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What is an international agreement (and what is it meant to do?)?
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What is a COP?
§ COP

§ Conference of the Parties of the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change

§ Once the FCCC came into force (1994), COPs were required à first in Berlin in 1995

§ Annually since then

§ CMP
§ Conference of the Parties Serving as the Meeting of Parties to the Kyoto Protocol

§ Once the Kyoto Protocol came into force (2005), CMPs were required à in parallel with COPs

§ CMA
§ Conference of the Parties Serving as the Meeting of the Parties to the Paris Agreement

§ Once the Paris Agreement came into force (2016), CMAs were required à in parallel with COPs+
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Who goes to a COP?
§ “The UN Climate Change Conference in Glasgow (COP26) brought together 120 world 

leaders and over 40,000 registered participants, including 22,274 party delegates, 14,124 
observers and 3,886 media representatives.”
§ https://www.un.org/en/climatechange/cop26

§ 198/192/194 Parties

§ “As of 2021, 3,047 (2,902 NGOs and 145 IGOs) are admitted as observers. The NGOs 
represent a broad spectrum of interests, and include representatives from business and 
industry, environmental groups, farming and agriculture, indigenous populations, local 
governments and municipal authorities, research and academic institutes, labour unions, 
women and gender and youth groups.”
§ https://unfccc.int/process-and-meetings/parties-non-party-stakeholders/non-party-

stakeholders/overview/observer-organizations
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Have you, Ian, ever been to a COP?
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COP1 (1995) – Berlin; COP2 (1996) - Geneva

http://unfccc.int; 
https://climatestudents.wordpress.com/2015/12/22/ 

cop21-a-different-kind-of-summary/; 
https://twitter.com/IanHRowlands/status/1201448065321

897985/photo/2



Is it a case of Good COP or Bad COP?
§ ‘Bad COP’ à

• ’… The space for civil society is going to be extremely limited. … It's important to leave space 
for those who need to be there. It will be difficult for activists to make their voices heard.’
• ctvnews.ca

§ ‘Good COP’ à

• It is for COP27 to be conducted in the spirit of UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres’ 
statement that: “On every climate front, the only solution is solidarity and decisive action.” 
• arabnews.com
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What’s on the agenda for this COP?
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https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2022/10/cop27-why-it-
matters-and-5-key-areas-for-action



How can I learn more about COPs and this COP?
§ Stay where you are!

§ Prof. Zahid Butt (School of Public Health Sciences)

§ [Alexandra Ho (Master of Climate Change student)]

§ Prof. Sarah Burch (Department of Goegraphy and Environmental Management)

§ Isra Saeed (PhD candidate in Sustainability Management)

§ Questions by the moderator 

§ Questions by the audience
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