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SYLLABUS

In this course we will consider the current discourse on collective memory and its
relationship to what Pierre Nora has called Lieux de mémoire (“Places of memory”). We’ll
discuss a number of case studies, some of which will be presented by myself (Berlin and
Jerusalem), and some of which will be selected and researched by the students. And we’ll
review the way the concepts of “Places of Memory” has shaped master’s theses defended in
the Waterloo architecture school. Finally I’ll present a book I am working on (with the

somewhat ironical working title of HoloHop) which is a travel guide along Lieux de mémoire

connected to the Holocaust.

The deliverables in this course are a research paper of between 5,000 and 7,000 words on a

Place of Memory and a one-hour presentation in class.
Marking is based on the following criteria:

Participation: 20% (attendance 10%; engagement 10%)
Presentation: 30% (content 10%; elegance and professionalism of presentation 10%)

Research Paper 50% (content 25%; academic professionalism of presentation 25%)
Books to be Purchased

Maurice Halbwachs, On Collective Memory. The University of Chicago Press, ISBN 0-226-
115968

Bernard Wasserstein, Divided Jerusalem. Profile Books ISBN: 1-861973330

Brian Ladd, The Ghosts of Berlin. The University of Chicago Press, ISBN 0-226-467627



Schedule

Week I Introduction

Discussion on options and prospects.
Seminar: Some initial explorations and the Brandenburger Gate (RJVP)

Week II Readings: Halbwachs On Collective Memory Part 1
Seminar. Maurice Halbwachs and the Concept of Collective Memory (RJVP)

Week III Readings: Halbwachs On Collective Memory Part 2

Seminar. Pierre Nora and his Successors (RJvP)

Week IV Readings: Armstrong, Jerusalem: One City, Three Faiths.
Seminar. The Construction of a Holy Land (RJvP)

Week V Readings: Wasserstein, Divided Jerusalem.

Seminar. Jerusalem: Conflicting Perspectives (RJvP)

Week VI Readings: Ladd, The Ghosts of Berlin.
Seminar: The History and Geography of Berlin (RJvP)

Week VII
Seminar: Berlin: Traces of the Offense (RJVP)

Week VIII
Student Presentations 1

Week IX

Student Presentations 2

Week X
Student Presentations 3

Week XI
Student Presentations 4

Week XII



Student Presentations 5

Week XIIT
Roundtable Discussion and presentation of the HoloHop book.
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