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The creators of this guide respectfully
acknowledge that the area with which
we are concerned is deeply connected
to Indigenous peoples who have
historically lived, and who currently
live here. It is entirely located on the
traditional territory of the Neutral,
Anishinaabeg and Haud

peoples and situated in the Haldimand
Tract, Land Promised to the Six Nations
that includes six miles on each side of
the Grand River.
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guide maps and measures
the new urban landscape
emerging in the city core.
The walking tour takes in
20 active construction sites,
soon to be home to thousands
of new office workers and
residents. It also identifies
the four distinct periods of
development that lead to the
present building boom.

What is the cause? The
current pace of construction
is the result of provincial
and local planning policies
that encourage urban

Kitchener. This can now be
seen well beyond the city
limits. The highest building,
DTK, is double the height of
its predecessors at 39 storeys.
Towers now loom over
streets, intersections, parks
and plazas, while multi-tower
clusters and a new transit
hub draw the city centre
towards Victoria Street.
Active construction sites are
distributed across the core
area. They do not obliterate
the memory of the past or
turn their backs on public
space as was the case in past.
When the current round of
buildings is completed and
occupied, the population of
the Kitchener core will be

Kitchener
Modern
(1948-1968)

After the Second World

War the cities of Waterloo
County grew and reshaped
themselves in a modern
image. Civic buildings,
banks, libraries, churches,
and schools were demolished
and replaced with modern
versions of themselves.
Office and apartment towers
appeared for the first time
on downtown streets.

The new buildings were
assertively modern in style,
using new materials and
construction techniques,
simpler abstract forms
absent of ornament or overt
historical reference. Above all
this new city accommodated

the automobile. New roads
and highways carried traffic
to, from and through the
cities, connecting to vast
regional shopping malls

and burgeoning suburbs.
Though the insertion of many
new buildings changed the
face of the Kitchener core,
the traditional downtown
declined as a result of the
flight to the suburbs of the
factories, shops and residents.

NOTABLE PROJECTS 1948-1968:

Water Street Apartments

30 Duke Street West

Duke Street Parking Garage
Bank of Nova Scotia

50 Queen Street North
Kitchener Public Library
Waterloo County Courthouse
St. Peter’s Lutheran Church
TD Bank

Valhalla Inn

305 King St (Waterloo Trust)
Post Office

Victoria Place

Queen Street Apartments

1
2
3
4
5
[
7
8
9

The (Failed)
Dream of a

Renewed Core
(1968-1975)

In the late 60's, Kitchener
followed in the path of cities
across North America seeking
to reverse the decline of their
core areas by investing in
massive “urban renewal”
projects championed by
developers and civic leaders.
Market Square (16), King
Centre (17) and the so-called
MacKenzie King Square (15)
adopted the typical pattern

of government-supported
land assembly and demolition
of civic icons, main-street
buildings and historic
residential areas.
Kitchener tore down its

beautiful neo-classical City
Hall and elegant Queen Street
mansions. These dignified
and familiar examples of
traditional Ontario urban
architecture were replaced by
large, amorphous, inward-
focused complexes. Across
the board these projects
failed to deliver on the
promise of renewal. The
so-called ‘urban’ shopping
malls sucked the life from the
downtown streets before they
themselves failed.

NOTABLE PROJECTS 1968-1975:

15 MacKenzie King Square
16 Market Square & Oxlea Tower
17 King Centre

Post-Modern
Kitchener
(1975-1993)

Though the pace of change in
the core area slowed, a series
of isolated interventions took
place over the decade and a
half between the mid-70's
and the early 9o’s. A new
Regional Headquarters (18).
A new Transit Terminal (21).
Two large office buildings

on downtown streets. At the
same time, under some public
pressure, builders largely
abandoned the alienating,
destructive and wasteful
practices of demolition
and erasure, and began to
preserve, restore and reuse
some historic buildings:
the CIBC (23) at the corner
of King and Queen and the

Bread and Roses Housing
Coop (24) at Queen and
Courtland. In a less genuine
attempt to recall the past,
some downtown projects,
the Transit Terminal, the TD
Bank (20) at King and Francis
and the additions to Market
Square, adopted a “Post-
modern” style, employing
“traditional” materials and
“historic” architectural
forms.

NOTABLE PROJECTS 1975-1993:

Region of Waterloo HQ
The Galleria

TD Bank
Transit Terminal
Canada Trust Centre

CIBC Renovation
Bread and Roses Coop

From City Hall
to Google
(1993-2017)

The Kitchener City Hall (34)
design competition attracted
entries from Canada. The
much praised winning
project by KPMB marked a
turning point in the history
of the Kitchener core. Though
the effect was not immediate,
investment eventually
accelerated. In 2004, the City
established a $110 Million
Economic Development
Investment Fund. The 2007
relocation of Google to The
Tannery (32) paved way for
the migration of the tech
industry to Kitchener. More
than two dozen public and
private cultural, educational,
institutional, residential

and commercial projects
arrive in the core. In a new
form of renewal, century-old
factories were converted to
condos and incubators for
the digital economy. ‘Modern’
buildings from the 1950's
and 60’s were renovated (see
red hatch) and their original
character preserved.

NOTABLE PROJECTS 1993-2017:

Kitchener Public Library
Waterloo County Courthouse
Waterloo Regional Courthouse
Breithaupt Block

The School of Pharmacy
Kauffman Lofts

1 Victoria

The Tannery

305 King St

Kitchener City Hall

Laurier School of Social Work
Centre Block (Phase 1)
Conrad Centre

THEMUSEUM

Benton St Parking Garage
Victoria School Housing
Arrow Shirt Factory
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growth, incentivizing

core area employment

and the first thorough
transformation of the public
transportation system in the
Region since the 1960’s with
the launch of the ION light
rail transit system.

How great is the change? At
the moment twenty-five new
projects have been planned
or started construction - as
many as in the previous
twenty-five years combined.
Different from the
developments of last quarter
century, all but two of these
new projects are privately
funded.

The projects displayed along
the route will transform
the fabric and skyline of

intensification begs certain
questions. Private investment
followed public investment
in the core. Will public
initiatives respond to the new
conditions, new residents,
new workers? Will Kitchener
re-focus on public, cultural,
civic and accessible spaces

to accommodate the large
number of newcomers?

Can we create sufficient
affordable housing for
current residents? This guide
challenges all to witness the
changes with their own eyes
and measure them with their
footsteps.

We must all ask ourselves
what kind of city are we
building, what does it feel
like and for whom it is built?
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1965 : The Plan - Downtown Kitchener proposes to
transform King St. into pedestrian covered mall

1992 :Canada Trust Tower becomes last office

tower opened in the Downtown before 2020

T S T

1993 :The newly designed City Hall opens

2006 : Kitchener establishes $110M
City Economic Development fund

2005 : Places To Grow act passed promoting
densification in GGH including Kitchener @ @
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2019 : Exemption ends for Regional +
Development Fees saving $20, 000 /unit

2031:DTK to reach Growth Targets of
00 people,+134,000 jobs
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Residents vs. Space +650K ft2 Offices +$130K/ Unit
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Charlie Union  Garment
West Towers Street

DTK 20
Queen

City

Francis Hall

How tall will the new buildings be? (# storeys)



