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Welcome to
Waterloo
Architecture.

You will begin to explore the world of ideas and design at the 
University of Waterloo School of Architecture in Cambridge this 
September. Accepting your offer of admission via the Ontario 
Universities’ Application Centre by June 1, 2021 reserves your place 
in the program and automatically registers you in all of your classes 
for the fall term. If you have any questions we would be delighted to 
answer them, or to assist in any way to prepare for your first year of 
studies. As a member of the community of the School of Architecture, 
you will always receive the full support of your colleagues - 
professors, staff and students - in all your endeavours.

We are very much looking forward to having you join us in the fall!

Anne Bordeleau, PhD, MOAQ, RAIC
O’Donovan Director, School of Architecture
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SCHOOL, PROFESSION, COMMUNITY

At the School of Architecture, you are part of a community of creative 
individuals from across the country and around the world. You benefit 
from an outstanding academic program and excellent facilities in a 
beautiful location on the Grand River in old Galt, Cambridge. Your first 
year will enable you to acquire skills and knowledge, as well as the 
critical and creative abilities on which to base your future academic, 
professional and personal growth.

You will be designing from the day you begin your studies. You will have 
your first design project assigned in the first week of study, beginning 
work with the support of a dedicated team of design professors and 
graduate teaching assistants. Design studio courses offer challenging 
and creative learning opportunities through which you develop the 
ideas, skills and judgment necessary to achieve design excellence. 
Once you graduate from the pre-professional Bachelor of Architectural 
Studies program, you will continue on to the Master of Architecture 
program to earn your professional degree. It takes 6 years to complete 
the full program, including a minimum of 2 years of paid co-op work 
experience.

ROME - OUR SECOND CAMPUS

You will spend the first half of your fourth year at our campus in Rome, 
an experience that has been a highlight of professional education 
at Waterloo for forty years. Waterloo is the only Canadian school of 
architecture that has a permanent international facility and one of 
only three schools in North America that can accommodate all of its 
students in its international program.

Located in the centre of the historic city on Piazza Santa Maria in 
Trastevere, the Waterloo Studio provides studio space, a classroom, 
library and lab in a building originally constructed in the 17th century. 
Many of the classes take place out in the city – in places like the Roman 
Forum, Piazza Navona and the Pantheon - and on field trips to other 
Italian locations such as Pompeii, Siena, Urbino, Verona and Venice.
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AN INSPIRING PLACE TO LEARN

Waterloo Architecture is located in the former Riverside Silk Mill on the 
west bank of the Grand River in the historic Galt core of Cambridge, 
Ontario. The building was carefully converted in 2004 to provide the 
best possible facilities for the School. The project has won nine design 
awards, including the 2008 Ontario Association Architects Award of 
Excellence. It has been published in the Globe and Mail, the Toronto 
Star and AZURE, design magazine.

Our location is a source of pride and inspiration for the students, 
faculty and staff. We benefit from facilities that are truly unique: 
Design at Riverside an in house professional art gallery, the Musagetes 
Architecture Library that boasts one of the continent’s finest 
collections of rare books on architecture and design, a film theatre 
equipped digital cinema projection, a well equipped fabrication lab 
for working with wood and state of the art CNC, laser cutters, 3d 
printers and robots. These facilities sustain the broad creative life of 
the School and engage us with the wider communities of Cambridge, 
the University, and the architectural profession.

YOUR CAREER IN DESIGN

Six co-op work terms will give you the advantage of regular 
employment in architectural firms beginning in your second year. 
Virtually all of the co-op work terms are spent in private architectural 
offices, many of which are in other parts of Canada and around the 
world. No other School of Architecture provides such opportunities 
for international professional experience. You can try firms of different 
types, sizes and specialties so that, when you graduate, you have 
a clear basis on which to choose your career direction. You’ll also 
earn money to help finance your education. On average, Architecture 
students earn $50,000 to $60,000 during their degree while gaining 2 
years of relevant experience.
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STUDENT LIFE IN CAMBRIDGE

The School of Architecture is located thirty kilometers from the 
main UW campus. Students have access to onsite services and 
facilities, including a fitness center, support for printing, computing 
and digital fabrication. There is counseling available on site as well as 
twenty four hour building access with overnight and weekend 
security. Students also use local rinks, gyms and fields for 
recreational sports. The Melville Café, operated by the leading 
restaurateurs in the region, offers special meal deals for students 
and provides space for casual conversations and group meetings 
over coffee and good food. 

WHAT’S NEXT?

We enthusiastically invite all students to attend our online 
information session on Tuesday, May 25, 2021 when you can 
begin to make arrangements for housing, meet your future 
classmates over virtual platforms, and learn more about starting your 
first year of studies at the School of Architecture. This special event is 
specifically for students admitted to Architecture and will be held 
by School of Architecture faculty, staff and students.

• Accept your offer of Admission by June 1, 2021.
• View your class schedule by logging onto www.uwaterloo.ca/

quest/.
• In July and August you will receive information about 

Orientation Week, the first list of readings, and a list of 
supplies you will need.

• Read the “To Do list, for admitted students” included in this 
package to make sure you don’t miss any important steps.

Contact
Nicole Guenther
Undergraduate Program Co-ordinator
nicole.guenther@uwaterloo.ca
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