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Flood Risk Governance in Canada



Flood Risk



Why Flood Risk?
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• most costly and common 

hazard

• increasing disaster 

assistance / insurance costs

• outdated defenses

• legal liability growing



Flood Risk Management

• integrated strategy to reduce flood risk by

• engaging stakeholders

• coordinating public and private efforts

• using a mix of policy instruments

Principles

• absolute protection is impossible

• informed by risk assessment

• clarify and share responsibility

• openly communicate flood risk



Flood Risk Governance

• policy coordination to implement FRM 

• setting strategic goals

• negotiating roles and responsibilities

• aligning policy instruments

• allocating resources

• strengthen societal flood resilience

• achieve efficiency of resources and alignment of efforts

• enhance the legitimacy of FRM

Objectives



Flood Risk Governance in Canada

• focused on defense and recovery

• instruments mainly technical (hydrologic modelling; 

river forecasting)

• government-dominated

• actors work at cross-purposes

• governments hesitant to share flood risk information

• property owners perceive little responsibility



Thank you


