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WHAT DO WE MEAN BY EMERGENT ENCOUNTERS?

EMERGENT

“...[S]trategy for building complex
patterns and systems of change
through relatively small interactions, is
to me — the potential scale of
transformation that could come from
movements intenfionally practicing
this adaptive, relational way of
being, on our own and with others”

- adrienne maree brown



https://www.etymonline.com/search?q=radical

WHAT DO WE MEAN BY EMERGENT ENCOUNTERS?

ENCOUNTER

“The international of hope...Notfthe
power with a new sign or new clothing.
A breath like this, the breath of dignity.
A floweryes, the flower of hope. A
songyes, the song of life... [We invite to
this encuentro] all who, with no matter
to colors, race or borders, make of
hope a weapon and a shield.”

- Zapatista National Liberation Army



https://www.etymonline.com/search?q=radical

WHAT DO WE MEAN BY EMERGENT ENCOUNTERS?

small actions/infinite

proliferations

“This is tremendously important. | don’t think
scale is our friend. | think scale is our enemy.
In order to renew our habits of assembly, we
do so in small scale with hopefully infinite
proliferation. And we have to learn how to
get together with one another on a small
scale with a kind of patience, with ethical
regard for one another in ways that | think
could be proliferative...”

- Fred Moten



https://www.etymonline.com/search?q=radical

SEASON ONE

. DEEP LISTENING - SEPTEMBER 2022 -
EQUINOX

. ENCOUNTER — OCTOBER 2022
. RELATIONSHIP - JANUARY 2023
. SMALL ACTIONS - FEBRUARY 2023

. REPAIR - APRIL 2023

. RETURN - SEPTEMBER 2023 - EQUINOX




1. DEEP LISTENING

“A practice that is
Infended to heighten and
expand consciousness of
sound in as many
dimensions of awareness
and attentional dynamics
as humanly possible.”

- Pauline Oliveros

September 23rd, 2022
Featuring: Star Gazing
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2 E N C O U N T E R CIDECI UNITIERRA, SAN CRISTOBAL DE LAS CASAS
[ J EGISTRO DE PARTICIPANTES Y ASISTENTES EL 25 DE DICIEMBRE 2014
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“A border is a dividing line, a narrow strip
along a steep edge. A border land is a
vague and undetermined place created
by the emotional residue of an unnatural
boundary. Itisin a constant state of
transition. The prohibited and forbidden are
its inhabitants. Los atravesados live here:
the squint-eyed, the perverse, the queer,
the troublesome, the mongrel, the mulaftto,
the half-breed, the half dead: in short,
those who cross over, pass over, or go
through the confines of the normal.”

- Gloria Anzaldua
November 4th, 2022

Featuring: Sharmeen Khan, No One Is
lllegal




Our session flowed through three key transitions:

a) Connections & Conversations - we spent some time learning about each other's
involvement and commitment to social justice (even if it's just at the beginning!) and

then we'll also discuss what we know is going on around us.

b) Facilitating Encounter, a workshop with Sharmeen Khan - as a bridge
builder locally and internationally, Sharmeen has developed a strong practice of
creating connections between at times disparate movements through relationality and
care. Sharmeen is also a skilled facilitator and will provide us with tips/theories on

how to approach facilitating small- and large-scale meetings with purpose a_d_ the
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importance of principled disagreement. ZarE A

c) Sifting Through Movement Stories - our final segment of the session worked us
through an engaged activity where we began to collect, learn, and dig through the
history of movement organizing on UW campus, in KW, and in the spaces we

currently move in.
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SIFTING THROUGH MOVEMENT STORIES [z

...where we begin to collect, learn, and di through the history of
movement organizing on UW campus, in KW, and in the spaces we
currently move in.




3. RELATIONSHIP

“All around me, the people |l lovedwere
in crisis — psychological, financial,
medical, interpersonal. When you live ina
community of queers, anarchists, and
activists, crisis is the baseline and stability
an outlier....So, in the midst of despair, |
have come to believe that love—the
feeling of love, the politics of love, the
ethics and ideology and embodiment of
love—is the only good optionin this fime
of apocalypse.”

— Kai Cheng Thom

January 23rd, 2023
Featuring: Lal (Rosina Kazi & Nicholas
Murray)







4. SMALL ACTIONS

“Left social movements have two big
jobs right now. First, we need 1o
organize to help people survive the
devastating conditions unfolding every
day. Second, we need to mobilize
hundreds of millions of people for
resistance so we can tackle the
underlying causes of these crises.”

— Dean Spade

February 17th, 2023
Featuring: Farrah Miranda




FARRAH MIRANDA
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MASS ARRIVAL, QUEEN ST.

Marking the arrival anniversary of the MV Sun Sea, the ship that brought 492 Tamil migrants to Canada, the
group staged a mass arrival of their own. Two-hundred self-identified white people descended into one of
Toronto's busiest intersections aboard, a satirical canvas replica of the MV Sun Sea.




Yoko Ono Painting for the Wind, 1961  Almus Gallery, New York
Cut a hole. Cover twith fine bamboo screen. Place it in the wind.
Cut a hole in a bag filled with seeds of any kind and place the bag where there is a wind.




5. REPAIR

“Withinrituals, we lovingly argue out the
meanings of what we do, for whom, and
why... In these and other ways, our rituals
at once prepare us for freedom and set
us free, evenif only in pockets of fime.
They are a pre-condition for and the
condition of freedom. Part of that
freedomis our ownhealing — a
multigenerational process involving our
selves and societies.”

— Cindy Milstein

April 2023
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https://www.etymonline.com/search?q=radical

PROMPTS FOR PRINTING

How do we plug into and support
social movements outside the
university?

When groups like Black Lives M atter, No
One Is lllegal, student organizing against
gun violence are mobilizing, what supports
feel useful to contribute from where you
are positioned in life?



https://www.etymonline.com/search?q=radical
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