOUR OWN 
CREATIVE SPACE
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You will be designing from the 
day you begin your studies. Desk 
reviews are conducted at stages 
throughout the design process 
with the support of a dedicated 
team of design professors and 
graduate teaching assistants. 
Faculty are personally invested 
in the success of the students at 
Waterloo Architecture.

Surrounded by windows with a 
view to the atrium and loft, the 
studio is a controlled access 
private space for students to 
create, build and collaborate.

Hand drawing is taught as a design 
skill. Hands on analogue work 
improves spacial awareness and 
exercises hand eye coordination. 
This is further enhanced by 
building 3D analogue models.

THIRD FLOOR 11.



PROJECTS 
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The 2nd year studio challenges 
notions of “How might we live” in 
the City of Today and Tomorrow. 
Instructors: David Correa & 
Dereck Revington

Students taking a break during 
construction of pow wow arbor 
which creates a shaded canopy 
for a series of drum circle groups, 
who provide the heartbeat for the 
pow wow ceremony.  

Phil Kline’s Unsilent Night is an 
event held in more than 30 cities 
around the world.

In 2019 student run F_RM Lab 
created Glitch, reminiscing on the 
collective memory of the town of 
Galt.

We like to open our doors and 
invite new comers, students and 
families in to see our facilities and 
creative work. Student volunteers 
are on hand to answer questions 
and assist with tours. Student 
groups are present to talk about 
their initiatives.

HOW MIGHT WE LIVE DESIGN BUILD PROGRAM

UNSILENT NIGHT OPEN HOUSE

PROJECTS SPECIAL EVENTS - FOCUS ON STUDENTS UNSILENT NIGHT - “GLITCH “ BY  F_RM LAB OPEN HOUSE - GALT PUBLICATIONS VOLUNTEERS

HOW MIGHT WE LIVE - EXHIBITION AT BRIDGE CENTRE FOR ARCHITECTURE AND DESIGN DESIGN BUILD - INSTRUCTORS JOHN MCMINN, PAUL DOWLING

12.



ROME
WATERLOO ARCHITECTURE | ROME
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In 1979 the University of Waterloo School of Architecture 
inaugurated its Rome Program for fourth year students. The 
program has provided over 1,000 Canadian architecture students 
with an opportunity to live and study in the eternal city, arguably 
the richest architectural environment on earth.

Extensive tours are a part of the Rome experience including
the South Field Trip to Cuma, Baia, Pompeii, Capri, Paestum 
and Sperlonga; The Tivoli Trip to Villa D’Este and Hadrian’s Villa)
The Villas Trip  to Caprarola, Bagnaia; The North Field Trip to 
Palazzo Pubblico in Siena, Palazzo del Te in Mantova, Brion Vega 
Cemetery by Carlo Scarpa and of course a tour of Modern Rome.

 ABOUT THE ROME PROGRAM

13.



The Rome Studio can house a full cohort in The Rome Studio can house a full cohort in 
two studios on the second and third floor of two studios on the second and third floor of 
the 17th century palazzo.the 17th century palazzo.

  As is generally the case with Roman palazzi, As is generally the case with Roman palazzi, 
ours is a mixed-use building. A famous ours is a mixed-use building. A famous 
restaurant (Sabatini) occupies the ground restaurant (Sabatini) occupies the ground 
floor, while the Waterloo studio shares the floor, while the Waterloo studio shares the 
main floor with several residential units.main floor with several residential units.

  The intention to establish a studio in The intention to establish a studio in Rome was Rome was 
originally based on the school’s commitment originally based on the school’s commitment 
to architecture as a cultural field, its strength in to architecture as a cultural field, its strength in 
areas of architectural history and urban design areas of architectural history and urban design 
and its desire to participate in architectural and its desire to participate in architectural 
culture at an international level.culture at an international level.

The Waterloo program is blessed with a unique studio space. It 
is located on the main floor of a 17th century palazzo at the east 
end of Piazza Santa Maria in Trastevere. This square is free of 
vehicular traffic and is the centre of one of the most lively and 
characteristic areas in Rome.

PIAZZA SANTA MARIA IN TRASTEVERE

THE ROME STUDIO

WATERLOO ARCHITECTURE | ROME



This student-run initiative is committed to 
engaging the Waterloo School of Architecture, 
local community and broader network through 
Art, Design and Architecture.

BRIDGE CENTRE FOR 
ARCHITECTURE + DESIGN

WATERLOOARCHITECTURE.COM/BRIDGE/

The Bridge store front at 36 Main St. in 
Cambridge was first conceived in 2015 
when ARCH candiate Zak Fish proposed 
“Opportunity in Absence” which lead to 
this developement.

Bridge operates independently of the 
School. They host thesis presentations, 
coffee houses, night markets and offer 
installation space to classes on
ocassion.

OPPORTUNITY IN ABSENCE


