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“...landing in a new culture can feel like jumping
into cold water. The shock can be great, but as
you move around, you become warmer and you
can start to swim. Within five years you are
swimming well.”

Germans of Waterloo Region
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— Alex Miintz

“I can’t change history...but | certainly can make Q

an impact on the future.” ()

— Manfred Conrad 3

Peter Wiese talks about learning languages with Y}

the goal of moving out into and becoming a =]

citizen of the world “...because then you can o

live life to the fullest.” L)
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Rosina on the boat from Germany to Montréal i
Canada in 1960. (c) Rosina Miihlberghuber. ®
In this Oral History Project, the Waterloo Centre for German Studies at the University of Waterloo, g
Ontario, Canada, through multiple interviews and analyses, presents the historical and modern aspects =
of the German-speaking people of the region. —
)

“The desire to have both roots and wings is consistent with many immigrants’ ©
descriptions of their own cultural identities, which are often difficult to define in such =

stark terms as |-am-German, or |-am-Canadian. Identity can only be defined through o

the relationship between the remembrance of the old and the experience of the new.” 0q
— Alissa Melitzer, Paul Malone and Natasa Nuhanovi¢ 5’
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An idea and a start ...
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Germans of Waterloo Region

The painting on the book’s cover
is by Peter Etril Snyder. We are
grateful to Cynthia Weber for
granting the copyright.

Many of the community members
interviewed gave their
photographs to the Oral History
Project. Some photographs are
included in the book.
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