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This report presents a theoretical framework and eight headliners (denoting constructs or 
themes), with their respective indicators (denoted by quantitative measures), for the Education 
domain of the Canadian Index of Wellbeing (CIW).  
 
The selection of the eight headliners has been primarily informed by (i) the purposes and the 
framework underlying the CIW, (ii) a definition of education that integrates the purposes and 
criteria of the CIW and current scholarly thinking on indicators of education, (iii) a literature 
review on indicators of education, and (iv) an education expert consultation.  
 
The following list presents the themes represented by the eight headliners, with the 
corresponding indicators and data sources: 
 

1. Early childhood education and care 
 Indicator: Availability of childcare spaces for children 0-5 
 Source: Early Childhood Education and Care in Canada (Childcare Resource and 

Research Unit) 
 
2. Transition to school: developmental health in kindergarten 

 Indicator: Developmental health in kindergarten (age 5) 
 Source: National Longitudinal Study of Children and Youth (Statistics Canada) 

 
3. Student-educator ratio in public schools 

 Indicator: Student-educator ratio in the public school system  
 Source: Centre for Education (Statistics Canada) 
 

4. Social and emotional competences in middle childhood 
 Indicators: Self report on peer belonging, friendship intimacy, self-concept, prosocial 

behavior, empathy, and bullying 
 Source: National Longitudinal Study of Children and Youth (Statistics Canada) 

 
5. Basic educational knowledge and skills of youth 

 Indicator: Math, reading, and science skill test scores 
 Sources: Trends in International Mathematics and Science Study (TIMSS; National 

Center for Education Statistics, US Department of Education); Programme for 
International Student Assessment (PISA; Organisation for Economic Co-operation 
and Development) 

 
6. Equality in education: the socioeconomic gradient 

 Indicator: Relationship between students’ educational skill test scores/postsecondary 
education participation and their parents’ socio-economic status 

 Sources: Programme for International Student Assessment (PISA; Organisation for 
Economic Co-operation and Development); Survey of Labour Income Dynamics 
(SLID; Statistics Canada) 
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7. High school completion 
 Indicator: Percentage of young adults who completed high school 
 Source: Labour Force Survey (Statistics Canada) 
 

8. Postsecondary education 
 Indicator: Participation and attainment in post-secondary education 
 Source: Labour Force Survey (Statistics Canada). 
 

A rationale for why these headliner indicators and not others—such as education expenditures 
or teacher ‘quality’—have been chosen is provided for each headliner, respectively.  
 
Also, issues pertaining to measurement and validation are addressed. In some instances, 
currently available indicators may, in the future, be complemented and/or replaced by more 
comprehensive indicators, as soon as availability permits or as soon as the current indicators 
cease to be collected. These instances are discussed in the respective sections on the individual 
headliners below. 

 
 
 
  
 



Based in the Faculty of Applied Health Sciences at the University of 
Waterloo, the Canadian Index of Wellbeing Network is an independent, 
non-partisan group of national and international leaders, researchers, 
organizations, and grassroots Canadians. Its mission is to report on 
wellbeing at the national level and promote a dialogue on how to 
improve it through evidence-based policies that are responsive to the 
needs and values of Canadians.

The Network’s signature product is the Canadian Index of Wellbeing 
(CIW). The CIW measures Canada’s wellbeing and tracks progress 
in eight interconnected categories. It allows us, as Canadians, to see 
if we are better off or worse off than we used to be — and why. It 
helps identify what we need to change to achieve a better outcome 
and to leave the world a better place for the generations that follow.                                                                                                                                          
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