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Welcome to our presentation on redesigning Waterloo Park for Children. I’'m Megan,
I’'m Andrea, and I’'m Patricia. We hope you enjoy our presentation.



Our Goals

1. Allow children to take control of their
own play space

2. Provide children with an environment that
promotes language development for diverse
backgrounds

3. Encourage children to engage in different
forms of play

4. Creating a memorable experience that
sparks conversation between parent & child

Our goals for these three areas is to create a place where children can take control of
their own play space, while also providing them with an environment that offers
opportunities to promote language development that is suitable for many diverse
backgrounds. Further we hope to create a place that encourages children to partake
in many different forms of play that will allow them to create many memorable
experiences.

Picture Links:
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.bbc.com%2Fnews%2F
world-us-canada-
51938537&psig=A0vVaw0k99uwyjCP6iwCK5sU2V9g&ust=1633574622359000&sour
ce=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAsQjRxgFwoTCLiPuO3htPMCFQAAAAAJAAAAABAD



https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.bbc.com%2Fnews%2Fworld-us-canada-51938537&psig=AOvVaw0k99uwyjCP6iwCK5sU2V9g&ust=1633574622359000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAsQjRxqFwoTCLiPuO3htPMCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD

Eby Farmstead

The first area of the park that we will be focusing on today is the Eby farmstead area.



Park theme

* Theme centers around the integration of a
farmer’s life and the growing city

* Concentrates on the promotion of pretend play

* Benefits of pretend play
* Cooperation and collaboration
+ Sharing and negotiating
» Development of creativity, emotional
regulation and social skill

To make the area cohesive and engaging for children, we have decided to go with a
theme that centers around the integration of a farmer’s life and the growing city. This
theme promotes the idea of pretend play within children as they are able to take
objects and events they already know and use their imagination to create a story of
their own. Some benefits of pretend play for the ages of 1 to 3 years old include
increased cooperation and collaboration, introduction to sharing and negotiation as
well as the development of creativity, emotional regulation and social skills (Gray,
2011).

Photo Links:

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fpxhere.com%2Fen%2Fphot
0%2F7551348&psig=A0OvVaw1l1MIxMmlp_vRZvgCgbgAL7&ust=1638893563035000&s

ource=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAsQjRxqFwoTCKDgvbnlz_QCFQAAAAAJAAAAABAD



FARMERS' MARK

Park Overview

* Depicts the center circle separated
into its three main areas

* Former pig statue area transformed
into Farmer’s Market area

* New proposed pathway to connect
center circle to Farmer’s Market

Here we have a diagram showing where all of the new features will be placed. As
seen, we plan to separate the center circle into three main areas and have the former
pig statue area transformed into a farmer’s market area. We also proposed to create
a new pathway to connect the center circle to the farmer’s market area.

Image taken from google earth Edited by Patricia Colaco




Redesigning the Way for Exploration

* Expand the diameter of the center circle and
further divide it into three main areas by
pathways

* Pathways will be painted to imitate a road
design

* Stop signs located within the center circle and at
the pedestrian walkway

+ Additional seating will be added around center
circle to provide safe play area

For now, we will focus on the center circle. At the moment, the Eby Farmstead
pathways are very limited and bare, making it very hard for children to explore the
park and express themselves. We have decided to restructure the pathways by
expanding the diameter of the center circle to create a larger space for features that
contribute to pretend play. The circle will also be divided into three main play areas
by small pathways which allows easy access to all elements of the park. To fit in with
our theme, the pathways will be painted to imitate a road design which will also
contribute to a clear flow and encouragement of movement throughout the Eby
Farmstead area (Wortham & Wortham, 1989). Additionally, there will be miniature
stop signs located within the circle and some seating areas within one of the smallest
sections to make the area safer and more comfortable for the children.

Picture Links:

Sidewalk Road Design:

(1) http://www.parraparents.com.au/parks-playgrounds/strathfield-
park/attachment/img_20180516_142633/

(2) https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.parraparents.com.a



https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.parraparents.com.au%2Fparks-playgrounds%2Fstrathfield-park%2Fattachment%2Fimg_20180516_142551%2F&psig=AOvVaw2-hvX2C2EiqX5k5-yMUkZr&ust=1633717205020000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAsQjRxqFwoTCPi43YP1uPMCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAJ

u%2Fparks-playgrounds%2Fstrathfield-

park%2Fattachment%2Fimg 20180516 142551%2F&psig=AOvVaw2-
hvX2C2EigX5k5-
yMUKZr&ust=1633717205020000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAsQjRxgFwoT
CPi43YP1uPMCFQAAAAAJAAAAABA)



https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.parraparents.com.au%2Fparks-playgrounds%2Fstrathfield-park%2Fattachment%2Fimg_20180516_142551%2F&psig=AOvVaw2-hvX2C2EiqX5k5-yMUkZr&ust=1633717205020000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAsQjRxqFwoTCPi43YP1uPMCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAJ

II Barn & Pig Pen Area

* Largest section of center circle will
feature a small barn house

* Structure will have windows and
various interactive images to
promote pretend play

* le. cowbell, horseshoe and hay

* Pig statues will be moved to the
pig pen that surrounds structure

Within the largest section the center circle, we will feature a small barn house which
will include several windows as well as interactive images that promote pretend play
with children. These images will serve as a modeling and repetition topic between a
caregiver and child where adults can state what the meaningful images are and ask
the children to repeat, stimulating a conversation (Wing et al., 2007). We have
decided to move two of the pig statues to this area and place them within a pig pen
that surrounds the structure to emphasize the theme.

Picture Link:
Farmhouse:

https://www.caloo.co.uk/timthumb.php?src=https://www.caloo.co.uk/wp-
content/uploads/2019/07/Barn-Playhouse-Back.jpg&w=1218&h=863&q0=100



https://www.caloo.co.uk/timthumb.php?src=https://www.caloo.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/07/Barn-Playhouse-Back.jpg&w=1218&h=863&q=100

Playhouse Area

¢ Within smaller section of center
circle, a playhouse will be added

* Playhouse will feature an interactive
door, and windows

* Encourages pretend play and
cooperation

«
X
Y
v

* Examples of play: Playing house and
adopting familial roles, closing and
opening doors and windows

Within a smaller section of the center circle, we will also add a playhouse to tie in the
growing city theme. This playhouse will feature an interactive door and window
which will help encourage pretend play and cooperation. Some examples of pretend
play that children may engage in is playing house and adopting familial roles as well
as closing and opening of doors and windows. Before the age of 2, children may
develop interest in their peers and want to stay close to them but will not engage in
social and pretend play (Wortham & Wortham, 1989). Therefore, the manipulable
features, such as the doors and windows of the playhouse, are enjoyable for younger
toddlers.

Picture Links:

Playhouse: https://www.backyarddiscovery.com/collections/wooden-
playhouses/products/aspen-playhouse



https://www.backyarddiscovery.com/collections/wooden-playhouses/products/aspen-playhouse

Center Circle Area

S

We have also created a diagram to help show the area in more detail. This just helps
with demonstrating where each feature will be placed.

Photo taken and Edited By: Patricia Colaco

Photo Links:
Stop Sign: https://static.turbosquid.com/Preview/001157/340/KX/stop-sign-3D-
model_600.jpg

Playhouse: https://images.costco-
static.com/ImageDelivery/imageService?profileld=12026540&imageld=100692014-
847 1&recipeName=350

Broken Fence:
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Ffree3d.com%2F3d-
model%2Fbroken-fence-



https://static.turbosquid.com/Preview/001157/340/KX/stop-sign-3D-model_600.jpg
https://images.costco-static.com/ImageDelivery/imageService?profileId=12026540&imageId=100692014-847__1&recipeName=350
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Ffree3d.com%2F3d-model%2Fbroken-fence-2358.html&psig=AOvVaw1iECczeqqQox9N0Wwzk7Xh&ust=1633966786074000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAsQjRxqFwoTCPD_yuOWwPMCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD

2358.html&psig=A0OvVawliECczeqqQox9INOWwzk7Xh&ust=1633966786074000&sour
ce=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAsQjRxgFwoTCPD yuOWwPMCFQAAAAAJAAAAABAD

Farmhouse: https://whatshed.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2015/05/6-x-6-Windsor-
Dutch-Barn-Playhouse-Painted.jpg



https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Ffree3d.com%2F3d-model%2Fbroken-fence-2358.html&psig=AOvVaw1iECczeqqQox9N0Wwzk7Xh&ust=1633966786074000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAsQjRxqFwoTCPD_yuOWwPMCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD
https://whatshed.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2015/05/6-x-6-Windsor-Dutch-Barn-Playhouse-Painted.jpg

Connecting the Areas

’ RMERS® MARKET
* Create two pathways to connect Farmer’s B2 TR R e -y
Market area and toddler’s playground to
main pathway

° L

* To fit in with road theme seen in main
circle, pedestrian walkway will connect
circle to Farmer’s Market

* Smaller, curved steppingstones will be
added between toddler’s playground and
main pathway to encourage exploration
and movement

Moving on from the center circle, we will quickly focus on connecting the areas of the
park. In our redesign, we have included a series of pathways that are branching off
the current paved way that will promote cohesion of the areas. The first pathway will
connect the farmer’s market section to the center circle, and it will be painted as a
pedestrian walkway to help tie in with the theme. We also plan to add smaller, curved
steppingstones between the toddler’s playground and main pathway to encourage
exploration and movement. Having less direct routes, and secondary paths
encourages children to explore and navigate throughout the area. (Natural Learning
Initiative, 2012).

Picture Links:
Picture Taken and Edited By: Patricia Colaco

Stepping Stones:
https://i.pinimg.com/originals/9f/00/78/9f0078dfdc135308e9d0c0bbb83bec43.jpg
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Farmer's Market Area

¢ Create Farmer’s Market in former
pig statue area

* Market stand with empty shelves

* Small wooden crates placed around
area that can be filled with objects
collected by child (acorns, leaves,
etc.)

* Small moving truck with empty back

* Children can climb into driver’s
seat or load objects onto back

The final area of Eby Farmstead will be the Farmer’s Market area. It will feature two
market stands with empty shelves and several small wooden crates scattered around
the area. This will allow children to take advantage of the space by collecting objects
and filling the shelves and crates to their desire. We also propose to add a small
moving truck with an empty loading back. Again, this will allow the children to fill it
with small objects and climb into the driver’s seat to engage in pretend play. By
presenting this set-up, we hope to provide children with a sort of “stage” where they
can engage in pretend play and say things they have heard in familiar settings. Often
it is not just the parents talking to the children that will help stimulate their growth
but the actual act of taking conversational turns (Gémez, & Strasser, 2021).

Picture Links:

Truck:
https://www.google.com/search?g=kids+semi+truck+ride+on&tbm=isch&ved=2ahUK
EwiH6daf2LbzAhU g3IEHWkKHC60Q2-

cCegQIABAA&oqg=kids+semi+truck+&gs lcp=CgNpbWcQARgBMgUIABCABDIFCAAQgA

QyBAgAEB4yBggAEAgQH]IGCAAQCBAeOgQIABBDOggIABCABBCxAzoICAAQsQMQgwE

6BWgAELEDEENQWMgCWMyCA2CzIwNoA3AAeACAAYUCIAHVEJIBBjguMTAUMZgBAK
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https://www.google.com/search?q=kids+semi+truck+ride+on&tbm=isch&ved=2ahUKEwiH6daf2LbzAhU_g3IEHWkHC6oQ2-cCegQIABAA&oq=kids+semi+truck+&gs_lcp=CgNpbWcQARgBMgUIABCABDIFCAAQgAQyBAgAEB4yBggAEAgQHjIGCAAQCBAeOgQIABBDOggIABCABBCxAzoICAAQsQMQgwE6BwgAELEDEENQwMgCWMyCA2CzlwNoA3AAeACAAYUCiAHvEJIBBjguMTAuMZgBAKABAaoBC2d3cy13aXotaW1nwAEB&sclient=img&ei=wg9eYYeAD7-GytMP6Y6s0Ao&bih=615&biw=1349&client=firefox-b-d&hl=en

ABAaoBC2d3cy13aXotaW1lnwAEB&sclient=img&ei=wg9eYYeAD7-
GytMP6Y6s0A0&bih=615&biw=1349&client=firefox-b-d&hl=en#imgrc=iT{Gn-

LAAYyt6M

Produce Stand Picture:
https://www.google.com/search?g=kids+produce+stand&tbm=isch&ved=2ahUKEwjF

kZ al7bzAhXgqHIEHZXsDP8Q2-
cCegQIlABAA&o0qg=kids+produce+&gs lcp=CgNpbWcQARgAMgUIABCABDIGCAAQCBA
e0gglABCABBCxAzolICAAQsQMQewE6BASAEEMG6BWgAELEDEEM6Bgg AEAUQHIChvgh

YItAIYIHeCGgAcAB4AIABtwGIAaQLkgEDNi43mAEAOAEBggELZ3dzLXdpeilpb WFAAQE
&sclient=img&ei=MA9eYcW5JuDRytMPldmz-A8&bih=615&biw=1349&client=firefox-
b-d&hl=en#imgrc=MaSvh4W-5pD8DM - produce stand picture

Farmer’s Market Sign:
https://www.google.com/search?g=farmers+market+sign&tbm=isch&chips=qg:farmer

s+market+sign,g 1:clipart:mfHQK81TpE8%3D&client=firefox-b-
d&hl=en&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjf7dzU17bzAhWIr3IEHZPZBNwQ4|YoAHOECAEQEA&Dbi
w=1349&bih=615#imgrc=LhRDeboKf-upjM - farmer's market sign picture

Child-sized patio: https://www.pinterest.ca/pin/497084877621339219/ - child sized
patio set
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https://www.google.com/search?q=kids+semi+truck+ride+on&tbm=isch&ved=2ahUKEwiH6daf2LbzAhU_g3IEHWkHC6oQ2-cCegQIABAA&oq=kids+semi+truck+&gs_lcp=CgNpbWcQARgBMgUIABCABDIFCAAQgAQyBAgAEB4yBggAEAgQHjIGCAAQCBAeOgQIABBDOggIABCABBCxAzoICAAQsQMQgwE6BwgAELEDEENQwMgCWMyCA2CzlwNoA3AAeACAAYUCiAHvEJIBBjguMTAuMZgBAKABAaoBC2d3cy13aXotaW1nwAEB&sclient=img&ei=wg9eYYeAD7-GytMP6Y6s0Ao&bih=615&biw=1349&client=firefox-b-d&hl=en
https://www.google.com/search?q=kids+produce+stand&tbm=isch&ved=2ahUKEwjFkZ_a17bzAhXgqHIEHZXsDP8Q2-cCegQIABAA&oq=kids+produce+&gs_lcp=CgNpbWcQARgAMgUIABCABDIGCAAQCBAeOggIABCABBCxAzoICAAQsQMQgwE6BAgAEEM6BwgAELEDEEM6BggAEAUQHlChvghYltAIYIHeCGgAcAB4AIABtwGIAaQLkgEDNi43mAEAoAEBqgELZ3dzLXdpei1pbWfAAQE&sclient=img&ei=MA9eYcW5JuDRytMPldmz-A8&bih=615&biw=1349&client=firefox-b-d&hl=en
https://www.google.com/search?q=farmers+market+sign&tbm=isch&chips=q:farmers+market+sign,g_1:clipart:mfHQK81TpE8%3D&client=firefox-b-d&hl=en&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjf7dzU17bzAhWIr3IEHZPZBNwQ4lYoAHoECAEQEA&biw=1349&bih=615
https://www.pinterest.ca/pin/497084877621339219/

This is a more in-depth diagram that shows all of the features and their placement of
the farmer’s market area.

Photo Taken and Edited: Patricia Colaco

Picture Links
Farmers Market https://st.hzcdn.com/simgs/4d51e1830c5df2b8 4-6025/home-

Arch
https://leisureseason.com/images/stories/virtuemart/product/images/2019/WA6180

%20(4).]

Pedestrian: https://image.shutterstock.com/image-photo/pedestrian-crossing-
afternoon-260nw-1100354084.ipg

Crate: https://images.homedepot-static.com/productimages/ee6609ee-8728-43db-
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https://st.hzcdn.com/simgs/4d51e1830c5df2b8_4-6025/home-design.jpg
https://leisureseason.com/images/stories/virtuemart/product/images/2019/WA6180%20(4).jpg
https://image.shutterstock.com/image-photo/pedestrian-crossing-afternoon-260nw-1100354084.jpg
https://images.homedepot-static.com/productImages/ee6609ee-8728-43db-abe9-0772e8e534b0/svn/unfinished-wood-crates-pallet-wooden-crates-94565-64_1000.jpg

abe9-0772e8e534b0/svn/unfinished-wood-crates-pallet-wooden-crates-94565-
64_1000.jpg

Crate of apples: https://thumbs.dreamstime.com/b/red-apples-wooden-crate-d-
illustration-40950164.jpg

Barrel: https://alacraterentals.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/ALaCrate-Rentals-
Whiskey-Barrel-Rustic-Cocktail-Table-Wisconsin-WEB-600x600.ipg

Bench:
https://hw.menardc.com/main/items/media/MWTRUO012/ProductLarge/2722110.jpg
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https://images.homedepot-static.com/productImages/ee6609ee-8728-43db-abe9-0772e8e534b0/svn/unfinished-wood-crates-pallet-wooden-crates-94565-64_1000.jpg
https://thumbs.dreamstime.com/b/red-apples-wooden-crate-d-illustration-40950164.jpg
https://alacraterentals.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/ALaCrate-Rentals-Whiskey-Barrel-Rustic-Cocktail-Table-Wisconsin-WEB-600x600.jpg
https://hw.menardc.com/main/items/media/MWTRU012/ProductLarge/2722110.jpg

Farmhouse Swings

Now, we are going to move on the next section of the park, the farmhouse swings.

Photo taken by: Patricia Colaco
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Park Theme

» Theme depicts a storybook forest that is
decorated by woodland animals

» Area will consist of four main pathways
where children can choose which route to
explore

» Some pathways will be concentrated on
"play"” while others are made accessible
for purposes

When looking at the Farmhouse Swings area, we can see that it consists of a slope,
surrounded by an abundance of trees. Therefore, to allude to a woodland forest we
decided to include various paths where children can explore and develop their
conversations by not only perceiving but also taking part in an adventure. By creating
numerous paths, we are giving the children the ability to choose their preferred route
while still providing safer and easier access for their accompanying parents.

Picture Links:
https://images.unsplash.com/photo-1592859600972-1b0834d83747?ixlib=rb-
1.2.1&ixid=MnwxMjA3fDB8MHxzZWFyY2h8Mnx8Zm9yZXNOJTIwcGFOaHxIbnwwfHw
wfHW%3D&w=1000&q=80
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(1) PAVED-WAY.

(2) RQPE BRIDGE _

(3) MULCH STAIRS: .

(4) SLIDE, B /& Tl =
(5)CLIMBING'APVENTURE
(6) BIKE RACKI

(7) FAMILY/PJCNIC AREA.

In the picture in the slide, we have the park overview. As you can see, we will be
focusing our attention on the hill region below the actual swing area. In this park
overview, we can see the paved way, rope bridge, mulch stairs, slide, climbing
adventure, bike rack and family/picnic area from left to right, each section with a
designated number.

Picture Taken and edited by: Patricia Colaco



ATOIVUN D Tawvitcs.

228 The Tortoise & The Hare

(1) Paved Way

* Winding paved path up the hill for
parents with strollers

* Paved path's theme will be the
tortoise and the hare

* On the insides of the curves there
will be playground logs for children
to climb in and trunk steps for them
to go over

In the first section, we plan to have a paved path on the left bordered with hollow
logs and trunk steps. It will curve up the hill in a figure-eight whilst curating an
adventure where children can climb, jump, or crawl their way up, while caregivers
with strollers or younger kids can follow along.

At a young age, children are beginning to become more interested in animals and
through this adventurous path that is decorated with figures and images of animals,
children will learn more about the natural world (Strommen, 1995; Patrick &
Tunnicliffe, 2011).

The animals will be depicted interacting with the path by sitting on a log or digging

beside it, while others will rest in their dens showcasing their actual homes. The goal
is to create an area that promotes talk by making an interactive forest narrative that
will facilitate conversation between caregivers and children as they explore together.

For children in strollers, the pavement will have the story of the tortoise and the hare
painted along it and an interactive board at the start. This story will be told using
pictures with only key words, for the parents. Therefore, this paved path will provide
a universal narrative that will help facilitate storytelling and abstract language skills

16



(Tompkins et al., 2013).

Picture Links:

Tortoise and the Hare: https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Aesops-
Fables-The-Tortoise-and-the-Hare-Clip-Art-Set-3212903

Tree Stumps: https://www.ecoparent.ca/eco-parenting/why-natural-playgrounds-are-

better-structured-playgrounds
Hollow Trunk: https://www.pwap.com/playgrounds/nature/4-6-hollow-logs
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https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Aesops-Fables-The-Tortoise-and-the-Hare-Clip-Art-Set-3212903
https://www.ecoparent.ca/eco-parenting/why-natural-playgrounds-are-better-structured-playgrounds
https://www.pwap.com/playgrounds/nature/4-6-hollow-logs

(2) Rope Bridge

* Adjacent to paved pathway,
a rope bridge will be
located

* Offers children opportunity
to explore their developing
motor skills and increase
interaction with caregivers

* Rope bridge will be placed
very close to ground and
have grass beneath
structure to ensure safe

play

Adjacent to the paved way, we intend to add a rope bridge which offers children the
opportunity to develop their motor skills and increase interaction with caregivers.
Additionally, children can play with peers by climbing the rope bridge side by side and
discover different exploration opportunities that could cater to varying level of
difficulty, interests, challenges, and stimulations (Little, & Eager, 2010). Considering
the rope bridge is designed to be a more challenging structure for children, they may
require more guidance from caregivers, allowing for natural conversation to occur
while their caregivers walk alongside them through the mulch stairs.

Picture References:
Rope Bridge:

https://i.pinimg.com/736x/2a/0f/89/2a0f89591f7e45d079f06e2b92a71659.jpg
(original photo link; edited by Patricia Colaco)
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II (3) Mulch Stairs

* Located between rope bridge and
slide

« Allows for parents to walk alongside
their children as they climb on the
rope bridge

« Facilitates conversation between the
caregiver and child

« Allows a quick path for children to get
to the top of the slide

Next, we will discuss the mulch stairs that is located between the rope bridge and the
slide. This area provides children an easy access point to run to the top of the hill to
get on the slide. The mulch also gives parents and caregivers an opportunity to watch
their children as they climb up the rope bridge, and potentially facilitate some
conversation.

Picture Links:
Mulch stairs:

https://i.pinimg.com/736x/50/2a/bb/502abbcaa4b3c9ch91e0ed7e94da4563--
landscaping-a-hill-natural-landscaping.jpg
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(4) Slide

* Slide located in between the mulch
stairs and climbing adventure

* Tadpole to frog evolution theme

* Gradient slide colour from blue to
green to add to the frog cycle
* Going from water to earth

* Keeps the kids moving and also
questioning about this frog cycle

The slide acts as an active play zone, where children can engage in running and
sliding. In terms of child development, slides can aid in the development of balance,
strength and flexibility, spatial awareness, coordination and even the development of
social skills (Stanfel, 2018; Wilson, 2007).

Children can run up the hill through the mulch stairs and slide down, while learning
about the cycle of the frog (Wilson, 2007).

On the right side (as you can see here [using pointer]), we will have a long billboard
that follows the curves of the slide, where children can view as they slide down the
blue to green gradient, which depicts the transition from water to land. It tells the
story of the frog cycle from an egg to a tadpole and finally an adult frog. We hope
that this biological narrative will be universal for caregivers and their children to
discuss.

Picture Links:

Slide 1:
https://i.pinimg.com/originals/aa/20/52/aa2052c6f1f87896379cfb3c0cca86fa.jpg

Slide 2:
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https://cdn02.plentymarkets.com/2f9pfxypnalo/item/images/1866/full/rutsche-
gruen.jpg

Cycle Frog: https://smartclass4kids.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/Egg-1.png

Photos edited by: Patricia Colaco
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(5) Climbing
Adventure

* The climbing adventure area \ %
will be the last pathway
offered

* Pathway will consist of
wooden trunks of varying
sizes and a tunnel bridge

* Sand will be placed within
tunnel bridge to ensure safe
and comfortable play

The last pathway of the Farmhouse Swings design is known as the climbing adventure
area. This section will consist of wooden trunks of varying sizes that will

begin adjacent to the bottom of the slide and move upwards ending at the top of the
hill. Midway, a tunnel bridge structure will be located to encourage pretend play, such
as, acting as an explorer (Wilson, 2007). Sand will be allocated both within and
surrounding the tunnel bridge as it is soft material that ensures the safety of the
children.

Picture Links:

Tunnel Bridge: https://www.thelandscapeguys.com.au/wp-
content/uploads/2018/02/Nature-playground-schools-13.jpg

Tree Trunk

Staircase: https://i.pinimg.com/474x/96/a4/8c/96a48cb0da19423f69e03cf25c7fcfIc-
-natural-playgrounds.jpg
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II (7) Picnic Area

» Move picnic tables to the bottom of the hill

* Provide sitting and area for families and
their children

Add bike racks

* At the top of the hill, there will also be a
paved portion for the parents to park
strollers

Picnic areas will be at both the top and bottom of the hill which will provide places
for families to enjoy a meal, where parents can watch and interact with their children
as they explore. These picnic areas will provide spaces for snacks/meals, and in doing
so, will provide opportunities for families to sit and engage in extended talk. We also
intend to include bike racks and areas for parents to park their strollers.

Picture Links:
Stroller: https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Stroller parking.ipg

Picnic Table: https://www.dansoutdoorfurniture.com/7-Master-Pichic-Table-with-
Seats-p/m84pt.htm
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(1) PAVED-WAY.

(2) RQPE BRIDGE
(3) MULCH STAIRS; -
(4) SLIDE?, kY /& T
(5) CLIMBING’A'IVENTURE

(6) BIKE RAGK

(7) FAMILY/PJCNIC ARE

Here is a recap of the different proposed area for the hill below the farmhouse
swings.

Photo Taken and Edited by: Patricia Colaco



Victorian Gardens

Photo taken by: Daniela O’Neill
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Theme

¢ Theme will focus on nature to tie in
with surrounding land

» Main features will include action and
educational signs on pathways within
and around circle

» Educational signs will be colored
blue and action signs will be green

* Theme will also work to tie in
Victorian Garden area to playground

Our theme, or rather focus for this area is nature and how we can tie our ideas into
the surrounding land. Our hope is that through our ideas of action and educational
signs we can draw attention to the world around them, without impacting or
disturbing it. Which is also why our idea on how to connect Victoria Garden to the
Playground will do it in a way that is still in line with our theme of nature and will not
take away from the surrounding area.

Picture Link:
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fen.wikipedia.org%2Fwiki%2
FKeukenhof&psig=AOvVaw1UMQ8iRlohcHA5Zp5qkFQp&ust=1638551581387000&s0
urce=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAsQjRxqFwoTCLiwOrnOxfQCFQAAAAAJAAAAABAD
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Path Between
Playground & Garden

* Wooden step stones to create
path

¢ Each "stone" will have a letter
or picture on it

* Spell out the ABCs with the
pictures starting with the
letters

¢ Pictures are in the theme of
garden critters

In order to connect the playground with the garden, our idea is to have wooden
stepping stones placed along the ground to form a path. On these stepping will be the
alphabet interspersed with pictures. The pictures will be of simple things that begin
with the letter they follow as well as being things that are commonly found in a
garden. Examples of this would be "B" for butterfly, "L" for ladybug, "S" for sunflower.
The age range this area is aimed at covers an age where children are at various stages
of learning when it comes to reading. As such this path will be aimed at the younger
ones in that group that are still working on their letters and recognizing how they fit
into words (l.e. butterfly starts with a "b").

Picture links:
Butterfly: https://www.pinterest.ca/pin/666392076082825427/

Stepping stones: https://homebnc.com/stepping-stones-decoration-ideas/
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“Sign-mon” Says Pathways

» Pathways currently empty, limiting
children’s ability to interact with
environment and enhance vocabulary

Hop
Like a bunny

» Add several action signs as a non-
invasive way to spark conversations
between children and parents

* Signs are colored green to
indicate they are action signs

walk through garden

* “Hop like a bunny,” "quack like a
duck,” “buzz like a bee”

* Children can practice reading as they E

nn

Within the circle of the Victorian Gardens, the pathways are currently bare and have
limited interactive aspects for children and their caregivers. The garden currently has
a "look but don't touch" feel that does not really make it very fun for young children.
To make the area more welcoming and to help children be aware of their
surroundings as well as provide aids for their language development, we will be
adding several signs to decorate these pathways. These signs will be deemed as “sign-
mon says” signs or more simply put, action signs. To demonstrate they are an action
sign, they will be colored green. On the signs, there will be an action word like “hop”
coupled with an image that will help represent the word. For example, in the picture
above, the sign says, “Hop like a bunny,” with a bunny hopping. The language used
will be simple enough for young children to read and will hopefully create a fun way
for them to learn new words and animals. Consequently, we believe that this is a
noninvasive way to introduce conversations between children and their caregivers
without disturbing the actual garden, while still allowing them to enjoy their
surrounding environment.

Picture Links:
Bunny: https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=http%3A%2F%2Fclipart-
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library.com%2Fclip-art%2Fbunny-transparent-
16.htm&psig=AOvVaw00t4q5HCse8G56 TIMWO09Lv&ust=1638551450795000&source

=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAsQjRxqFwoTCOiCmfzNxfQCFQAAAAAJAAAAABAD

Sign:
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.istockphoto.com%2Fill
ustrations%2Fblank-street-
sign&psig=A0vVawOluajyL4krRroon7mTI0u6&ust=1638551511361000&source=imag
es&cd=vfe&ved=0CAsQjRxqFwoTCLjppZjOxfQCFQAAAAAJAAAAABAD
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Educational Signs

« Signs with the different flowers
in the park that the children will
be prompted to look for during
specific seasons

* Informational signs that gives
simple facts about flowers in the
area

* i.e., the importance of bees
and why we need more
wildflowers

* Encourage children to explore
the garden and learn about the
physical characteristics of plants

We also want to encourage children to explore and observe the surrounding wildlife.
At a young age, many children are beginning to learn about the different organisms
such as plants and animals. In school, many early grade-schoolers are also beginning
to learn about their environments, the basic needs of living things and the
interactions between nature (Ontario Education, 2006). They begin to investigate and
evaluate the differences between plants and animals by observing the physical
characteristics (Ontario Education, 2006).

In the garden, we intend to add blue-coloured signs that would be dispersed around
the outside of the garden. These signs will contain information about the different
flowers that can be found in the garden and some general facts about nature. For the
signs containing the different flowers, we intended to have short dialogues and a
picture of the characteristics of the flowers. Beside each flower, there would
dialogues such as “Hi my name is [Common name for flower]. Please come and find
me. | like to hang out during [months of bloom]” On each sign, there will be a number
of flowers, so that each sign has at least one flower in season.

Through these signs, we hope to help children to identify some of the common
flowers within the garden by encouraging them to observe the different basic
features of plants. We hope that we can facilitate in their learning about how these
plants may interact with other organisms such as bees. For example, bright flowers
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attract the bees, the bees collect pollen and distributes the pollen, allowing for our
environment to flourish.

Picture Links:

Flower 1: https://i0.wp.com/www.habicurious.com/wp-
content/uploads/RoundaboutFlowers-1.jpg?resize=960%2C576&ssl=1
Bumblebee: https://www.bigrivermagazine.com/br.graphics/Rusty-patched-2.ipg

Within the Edited Sign:

Canadian Golden Rod:
https://www.wnps.org/components/com_rsdirectory/files/cache/800x800/2315ab9d
21aacf826763fce40805a205.jpg

New England Asters:
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/b/bd/Symphyotrichum_novae-
angliae3.jpg

Black-eyed Susans: https://gardenerspath.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/Black-
Eyed-Susan-A-Classic-Perennial.jpg

Sign: https://panniergraphics.com/wp-
content/uploads/2017/06/18449391 1492828310762314 3737941975170331017_
o-1.jpg
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Sign Locations

* Green dots depict the “sign-
mon” says signs

* Blue dots depict the
educational signs

This is just a rough idea on where the signs could be placed. With the green dot
representing the actions signs and the blue ones the educational signs.

Image taken from Google Earth. Edited by Andrea Cretu.
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Thank you for Watching!

Image Link:
https://www.engagewr.ca/survivor-garden
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