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Recreating
Nature

G E R M A N  R O M A N T I C  L A N D S C A P E S  A S  C U L T U R A L  E C O L O G Y

Follow DENNIS MAHONEY, the Wolfgang and Barbara Mieder Green and Gold Professor of 
German at the University of Vermont, on a journey from the 1800s to today. He’ll start with 
the economic, scientific, and philosophical developments in German territories around 
1800 that helped lead to a new conception and depiction of nature in art and literature. 
Then, drawing on the notion of art and literature as a cultural ecology that criticizes current 
practices and presents images of what society lacks or desires, he’ll conclude by sketching  
out some of the German Romantic roots of today’s environmental movement.

BE IT THE DEPICTIONS OF CASTLES AND SEDUCTIVE SIRENS ALONG 

 THE RHINE RIVER IN THE POETRY AND PROSE OF BRENTANO, 

EICHENDORFF, AND HEINE, THE PAINTINGS OF ARTISTS LIKE RUNGE  

AND FRIEDRICH, OR THE FAIRY TALES TOLD BY THE BROTHERS GRIMM,  

THE GERMAN ROMANTICS CREATED LANDSCAPES WHOSE IMAGES 

CONTINUE TO RESONATE IN THE POPULAR IMAGINATION. 

Public Lecture

18. NOVEMBER 2014 - 7pm

UNIVERSITY OF WATERLOO  
J.G. HAGEY HALL OF THE HUMANITIES   |   ROOM - HH 1102

RECEPTION TO FOLLOW   |   FREE ADMISSION &  ALL ARE WELCOME
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