S NEWS RELEASE

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

A. SCHULMAN'S AGRIPLAS™ WHEAT STRAW BIO-FILLER ON F ORD FLEX
RECEIVES INNOVATION RECOGNITION FROM SPE AUTOMOTIVE DIVISION

New technology reduces carbon footprint, lowers part weight,
increases dimensional stability, and requiresless energy for manufacturing

AKRON, Ohio — November 16, 2009 — A. Schulman, [iNasdag-GS: SHLM) today
announced that its AgriPlas™ wheat straw fiberfilier, as featured in Ford’s new Flex
crossover vehicle, was a Blue Ribbon Finalist foEavironmental Innovation Award from the
Society of Plastics Engineers’ (SPE) AutomotiveiBion. The application is for an injection-
molded storage bin and inner lid for the interibtre Ford Flex.

The AgriPlas product is polypropylene containirftpia-filler,” wheat straw fiber, which is a by-
product of harvesting wheat. The use of wheat stilaev as a bio-filler offers several
advantages compared with talc- and/or glass-filelgpropylene.

Based on the specific experience with this awanalrimg application for Ford, the advantages
include:

* Weight savings of approximately 10 percent

* Increased dimensional stability

» Firstindustrial application of a wheat straw-reirded plastic

* Less energy used in manufacturing due to lower mademperatures

» Lower carbon footprint — produces 1.30 kilogransslef carbon dioxide per kilogram of

product based on Ford’s analysis

“We are very pleased to receive this important gidurecognition for ouAgriPlas wheat straw
bio-filler on the Ford Flex,5aidPaul Boulier, Vice President and Chief Marketingdi€2fr of A.
Schulman*“The initial success with the AgriPlas bio-fillerda encouraging step in delivering
innovative new products that use renewable mase@air partnership with Ford in this
application has opened up interesting possibilitieA. Schulman in the area of bio-filled
polymers.”

An interior storage bin may seem like a small staut it opens the door for more applications,
said Dr. Ellen Lee, technical expert, Ford’s PtzsiResearch. “We see a great deal of potential
for other applications since wheat straw has goedhanical properties, can meet our
performance and durability specifications and aather reduce our carbon footprint — all
without compromise to the customer,” she said.

The Blue Ribbon Finalist team included Ford, A. @afan, the University of Waterloo, Omtec

and Tier One supplier International Automotive Cam@nts. The University of Waterloo has
led the agricultural fiber project that includee tivheat straw fiber development as a member of
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the Ontario BioCar Initiative. Ford joined the Uarsity of Waterloo and A. Schulman team to
fuel the project development.

“Without Ford’s driving force and contribution, weould have never been able to move from
academia to industry in such lightning speed,” $¢&idnardo Simon, associate professor of
chemical engineering at the University of Waterloo.

A. Schulman is investigating other possible usestfe AgriPlas wheat straw fiber in several
non-automotive applications, as well as additienabmotive interior and under-the-hood
applicationsFor more information about AgriPlas bio-fillergsi
www.aschulman.com/agriplas

About A. Schulman, Inc.

Headquartered in Akron, Ohio, A. Schulman is ailegdhternational supplier of high-
performance plastic compounds and resins. Theserialatare used in a variety of consumer,
industrial, automotive and packaging applicatidrisee Company employs about 2,000 people
and has 16 manufacturing facilities in North AmayiEurope and Asia. Revenues for the fiscal
year ended August 31, 2009, were $1.3 billion. Aiddal information about A. Schulman can
be found atvww.aschulman.com

Forward-Looking Statements

Certain statements in this release may constitrtedrd-looking statements within the meaning
of the Federal securities laws. These statementbeadentified by the fact that they do not
relate strictly to historic or current facts. These such words as “anticipate,” “estimate,”
“expect,” “project,” “intend,” “plan,” “believe,” ad other words and terms of similar meaning in
connection with any discussion of future operatngnancial performance. These forward-
looking statements are based on currently availaidemation, but are subject to a variety of
uncertainties, unknown risks and other factors eamog the Company’s operations and
business environment, which are difficult to prédicd are beyond the control of the Company.
Important factors that could cause actual resaltiifter materially from those suggested by
these forward-looking statements, and that couleiesaly affect the Company’s future financial
performance, include, but are not limited to, tbkofving:

* Worldwide and regional economic, business andipalitonditions, including
continuing economic uncertainties in some or athef Company’s major product
markets;

* Fluctuations in the value of currencies in maj@aarwhere the Company operates,
including the U.S. dollar, Euro, U.K. pound steglit€anadian dollar, Mexican peso,
Chinese yuan and Indonesian rupiah;

* Fluctuations in the prices of sources of energpglastic resins and other raw materials;

» Changes in customer demand and requirements;

» Escalation in the cost of providing employee heaitfe;

* The outcome of any legal claims known or unknown;

* The performance of the global auto market;

» The global financial market turbulence; and

» The global or regional economic slowdown or recessi



Additional risk factors that could affect the Compa performance are set forth in the
Company’s Annual Report on Form 10-K. In additioeks and uncertainties not presently
known to the Company or that it believes to be inemal also may adversely affect the
Company. Should any known or unknown risks or ulageties develop into actual events, or
underlying assumptions prove inaccurate, theseldgweents could have material adverse
effects on the Company’s business, financial coonlénd results of operations.

This release contains time-sensitive informatiat tkeflects management’s best analysis only as
of the date of this release. A. Schulman does ndédake an obligation to publicly update or
revise any forward-looking statements to refleat m¥ents, information or circumstances, or
otherwise. Further information concerning issued tdould materially affect financial
performance related to forward-looking statemeatslme found in A. Schulman’s periodic

filings with the Securities and Exchange Commission
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