Arch 684, 'Topographies of Contemporary Architecture.' 

Fall Term 2014, Location: Seminar Room 2026    

Instructor: Professor Ryszard Sliwka: contact rsliwka@uwaterloo.ca

Seminar Format, duration 3 hours, Friday 9.30am -12.30pm
The series of round-table seminars is intended to assist students in the preparation and development of their own thesis position – to locate their work in the contemporary discourse on architecture. 

The discussions and presentations are derived from three sources. ‘Differences’ draws on Ignasi de Sola Morales' collection of essays and is utilized in combination with a series of selected Readings. These two sources are broadly assembled into categories of 
(a) Object, Space and Identity 
(b) Place, Space and Event and 
(c)“Swallowing” (Dutch architect, Viny Maas’s speculative term for ingesting new thoughts, techniques and aesthetics that challenge authenticity, originality and the role of the architect. 
A third contribution is drawn from individual research, selected and presented by each student individually as part of their thesis concerns. 

Seminar 1: Object, Space and Identity
Glen Joshua, ‘Fake Authenticity: An introduction’ Hermenaut  pp.1-10 (Word doc.)

Whiting Sarah, ‘Subjectifying the Modern’, Differences pp.ix-xvi

De Sola-Morales Ignasi, Introduction, Differences pp.1-12

De Sola Morales, ‘Topographies of contemporary Architecture’, Differences, pp.13-28

Pallasmaa Juhani, ‘Lived Space: embodied experience and sensory thought.’ Wolkenkucksheim-Cloud Cuckoo-Land-Vozdushnyi zamok, International Journal of Architectural Theory, Issue: Architecture as Aesthetic Practice, Vol.6 No1 September 2001, pp.1-18. (read online)
www.tu-cottbus.de/theo/Wolke/eng/Subjects/011/Pallasmaa/1Pallas.htm
Pallasmaa Juhani, ‘IN PRAISE OF VAGUENESS; diffuse perception and uncertain thought,’ Lecture, University of Austin,Texas,12 September 2010
Seminar 2: Object, Space and Identity

De Sola-Morales, ‘Mediations in Architecture and in the Urban Landscape,’ Volume 1 of the series Notatio, ETH Zurich, Quart Publishers, Lucerne, pp.10-43 (pdf doc.)

Sola-Morales; ‘Architecture and Existentialism’, Differences pp.41-56

Steele Brett, Transitory Image Spaces: Urbanism 2.0, TransUrbanism, NaI Publishers, 2002,
Seminar 3: Object, Space and Identity

Sola-Morales, ‘Weak Architecture’, Differences pp.57-73

Sola-Morales, ‘From Autonomy to Untimeliness’, Differences, pp.73–92

Richards Simon, ‘Introduction,’ Le Corbusier and the Concept of the Self, Yale University Press, New Haven, 2003, pp.1-17
Iveson Richard, Deeply Ecological Deleuze and Guattari: Humanism’s Becoming-Animal, Humanalia 4.2, pp.34-53
Book Presentation 1 & 2
Seminar 4: Object, Space and Identity (Minimalism)
Sola-Morales, ‘Mies van der Rohe and Minimalism’, Differences pp.29-40

Sola-Morales, ‘Difference and Limit: Individual Production in Contemporary Architecture’, Differences, pp.107-116
(c.31pp.)
Meyer   James, The aesthetics of doubt: “Art and Objecthood,”’ Minimalism, Phaidon, London, 2000, pp.229-243

Bertoni Franco, ‘Minimalist design; a trend in progress,’ Minimalist Design, Birkhauser, pp.10 (Optional)

Sola Morales, ‘High Tech: Functionalism or Rhetoric,’ pp.117-132
Book Presentation 3 & 4
Seminar 5:  Place, Spaces and Event
Heynen Hilde, ‘Architecture as a Critique of Modernity,’ Architecture and Modernity, MIT Press, Cambridge Mass., 1999,pp.148-219
Sola Morales, ‘The Work of Architecture in the Age of Mechanical Reproduction’, pp.133-138

Book Presentation 5 & 6
Seminar 6
Sola-Morales, ‘Place: Permanence or Production’, pp.93-106
Harvey David, ‘Space is a key word,’ Global Capitalism: Towards a theory of Uneven Geographical Development, Verso, pp.121-148
Pai Hyungmin, ‘Epilogue,’ The Portfolio and the Diagram, MIT Press, Cambridge, Mass. 2002, pp.278-290

Book Presentation 7 & 8
Seminar 7: Heterotopias and the Situationist City
Foucault Michel, ‘Of other spaces (1967), Heterotopia and the City, Routledge, London & New York, 2008, pp.13-29

De Cauter Lieven & Dehaene Michiel, ‘The space of play,’ Heterotopia and the City, pp.86-102

Stickells Lee, ‘Flow Urbanism’, Heterotopia and the City, pp.246-257

Shane Graham, ‘Heterotopias of illusion,’ Heterotopia and the City, pp.258-271
Book Presentation 9 & 10
Seminar 8 ‘Swallowing’: Projective architecture and Research

Verstegen Tom, ‘Perspectives of Crisis and Success,’ The Artificial Landscape, Hans Ibelings (ed.) NAi Publishers, Holland, 2005, pp.240-249
Geuze Adriaan, ‘Accelerating Darwin,’ The Artificial Landscape, Hans Ibelings (ed.) NAi Publishers,Holland, 2005, pp. 254-256

Toorn van Roemer, ‘Fresh Conservatism and Beyond,’ The Artificial Landscape, Hans Ibelings (ed.) NAi Publishers, Holland, 2005, pp.266-268

Ibelings Hans, ‘A Supermodern Perspective,’ The Artificial Landscape, Hans Ibelings (ed.) NAi Publishers, Holland, 2005, pp.269-270
Palmboom Frits, ‘New Concepts: Landscape and Metropolis’, The Artificial Landscape, Hans Ibelings (ed.) NAi Publishers, Holland, 2005, pp.271-273

Berkel van Ben & Bos Caroline, ‘Techniques Network Spin/Diagrams’, The Artificial Landscape, Hans Ibelings (ed.) NAi Publishers, Holland, 2005, pp.280-282

Allen Stan, ‘Infrastructural Urbanism,’ Points + Lines: Diagrams and Projects for the City, Princeton Architectural Press, New York, 1999, pp.48-57, 72-89

Allen Stan, ‘Field Conditions,’ Points + Lines: Diagrams and Projects for the City, Princeton Architectural Press, New York, 1999, 92-103

Book Presentation 11 & 12
Seminar 9 ‘Swallowing:’ (post)Theory and Praxis 
Harvey David, ‘The New Cosmopolitans,’Ch. 4 Cosmopolitanism and Geographies of freedom, 2009, pp.77-97
Boeri Stefan, ‘Notes for a research program,’ Harvard Project on the City pp.356-376
Boyer Christine M, ‘The Urban Question in the 21st Century: Epistemological and Spatial Traumas,’ Crossover. Section IV: The Urban Question, Delft School of Design Series on Architecture and Urbanism, 010 Publishers, Rotterdam 2006, pp.312-337
Lootsma Bart, ‘What is really to be done,’ Reading MVRDV, pp.25-63
Book Presentation 13
Seminar 10: ‘Swallowing’: (post) Theory and Praxis

Simeoforidis Yorgos, ‘Notes for a Cultural History Between Uncertainty and the Contemporary Urban Condition,’ Harvard Project on the City pp.414-436

Christiaanse Kees, Introduction, Situation/KCAP, NAi Publishers, Rotterdam, 2005, pp.4-5
Borries Friedrich von, ‘Above all, we’re cultural impresarios,’  Situation/KCAP, NAi Publishers, Rotterdam, 2005, pp.8-1
Graafland Arie, ‘On Criticality,’ Crossover. Section VIII: Theory and Praxis, Delft School of Design Series on Architecture and Urbanism, 010 Publishers, Rotterdam 2006, pp.689-703

Baird George, ‘Criticality and its Discontents’, Crossover. Section VIII: Theory and Praxis, Delft School of Design Series on Architecture and Urbanism, 010 Publishers, Rotterdam 2006, pp.312-337
Seminar 11: Sensation, Enchantment and the Death of Theory
Frichot Helene, On the death of Architectural Theory and Other Spectres, Design Principles and Practices: An International Journal, 20 http://www.Design-Journal.com
Gell Alfred, The Technology of Enchantment and the Enchantment of Technology, http://www.utexas.edu/courses/arh400/lectures/301/Text3.pdf
Eck Caroline, Gell's theory of art as agency and living presence response, Art, Agency, and Living Presence in Early Modern Italy, 2008 University of Leiden
Riley Bridget, According To Sensation and The Experience of Painting, pp. 112-119, The Eye’s Mind, Collected Writings 1965-2009, Thames and Hudson
Seminar 12 Final Presentation Dérive and Détournement: Galt a Case Study. See  
‘Theory of Dėrive’, (Guy Debord).pdf and ‘A User's Guide to Detournement (Guy Debord & Gil Wolman).pdf, /seconds. - Peter Briggs - Détournement Venise.html.
Course Requirements:

     1) Participation, familiarity and command of material (10%)

2) Presentation of Selected book to Seminar Group. You will introduce and run this part of the Seminar and provide appropriate images and a critical portion/ chapter for the rest of the class to read in advance. Evaluation based on the succinct nature and clarity of presentation, organisation of material & use of preparatory material and visual aids, ability to respond to questions. (Max. 15min presentation) (15%)

3) Submission of a critical essay/review of selected book + other related material) approximately 1000 words in length Please include appropriate images and footnotes to support your argument. (25%)

4 An individual example of Detournement and a Group Presentation to the class of Derive using Galt as your Case Study. This portion should ideally be conducted in a group or groups. (50%)

All work must be completed on the assigned presentation dates and submitted before December 18.  A 5% penalty per month is applied to each paper received beyond the deadline

 Academic Integrity: In order to maintain a culture of academic integrity, members of the University of Waterloo community are expected to promote honesty, trust, fairness, respect and responsibility. [Check www.uwaterloo.ca/academicintegrity/ for more information.] 

Grievance: A student who believes that a decision affecting some aspect of his/her university life has been unfair or unreasonable may have grounds for initiating a grievance. Read Policy 70, Student Petitions and Grievances, Section 4, www.adm.uwaterloo.ca/infosec/Policies/policy70.htm. When in doubt please be certain to contact the department’s administrative assistant who will provide further assistance. 

Discipline: A student is expected to know what constitutes academic integrity [check www.uwaterloo.ca/academicintegrity/] to avoid committing an academic offence, and to take responsibility for his/her actions. A student who is unsure whether an action constitutes an offence, or who needs help in learning how to avoid offences (e.g., plagiarism, cheating) or about “rules” for group work/collaboration should seek guidance from the course instructor, academic advisor, or the undergraduate Associate Dean. For information on categories of offences and types of penalties, students should refer to Policy 71, Student Discipline, www.adm.uwaterloo.ca/infosec/Policies/policy71.htm. For typical penalties check Guidelines for the Assessment of Penalties, www.adm.uwaterloo.ca/infosec/guidelines/penaltyguidelines.htm. 

Appeals: A decision made or penalty imposed under Policy 70 (Student Petitions and Grievances) (other than a petition) or Policy 71 (Student Discipline) may be appealed if there is a ground. A student who believes he/she has a ground for an appeal should refer to Policy 72 (Student Appeals) www.adm.uwaterloo.ca/infosec/Policies/policy72.htm. 

Note for Students with Disabilities: The Office for Persons with Disabilities (OPD), located in Needles Hall, Room 1132, collaborates with all academic departments to arrange appropriate accommodations for students with disabilities without compromising the academic integrity of the curriculum. If you require academic accommodations to lessen the impact of your disability, please register with the OPD at the beginning of each academic term.

Ryszard Sliwka, August 13, 2014
