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I Introduction 

It was January of 1941. Britain was at war with Germany and Italy. Germany had 

conquered \Vestern Europe but Italy was suffering defeat in Greece, Egypt and Libya. I 

was a research student at Trinity College, Cambridge. I remember an interview with my 

tutor, Patrick Duff, when he told me that I should go to a certain town about 50 miles 

away for an interview about a possible war job. 

Gaps occur in one's memory after 50 years or so. I must have had the interview and 

something of interest must have been said in it. But I remember nothing of it. I fancy 

that town must have been Bletchley, but feel no surety even of that. However I soon found 

myself in a cryptographical school in London, at a place near St. J runes' Park and his 

Underground station. There I learned how to deal with cryptograms of the First World 

\Var. 

Why did they pick me? I think it was because I had acquired a reputation as a solver 

of puzzles at Trinity. I had been one of the four undergraduates who had, for fun, worked 

out a solution of �he problem of dissecting a square into unequal squares. Curiously R. 

Spra�e in Berlin had worked out a sol�tion at about the same time. (His square was the 

first to be published). 

Presumably my performance at the school was found satisfactory and I was recruited 

to Bletchley Park with the rank of Temporary Assistant Clerk (of the Foreign Office). I 

was a member of a small group called the Research Section, which had a room in the 
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