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Abstract Optimal mail certi�cates, introduced in [11], are eÆcient types
of implicit certi�cates which o�er many advantages over traditional (explicit)
certi�cates. For example, an optimal mail certi�cate is small enough to �t
on a two-dimensional digital postal mark together with a digital signature.
This paper de�nes a general notion of security for implicit certi�cates, and
proves that optimal mail certi�cates are secure under this de�nition.
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