
 
Course Description:  2018-19 
 
An Introduction to Christian Theology 
Location: Renison University College (Renison Institute of Ministry) 
Dates: Sept 29, Oct 27, Nov 24, Jan 26, Feb 23, Mar 23    
Time:  10 am – 3.00 pm 
 
Instructor:  Rev’d Dr. Patrick Patterson 
Contact info:  519.846.5911 

 pat.macrae.pat@gmail.com 
 
 
Course Description 
The Course is text-based.  Doctrinal formularies and set texts together provide a 
map of the terrain of systematic theology – the main topics, debates, and 
terminology.  The set texts offer different (though complementary) perspectives: 
the one, an ecumenical group of scholars reflecting on the affirmations of the 
Nicene Creed; the other, a contemporary moral theologian in conversation with 
the Anglican Articles of Religion (the so-called 39 Articles). Attending to Holy 
Scripture, Church Tradition, and personal experience and reflection, the course 
will pursue both dogmatic definition and the moral/pastoral implications of core 
Christian doctrines – with a view to a deeper understanding of what Christians 
believe. 
 
 
Course Objectives 

1. Explore core Christian doctrines and associated controversies and 
‘heresies’. 

 
2. Attend to Anglican perspectives on core Christian doctrines. 

 
3. Become familiar with the academic discipline of Christian theology—its 

methodological issues and strategies, biblical and ecclesial norms and 
sources, and moral/pastoral implications. 

 
4. Achieve a degree of facility in handling theological (technical) terminology. 

 
5. Articulate and defend theological affirmations in a clear, well-reasoned, 

theologically informed and respectful manner. 
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Set Texts 
Timely and thorough reading of assigned reading materials is essential. Class 
discussion is closely integrated with the readings.  Note, both texts are available 
in print and electronic formats. 
 
Confessing the One Faith: An Ecumenical Explication of the Apostolic 
Faith, as it is Confessed in the Nicene-Constantinopolitan Creed 
(381), Revised Edition, WCC Publications, Geneva (Eugene Oregon: WIPF and 
Stock, 2010)  [COF] 
 
On the Thirty-Nine Articles: Conversations with Tudor Christianity, 
2nd Edition, Oliver O’Donovan, SCM Press, 2011 [O’D] 
 
 
Assignments 
All four items assignments are required of students who are taking the course for 
Licentiate in Theology credit in partnership with Huron University College 
(additional fee);  assignments #3 and #4 are optional for non-credit students. 
 

1. Reading of Set Texts before Class 
 

2. Consistent Attendance and Constructive Participation in Class 
 

3. Discussion Starter Paper (not more than 1 page single-spaced) 
Introduce and summarise in writing one of the set readings for a morning 
or afternoon session. (Your paper will be photocopied and made available 
to the class members at the beginning of the session). 

 
4. 2000 Word Theological Paper  

Select a doctrine: define it in terms of the Gospel, and Classical and 
Anglican norms; identify major controversies associated with it; suggest 
one or two moral/pastoral implications.  

 
 
Method of Evaluation 

1. Class Participation   40% 
2. Discussion Starter Paper  20% 
3. Theological Paper   40%  

 
 
Criteria for Grading Discussion Starter Paper 
The primary purpose of this paper is to rehearse in your own words the main 
points of the reading.  Your assessment is secondary and optional.   

 Does not exceed one page typed single-spaced 

 Brief clear summary of the set reading (2/3 page) 

 Brief personal assessment of reading (optional)  
and 2 or 3 questions/statements for discussion (1/3 page) 



Criteria for Grading Theological Paper  
Obviously, in 2000 words, you can only offer a sketch of your material. The bulk 
of your paper should be devoted to defining the doctrine and articulating one or 
two ‘heresies’ associated with it.  
  
Pay special attention to the following criteria  

 Clear definition of the selected doctrine with reference to the gospel, and to 
classical and Anglican norms 

 Respectful articulation of controversial alternatives – ‘heresies’ associated 
with your doctrine  

 Brief explanation of your preference for the traditional doctrine or the 
controversial alternative  

 Brief suggestion of one or more moral/pastoral implications of the doctrine 

 Reference to course readings and class discussions  

 Additional research beyond course materials  

 Bibliography of all research and sources  

 Writing quality: organization, composition, style, grammar, spelling, etc.  
 
 
Additional Statements 

1. Statement on Use of Electronic Devices during Tests and Exams   
It is not appropriate to use technology (such as, but not limited, to 
laptops, PDAs, cell phones) in the classroom for non-classroom activities.  
Such activity is disruptive and is distracting to other students and to the 
instructor, and can inhibit learning.  Students are expected to respect the 
classroom environment and to refrain from inappropriate use of 
technology and other electronic devices in class. 

 
2. Statement on Academic Offences:   

Scholastic offences are taken seriously and students are directed to read 
the appropriate policy, specifically, the definition of what constitutes a 
Scholastic Offence, at the following web site:  
ttps://uwaterloo.ca/arts/sites/ca.arts/files/uploads/files/policy71.pdf 

 
3. Support Services:   

 Marilyn Malton, Director, Renison Institute of Ministry, Renison 
University College:  mmalton@uwaterloo.ca, 519-884-4404 ext 28628 

 Janet Anstead, Coordinator of Continuing Education and Non-Degree 
Programs, Huron University College:  jmanstead@rogers.com, 519-
438-7224 ext 289 
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