
Democratizing Design
Student Symposium Series_2020

1:30 PM
06.30.2020



Student Symposium Series_2020
Democratizing Design
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Participatory Methods & Graphing Spaces
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Theodora Vardouli 
Assist. Professor, McGill University

Theodora Vardouli is an Assistant Professor at 
the Peter Guo-hua Fu School of Architecture, 
McGill University. She researches histories and 
contemporary practices of computational design 
in their technical and cultural dimensions. She 
is also in the process of establishing the 
Computational Design Exploratory (CoDEx), a 
research lab that expands scholarly research on
this area through critical design and making of 
artifacts, code, and machines.
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Oliver Schneider
Assist. Professor, University of Waterloo

Oliver Schneider is an Assistant professor, 
human-computer interaction researcher, and 
haptician at the University of Waterloo. Haptic 
technology engages the sense of touch for a 
user, providing physical feedback in 
computing. Oliver and his lab are currently 
working on developing a set of computing tools 
for the creation, deployment, and study of 
haptic technology.
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Jonathan Enns 
Assist. Professor, University of Waterloo

Jonathan is an Assistant Professor at the 
University of Waterloo School of Architecture. 
His work mainly focuses on human centered 
design in architecture and spatial innovation. 
He also operates Humanics Lab, a collective 
which is involved in the development of design 
research and experimental prototyping.
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How do we locate 
non-experts and 
experts in the 
design process?
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How can  haptics 
assist with people's 
understanding of 
virtual spaces?
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What is the role of 
the architect when 
inhabitants design 
their own spaces?
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