
The Architectures of Reconcilia2on 
Course Informa-on 
ARCH 520 – F2022 
Wednesdays 1:30-4:20pm, Room - ARC 2026 
Instructor: Dr. David ForEn, Office - ARC 2014 , dHorEn@uwaterloo.ca 
Office Hours: Tuesdays, 9-11 am EST 

Territorial Acknowledgement  
We acknowledge that the School of Architecture is located on the tradiEonal territory of the Neutral, 
Anishinaabeg and Haudenosaunee peoples. The University is situated on the Haldimand Tract, the land 
promised to the Six NaEons that includes 10 kilometres on each side of the Grand River. (see references 
here: hZps://uwaterloo.ca/engineering/about/territorial-acknowledgement) 

Course Descrip-on 
What does it mean to reconcile through design? We currently live and work in an era where colonial 
atrociEes commiZed against Indigenous peoples in Canada and abroad can no longer be ignored or 
minimized. There are increasing quesEons about the role of design in reconciliaEon and what everyone 
should and shouldn’t be doing along this journey. This course is grounded in the Canadian context, 
including emphasis on housing and the legacy of the residenEal schools, each presenEng significant 
challenges to address today. However, the course will also examine internaEonally relevant examples, 
bringing a global conversaEon about reconciliaEon and design into focus.  

Learning Objec-ves 
By the end of the course, students will be able to: 

- beZer understand the history of Truth and ReconciliaEon in Canada 

- beZer understand how architecture has been used as a tool for oppression in Canada and abroad 

- beZer understand the role of the contemporary architect along the path towards reconciliaEon in 
Canada 
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- begin to formulate approaches to design and that can beZer contribute to reconciliaEon efforts in 
various contexts as an Indigenous person, an ally, or a guest. 

Required Text 
Weekly readings will be uploaded to LEARN. 

Course Requirements and Assessment 
 
Called to Ac+on Conversa+ons  – 10% 

 
You and a partner will be assigned 2 secEons of the Truth and ReconciliaEon Commission’s Calls 
to AcEon to summarize and reflect on during one class of the semester. You will present the 
relevant Calls, and then lead a group discussion about the potenEal implicaEons for architects in 
Canada moving forward. Some will be easier to directly link to architecture than others, 
however, the idea here is to have all students consider how the 2015 Calls to AcEon are 
transforming relaEons with Indigenous peoples in Canada, and gain awareness about how 
architects can beZer contribute to reconciliaEon efforts moving forward. Think of quesEons or 
acEviEes that might generate discussion and further reflecEon. 

Think carefully about how you will present the Calls. You will not likely have access to Indigenous 
peoples to discuss your assigned topics with, which is acceptable for this assignment, as the Calls 
to AcEon are not directed towards Indigenous peoples. Instead they challenge Canadians in 
general to respond to the demands of reconciliaEon moving forward. Please keep in mind that it 
is not advised to respond to the Calls through paternalisEc posiEons of ‘helping’ or doing acEons 
‘for’ Indigenous peoples (Indigenous peoples olen refer to the phrase “Nothing About Us 
Without Us”). Instead, keep ideas of healing, reciprocity, dialogue, and building respecHul 
relaEonships as central to your thinking, as well as what mainstream Canadians need to do to 
alter their own behaviours and aotudes.  

Weekly Reading Reflec+ons – 20%  

You are to write a 1-2 page personal reflecEon (12pt font maximum, single line spaced) on the 
assigned readings each week. Use key quotes from the reading(s) (and other sources you find 
relevant) to help frame your thinking.  You may include images or sketches as relevant. Consider 
the reflecEons as a personal text (flow of conscience wriZen in first-person) but relaEng your 
thoughts directly to the texts and lectures (as relevant). They should demonstrate you have read 
the material thoroughly and thoughHully, and that you have considered how the topic has 
encouraged you to think about architecture in a different way. What is your takeaway? It is 
recommended that you type out key quotes/ideas as you read. Then sEtch them together once 
you have reflected further on them. This will reduce the amount of Eme you need to spend on 
these small assignments. 

Weeks 1-5 must be completed and uploaded by Wednesday Oct 19th at 1:30pm est, with the 
remaining uploaded prior to the beginning of the last day of class - Nov 30th at 1:30pm. Please 
submit as single PDFs to LEARN. Each submission should have a Etle and clearly indicate what 
week and readings you are summarizing. All references must be cited using Chicago Style.  
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Assignment One: Term Paper – 15% for annotated bibliography and detailed outline; 25% for final paper 

What is your personal relaEonship with the idea of reconciliaEon? For this assignment, students 
will write an essay about where they are from – but through the criEcal lens of reconciliaEon. 
What is your relaEonship to the place you consider ‘home’? Are there histories of conflict in that 
place? Is it where you currently live, or are you currently a guest somewhere else? Who is your 
host naEon? What is the history of perceived “ownership” in that land and were there 
Indigenous peoples who were relocated, possibly violently, from that land? What are the 
structures of power currently in this place and has this been impacted by lasEng discriminaEon 
of poliEcal or cultural groups, including previous atrociEes commiZed by dominaEng such 
group(s)?  

Through the process of answering these quesEons, this essay will encourage students to deeply 
consider their roles as architects and ciEzens ‘at home’ and ‘away’ and what a criEcally aware 
path forward might be. Rigorous academic research into the history of place is criEcal to this 
course, as is deep personal investment into thinking about a relaEvely new professional 
expecta?on to understand how to design in an age of reconcilia?on. Students will be graded on 
their investment into these primary areas of focus. Essays must focus on the relaEonship 
between reconcilia?on and design in the chosen region and include a personal reflecEon on 
what this means for you as a student and an emerging designer in Canada? While the focus of 
the essay may be in geographical areas outside of Canada, the essay must thoughBully relate 
your research to the Canadian context and how design can inform a path forward for you 
individually and/or the profession more generally.  

Annotated bibliography and detailed outline: DUE Oct 19, 2022 at 1:30pm. Submit PDF 
to LEARN. (15% of Final Grade). For this deadline you must provide a detailed outline of 
how you plan on organizing your thoughts related to the topic. Think carefully about 
each secEon of your essay, offer various subheadings that help clarify how you plan on 
organizing your thoughts. You will also include an annotate bibliography that focuses on 
a minimum of 5 key academic sources that are annotated as per this reference. You 
should have an addiEonal 3-5 sources listed in addiEon to these major ones that don’t 
require full annotaEons. Please use Chicago Style for all of your wriEng in this course.  

Final Essay: DUE Nov 30, 2022 at 1:30pm. (25% of Final Grade) 

Assignment Two: An Ar+fact of Aspira+on (30% of final grade) 

Inspired by your essay, you are to design a thoughHul response to reconciliaEon. An object. A 
device. A blanket. A tool. A short film. A graphic design. A room. A website. A bridge. A 
bench….the assignment is intenEonally lel open-ended other than it must be presentable to the 
class. The arEfact must also include a 2-page (max) arEst’s statement about how your project 
responds to the specific condiEons of your chosen locaEon to research in your essay (though you 
can offer a new or unique context for the arEfact as needed). In the spirit of reconciliaEon, how 
do you create something grounded in respecHul dialogue? How do you openly posiEon yourself 
in the work in a respecHul way? How can reciprocity be conceptually considered in your project? 
How do you navigate the sensiEve areas of cultural stereotyping, cultural appropriaEon, and 
anthropological invasiveness? How do you avoid propagaEng the ongoing seZler exploitaEon of 
a group of peoples in Canada, and silencing their voices, for your personal benefit given the 
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terms of this assignment? How does your project challenge you to posiEon your personal agency 
within this criEcal discourse? How does your your design support the possibiliEes for 
reconciliaEon in Canada?  

Ar+st’s statement, presenta+on and Final Project: DUE Nov 30, 2022 at 1:30pm. (30% 
of Final Grade).  

note* - on the final day of class students will each present a very short descripEon of 
their arEfact to the class. We will discuss these presentaEons closer to the date.  

Topics & Schedule 

Date Topic Guest(s) Required 
Reading(s)

Called to Action 
Conversations

Week 1  - 
Sept 7/22

What does Reconciliation 
Mean for Architects?: 
Course Introduction

“We are sorry”; 
“What reconciliation 
feels like to people 
‘locked in the 
bathroom’ for a 
century”; 

Week 2 - 
Sept 14/22

Global Spaces of 
Conscious

Elder and Adjunct 
Professor William 
(Bill) Woodworth; Dr. 
Christina Cameron, 
Professor Emeritus, 
Université de 
Montreal

“Allegiance to 
Gratitude”; “World 
heritage sites of 
Conscience and 
Memory”; “World 
Heritage Sites in 
Indigenous 
Peoples’ 
Territories.” Review 
 https://
www.sitesofconscie
nce.org/en/who-we-
are/about-us/ ;

Week 3 - 
Sept 21/22

*1pm start

Part 1: International 
Reconciliation 1 (The 
Holocaust); Part 2: 
Indigenous Futurity

University Professor, 
Waterloo 
Architecture, Robert 
Jan van Pelt

“The evidence in 
the Room and the 
Memory of the 
Offence”; “War and 
Architecture”

Week 4 - 
Sept 28/22

International 
Reconciliation 2 
(Columbia & Aotearoa)

Marcela Torres 
Molano, PhD 
Student, Concordia 
Univ; Dr. Rebecca 
Kiddle, Head of 
Urban Development, 
Hutt City Council

“From symbolic 
violence to 
symbolic 
reparation”; 
“Guiding Decolonial 
Trajectories”;

Gp 1- Child 
Welfare (1-5); Gp 2 
Education (6-12)

Week 5 - 
Oct 5/22

International 
Reconciliation 3 
(Rwanda & USA)

Dr. Delia Wendel, 
MIT; Chris Cornelius, 
Head of Architecture, 
New Mexico State

“Reconciliation”; 
“DutureNeza” 

Gp 3 - Language 
and Culture 
(13-17), Health 
(18-24), 

Gp 4 - Justice 
(25-42)
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Week 6 READING WEEK - NO 
CLASS

Week 7- 
Oct 19/22

Residential Schools and 
the Genocide of Canada’s 
Indigenous Peoples

Kaila Johnston - 
National Centre for 
Truth and 
Reconciliation; 
Magdalina Milosz - 
PhD Student, McGill 
Univ.; Eladia Smoke 
- Principal Architect,  
Smoke Architecture

“Instruments as 
evidence: An 
archive of the 
architecture of 
assimilation”; 
“Educating 
memory: Regarding 
the remnants of the 
Indian Residential 
school.” 

Week 8 - 
Oct 26/22

Home Alienation and the 
Politics of Domesticity

Dr. Alex Wilson, Univ. 
Of Saskatchewan, 
One House Many 
Nations

“One House Many 
Nations: Indigenous 
project-based 
collaboration”; 
“Simulated 
Domesticities”;

Gp 5- UNDRIP 
(43-44), Royal 
Proclamation 
(45-47); Settlement 
Agreement Parties 
(48-49)

Gp 6 - Equity in 
Legal System 
(50-52); National 
Council for 
Reconciliation 
(53-56); M


Week 9 - 
Nov 2/22

Reconciling Space in 
Ottawa

Natalka Cmoc, Dir 
General, Science 
and Policy, Gov of 
Canada; Reg 
Parsons, Indigenous 
Relations, Public 
Services and 
Procurement Canada

“The Indigenous 
Peoples Space: 
Architecture as 
Narrative”

Gp 7 - Prof’l 
Development (57), 
Church apologies 
(58-61)

Gp 8 -Education 
for Reconciliation 
(62-65)

Week 10 - 
Nov 9/22

The Politics of 
Reconciliation

Dr. Celeste Pedri-
Spade, McGill Univ

“Decolonization is 
not a metaphor”; 
“Indigenization in 
universities and its 
role in continuing 
settler-colonialism.”

Gp 9 - Youth 
Programs (66), 
Museums, 
Archives (67-70)

Gp 10 - Missing 
Children (71-76)

Week 11 - 
Nov 16/22

The Indigenous Voice, the 
Trickster and Design 
Sovereignty

Prof Jake Chakasim, 
Carleton Univ

“From Indian to 
Indigenous 
Agency”; 
“#dickdesigner - 
How not to be one”

Gp 11 - National 
Centre for T&R 
(77-78), 
Commemoration 
(79-83); Gp 12 - 
Media (84-86)

Week 12 - 
Nov 23/22

Land Reconciliation: 
Cahokia, the Sacred, and 
the Urban Dilemma

Prof Shawn Bailey, 
Univ of Manitoba

“Lessons from 
Cahokia”; 
“Shkitagen: People 
of the Seventh Fire”

Gp 13 - Sports and 
Recreation (87-91); 
Business (92); 
Newcomers to 
Canada (93-94)

Date Topic Guest(s) Required 
Reading(s)

Called to Action 
Conversations
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Course Delivery PlaGorms & Communica-on 
This course will be in-person. To organize materials and communicaEon outside of weekly in-person 
sessions, we will use the following: 

LEARN – Official communicaEon, work submission, and grade recording and release. 

MS TEAMS – May be used for supplementary discussions outside of in-person class Eme. 
Students will be added to the course team as required. 

COVID-19 Special Statement 
Given the on-going situaEon around COVID-19, students are to refer to the University of Waterloo’s 
developing informaEon resource page (hZps://uwaterloo.ca/coronavirus/) for up-to-date informaEon on 
academic updates, health services, important dates, co-op, accommodaEon rules and other university 
level responses to COVID-19.  

Fair Con-ngencies for Emergency Remote Teaching 
To provide conEngency for unforeseen circumstances, the instructor reserves the right to modify course 
topics and/or assessments and/or weight and/or deadlines with due and fair noEce to students. In the 
event of such challenges, the instructor will work with the Department/Faculty to find reasonable and 
fair soluEons that respect rights and workloads of students, staff, and faculty.  

Late Work 
Assignments that are handed in late will receive an iniEal penalty of 5% on the first calendar day late and 
a 5% penalty per calendar day therealer. Aler 5 calendar days, the assignment will receive a 0%. 

Only in the case of a jusEfied medical or personal reason will these penalEes be waived, and only if these 
have been officially submiZed to the Undergraduate Student Services Co-Ordinator and accepted by the 
Undergraduate Office.  

Students seeking accommodaEons due to COVID-19, are to follow Covid-19-related accommodaEons as 
outlined by the university here: (hZps://uwaterloo.ca/coronavirus/academic-
informaEon#accommodaEons). 

Passing Grades 
The standard minimum passing grade in each ARCH course is 50% with the following excepEons: the 
minimum passing grade is 60% for all studio courses (ARCH 192, ARCH 193, ARCH 292, ARCH 293, ARCH 
392, ARCH 393, ARCH 492, and ARCH 493). Grades below the specified passing grade result in a course 
failure. 

Trauma-related Course Content 
This course will be covering material related to conflict and trauma inflicted on various groups of people, 
including an emphasis on Indigenous people in Canada.  Topics include genocide, poliEcal oppression, 

Week 13 - 
Nov 30/22

Student Presentations of 
Artifacts and Essay 
Summaries

Date Topic Guest(s) Required 
Reading(s)

Called to Action 
Conversations
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and violence, and the importance of a healing path moving forward. Please be mindful that if you have 
been involved in a traumaEc situaEon linked to the course material, this course could be triggering. 
Please share any concerns you have with your instructor and seek support if you feel this will help you 
cope (see below). AlternaEvely students are encouraged to reconsider taking the course if they feel the 
content might be disrupEve to their personal health and/or academic performance.  

Mental Health Support 
All of us need a support system. We encourage you to seek out mental health supports when they are 
needed. Please reach out to Campus Wellness (hZps://uwaterloo.ca/campus-wellness/) and Counselling 
Services (hZps://uwaterloo.ca/campus-wellness/counselling-services). 

We understand that the demands of your studies can be troubling, and that you may need to speak with 
someone for emoEonal support. Good2Talk (hZps://good2talk.ca/) is a post-secondary student helpline 
based in Ontario, Canada that is available to all students. 

Equity, Diversity and Inclusion Commitment  
The School of Architecture is commiZed to foster and support equity, diversity and inclusion. If you 
experience discriminaEon, micro-aggression, or other forms of racism, sexism, discriminaEon against 
2SLGBTQ+, or disability, there are several pathways available for addressing this: 

A) If you feel comfortable bringing this up directly with the faculty, staff or student who has said or done 
something offensive, we invite you, or a friend, to speak directly with this person. People make mistakes 
and dealing with them directly in the present may be the most effecEve means of addressing the issue. 

B) You can reach out to either the Undergraduate office, Graduate office, or Director. If you contact any 
of these people in confidence, they are bound to preserve your anonymity and follow up on your report.  

C) You can choose to report centrally to the Equity Office. The Equity Office can be reached by 
emailing equity@uwaterloo.ca. More informaEon on the funcEons and services of the equity office can 
be found here: hZps://uwaterloo.ca/human-rights-equity-inclusion/about/equity-office. 

D) Racial Advocacy for Inclusion, Solidarity and Equity (RAISE) is a student-led Waterloo Undergraduate 
Student AssociaEon (WUSA) service launched in 2019. RAISE serves to address racism and xenophobia 
on the University of Waterloo campus with iniEaEves reflecEve of RAISE's three pillars of EducaEon and 
Advocacy, Peer-to-Peer Support, and Community Building. The iniEaEves include but are not limited to: 
formal means to report and confront racism, accessible and considerate peer-support, and organizaEon 
of social events to culEvate both an upliling and united community.  You can report an incident using 
their online form. 

Academic integrity, grievance, discipline, appeals and note for students with disabili-es: 
Academic integrity: In order to maintain a culture of academic integrity, members of the University of 
Waterloo community are expected to promote honesty, trust, fairness, respect and responsibility. 
[Check the Office of Academic Integrity for more informaEon.] 

Grievance: A student who believes that a decision affecEng some aspect of his/her university life has 
been unfair or unreasonable may have grounds for iniEaEng a grievance. Read Policy 70, Student 
PeEEons and Grievances, SecEon 4. When in doubt, please be certain to contact the department’s 
administraEve assistant who will provide further assistance. 
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Discipline: A student is expected to know what consEtutes academic integrity to avoid commiong an 
academic offence, and to take responsibility for his/her acEons. [Check the Office of Academic 
Integrity for more informaEon.] A student who is unsure whether an acEon consEtutes an offence, or 
who needs help in learning how to avoid offences (e.g., plagiarism, cheaEng) or about “rules” for group 
work/collaboraEon should seek guidance from the course instructor, academic advisor, or the 
undergraduate associate dean. For informaEon on categories of offences and types of penalEes, 
students should refer to Policy 71, Student Discipline. For typical penalEes, check Guidelines for the 
Assessment of PenalEes. 

Appeals: A decision made or penalty imposed under Policy 70, Student PeEEons and Grievances (other 
than a peEEon) or Policy 71, Student Discipline may be appealed if there is a ground. A student who 
believes he/she has a ground for an appeal should refer to Policy 72, Student Appeals. 

Note for students with disabili+es: AccessAbility Services, located in Needles Hall, Room 1401, 
collaborates with all academic departments to arrange appropriate accommodaEons for students with 
disabiliEes without compromising the academic integrity of the curriculum. If you require academic 
accommodaEons to lessen the impact of your disability, please register with AccessAbility Services at the 
beginning of each academic term. 

Turni+n.com: Text matching solware (TurniEn®) may be used to screen assignments in this course. 
TurniEn® is used to verify that all materials and sources in assignments are documented. Students' 
submissions are stored on a U.S. server, therefore students must be given an alternaEve (e.g., scaffolded 
assignment or annotated bibliography), if they are concerned about their privacy and/or security. 
Students will be given due noEce, in the first week of the term and/or at the Eme assignment details are 
provided, about arrangements and alternaEves for the use of TurniEn in this course. 

It is the responsibility of the student to noEfy the instructor if they, in the first week of term or at the 
Eme assignment details are provided, wish to submit the alternate assignment. 
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