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On this day, as the University  

of Waterloo awards degrees and 

celebrates the achievements of 

a new generation of graduates, 

the members of the University and 

its guests share in a 900-year-old 

ritual called convocation.
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The University of Waterloo acknowledges that much of our work takes place on the traditional territory of the  

Neutral, Anishinaabeg, and Haudenosaunee peoples. Our main campus is situated on the Haldimand Tract,  

the land granted to the Six Nations that includes six miles on each side of the Grand River. Our active work toward 

reconciliation takes place across our campuses through research, learning, teaching, and community building,  

and is co-ordinated within the Office of Indigenous Relations.
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Message from the Chancellor

Welcome graduates, families, friends, and supporters 

to convocation. 

I’m so pleased to again preside over the spring convocation 

ceremonies. This is my third year as Chancellor of this 

great institution, though my connection to the University 

of Waterloo dates back more than 30 years. I earned all 

three of my degrees here and have continued my strong 

connection to the University ever since.

Waterloo helped shape me, as I’m sure it has shaped the 

accomplished graduates who will receive their degrees today. 

Discovery, innovation, entrepreneurship, the freedom and 

inspiration to think big, audacious thoughts and to turn 

them into action – these are in the ethos of the University of 

Waterloo. Since stepping into my role as Chancellor in 2024, 

I have been delighted to connect with students, alumni, and 

our Waterloo community across our campuses and around 

the world. No matter where I am, I see our community 

members embodying Waterloo’s spirit and values. 

Convocation marks a culmination of so much hard work 

and dedication. Each graduate has successfully navigated 

their educational journey to make it to this milestone.

Members of the Class of 2026 have shown remarkable 

resilience and adaptability in a world that is changing 

faster than ever before. Their ability to stay focused, 

think boldly, and support one another will serve them 

well into the future.

I speak from experience when I say that Waterloo 

graduates are unique in the way they approach challenges, 

collaborate, and stay motivated to make the world better. 

They have the skills and the network to effectively address 

whatever lies ahead.

During convocation, we celebrate the achievements of 

our graduates and their shift to our alumni community. 

Since Waterloo’s founding in 19 57, we have conferred 

more than 263,000 degrees and certificates. The Waterloo 

alumni network extends to more than 150 countries and 

offers our graduates a community regardless of where 

their futures take them.

As alumni, we are all Waterloo ambassadors for life.  

We are also leaders. Waterloo graduates carry a 

responsibility to leave the world better than we found it, 

whether that means finding solutions to humanity’s most 

significant challenges or fostering kindness, beauty and 

well-being for those most in need. The knowledge and 

creativity of Waterloo alumni continue to have a lasting 

impact on our community and beyond.

Congratulations to all our graduates and their families, 

friends, mentors, faculty and staff who helped make this 

tremendous accomplishment a reality. 

Thank you for continuing 

the Waterloo tradition  

of excellence.

JAGDEEP SINGH BACHHER
B A S c ’93, M A S c ’94, P h D ’00 

Chancellor

“I SPEAK FROM EXPERIENCE WHEN I SAY THAT WATERLOO GRADUATES  

ARE UNIQUE IN THE WAY THEY APPROACH CHALLENGES, COLLABORATE,  

AND STAY MOTIVATED TO MAKE THE WORLD BETTER.”
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Message from the President  
and Vice-Chancellor
It is my privilege to welcome our graduates along 

with their families, friends and supporters to the 

University of Waterloo’s Spring 20 26 Convocation.

The road to earning a degree is challenging. It takes hard 

work, courage and dedication. In this year’s graduating 

class, I have also witnessed their curiosity about the world, 

their drive to shape a better future and their resilience 

through challenging times. 

A Waterloo degree is unique. Whether students choose 

co-op, undertake an entrepreneurial venture or explore 

courses or opportunities outside their disciplines, Waterloo 

provides an environment for them to embrace their 

passions and be unconventionally bold. Over the years,  

I have had the privilege of meeting so many new alumni 

at convocation, and have been inspired to hear about their 

big bold plans for life after university. 

At Waterloo, we are proud to be a community of curious, 

collaborative, innovative and entrepreneurial problem-

solvers and leaders who seek to build a better future for 

humanity and our planet. We think differently, act with 

purpose and work together. Our students don’t just inherit 

this ethos – they continue to help shape it throughout 

their time at Waterloo and beyond. 

As this year’s graduates leave our campuses, they continue 

to be an important part of our Waterloo community.  

They are joining more than 263,000 alumni around the 

world, strengthening our connections and extending  

the impact of a Waterloo education globally. 

This convocation also marks my final one as President  

and Vice-Chancellor of the University of Waterloo.  

Like you, I move forward proud of what has been 

accomplished here and deeply grateful for the community 

that made it possible. While your next chapters will take 

you to many places, I hope you, as I will, remain connected 

to this extraordinary university and to one another. 

Graduates, now is your opportunity to bring your 

unconventional thinking and innovations to the world. 

Global challenges are intersecting in complex ways. You are 

among the future leaders and change-makers who will help 

tackle these challenges and help shape a better future. 

Wherever your path leads, 

I wish you all the best 

on the next stage of 

your journey. 

VIVEK GOEL
C M, O Ont

President and Vice-Chancellor

“GRADUATES, NOW IS YOUR OPPORTUNITY TO BRING YOUR  

UNCONVENTIONAL THINKING AND INNOVATIONS TO THE WORLD.”
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Message from your  
alumni network
Congratulations! 

You’re officially a member of the University of Waterloo Alumni Club. Finishing your 

degree is a huge accomplishment, and we’re thrilled to welcome you to our global network 

of more than 263,000 graduates. 

Your journey is just beginning. Wherever it takes you, your alumni network is here to 

support and cheer you on. We recommend updating your contact information so we can 

stay in touch with opportunities to network, improve your job search and access discounts. 

Waterloo alumni are living all over the world, working in countless industries. Our daily 

lives may look different – but don’t be fooled; we’re connected by shared 

experiences, bold values and a campus we called home.

Wherever life takes you, we’ll be cheering you on. 

YOUR ALUMNI NETWORK
uwaterloo.ca/alumni

“THERE ARE MORE THAN 263,000 OF US AND WE ARE HERE 

TO SUPPORT YOU AS YOU WORK TOWARDS YOUR GOALS.”

https://uwaterloo.ca/alumni/connect/address-update
https://uwaterloo.ca/alumni
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Our tradition 
of convocation
The ritual of convocation is a tradition that 

honours the roots of the university, and is,  

at the same time, a beginning for students  

who now enter a new stage in their lives.  

We welcome guests on this celebratory occasion 

and thank you for being present to share in it. 

Both the symbols and the ceremony of convocation 

look back far beyond the beginning of the University 

of Waterloo, back to the centuries of university life 

in Western civilization which Waterloo joined six 

decades ago. The founders of this University were 

eager from the beginning to make it part of that long 

tradition, although they proudly asserted that they 

were building a new and innovative university, with 

close ties to industry and an emphasis on practical 

knowledge for building the future. 

On this day, as ancient customs mix with the use 

of up-to-date technology and exuberance of a new 

generation, convocation connects a forward-looking 

university with the traditions that universities have 

observed as long as they have existed.

The University of Waterloo grew out of an older 

institution, Waterloo College. A still older one,  

the University of St. Jerome’s College, soon became 

federated with it, and the College of Optometry of 

Ontario joined the family in 19 67. Although all these 

institutions were newcomers compared with Oxford 

and Harvard and the Jagiellonian, the connection to the 

traditional role and style of a university remains clear. 

Tradition underlies the proceedings of today’s 

convocation, the continuity of this University with 

centuries of academic experience. Passion brings the 

proceedings to life, along with the enthusiasm with 

which the University recognizes new achievements 

and new ideas. 

A CALLING TOGETHER 
Students graduate at the end of a program of study, 

leading to a degree with a traditional name: Bachelor, 

Master, or Doctor. On this day, their families and 

friends celebrate their success and their transition 

from one status in life to another. Convocation has 

been, for the past nine hundred years, a meeting of 

the whole university community at which symbols 

are displayed, participants wear special attire to 

emphasize their official roles, and speakers share 

their wisdom and the values that the university seeks 

to teach. Convocation (the name comes from Latin, 

which was once the primary language of higher 

education) is a calling together of new graduates 

to receive the symbols of their accomplishments, 

and a calling together of the older members of the 

university to witness and join in the celebration. 

CONNECTING WITH TRADITION 
At Waterloo’s first convocation in June 19 60, the guest 

speaker was James J. Talman of the University of 

Western Ontario (now Western University), who told 

the audience a little about the history of Waterloo 

County and its industry. “The greatest resource we 

still have is the minds of the people,” Talman said. 

“And this resource still remains to be developed to its 

full potential. The people of the Grand Valley clearly 

appreciate this fact. As we see the success with which 

they developed the physical resources in the past we 

can only conclude that they will be just as successful 

in developing the intellectual resources of the future. 

The University of Waterloo can look forward to a 

brilliant and successful future.”

19 60s 
CONVOCATION 
AT WATERLOO
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THE PROCESSION 
The most impressive part of the ceremony may be the 

procession that begins it. The graduating students will 

come in first, and as they fill up the main body of the hall, 

they will give the impression that today’s ceremony really 

is, as convocation used to be, a ceremonial meeting of the 

whole University community.

After the graduating students have come in, the academic 

procession will begin. First to enter is the ceremonial 

Eagle Staff, a symbolic representation of the continuous 

presence of Indigenous Peoples of these lands, carried 

in by an Eagle Staff carrier. Next, a selected faculty 

member will carry the mace, a traditional symbol of 

the University’s authority. Then faculty members enter, 

walking two by two, dressed in their academic finery. 

The final party to arrive is the chancellor’s party.  

The chancellor is the ceremonial head of the University 

of Waterloo. The chancellor presides over convocation 

ceremonies every June and October and awards all 

degrees, diplomas and certificates, including honorary 

degrees. The chancellor offers an inspirational message  

for the graduands at these ceremonies.

THE MACE 
The solid silver and ebony wand was given to the University 

in 19 65 by the family of the late Stanley F. Leavine and was 

designed by Toronto artist Eric Aldwinckle and crafted by 

silversmith Harold Stacey to symbolize the University as it 

was at that time. It displays lions, chevrons and the shield  

of the province of Ontario, from which the University holds 

its charter to grant degrees.

The symbolic theme of the mace is unity amid diversity, 

and tension in the creative intellectual process that strives 

to bring forth a new individual. The design of the mace 

interprets this theme in the idiom of the life process: from 

the seeds at the base of the stave the mace grows in unity 

and strength until it differentiates by a four-fold separation 

into diverse elements. 
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The four-fold diversity is significant because of the 

four faculties existing at the time the mace was 

presented to the University, and the four church-

related colleges federated and affiliated with the 

University. These diverse elements together form  

a crown, and the point of the crown, while tending 

toward a union, do not quite touch. They remain as 

individuals suspended in tension and yet engaged in 

deep harmony. This creative process is focused not on 

the traditional spherical orb of static perfection but 

rather on an elliptical silver ovum – the egg-shaped 

symbol of creativity – the marvelous potential of a 

new individual life. 

THE COAT OF ARMS AND MOTTO 
The lions and chevrons also appear on the shield that 

is the University’s coat of arms and is imprinted on the 

graduates’ diplomas. Derived from traditional heraldry, 

it has been used since 19 61 and was registered with 

the Court of the Lord Lyon in 19 87. The shield uses 

the official colours of gold, black and white, and its 

symbols refer to the University’s base in the cities of 

Kitchener and Waterloo. The unusual double chevrons 

were borrowed from the coat of arms of Lord Kitchener 

of Khartoum, and the red lions are like those on the 

coat of arms of the Duke of Wellington, victor at the 

18 15 Battle of Waterloo. The lions also reflect the tough 

and innovative spirit of the University’s founders and 

builders, and the black and white in the chevron are the 

colours of Prussia, reflecting the Germanic background 

of many Waterloo County settlers. Beneath the shield 

appears the University’s motto: Concordia cum veritate, 

“In harmony with truth.”

DEGREES AND HONORARY DEGREES 
Presentations of earned and honorary degrees, and the 

speeches associated with them, take up most of the time 

at convocation. Undergraduate and graduate degrees are 

awarded in each of our six faculties: Arts, Engineering, 

Environment, Health, Mathematics and Science.  

Also included are students who attended our colleges, 

Conrad Grebel University College, Renison University 

College, St. Jerome’s University and United College.

In addition to “earned” degrees awarded to students who 

have met the requirements through years of effort, the 

University of Waterloo confers “honorary” degrees to 

individuals who have been designated by the Senate, the 

University’s academic governing body, as deserving special 

honour. They, too, receive hoods, lined with the colour 

of the faculty that nominated them or with specially 

designated colours for other kinds of achievement. 

By tradition, public service is recognized with a 

Doctor of Laws degree even in a university that does 

not regularly teach law. The individuals receiving 

honorary degrees are introduced during the 

ceremony, and a brief citation is read to explain their 

various accomplishments deserving of recognition 

by a university. One of the honorands will address 

convocation after the degree has been given.
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EAGLE STAFF 
On September 22, 2022, the University of Waterloo 

held a Commitment Ceremony pledging action 

toward decolonization, Indigenization and 

reconciliation. Weaving in the knowledge, ways of 

knowing, and understandings of First Nations, Métis 

and Inuit peoples equips the Waterloo community, 

especially Waterloo graduates, with the tools and 

knowledge they need to create a better future for all. 

The commitment was formalized through a Pipe 

Ceremony, after which Vivek Goel, President and  

Vice-Chancellor, was given the name “Ogiima” 

(meaning leader) and presented with gifts of an eagle 

feather and two Wampum belts. Our recommitment is 

formally acknowledged in a special ceremony each fall.

Building on the desire and responsibility to incorporate 

Indigenous perspectives, the University of Waterloo 

community came together for a ceremony in 2023  

to welcome an Eagle Staff to the University.

An Eagle Staff is an important element of the 

Indigenous relationship with Earth and those who 

have protected it. It reflects the wisdom, strength  

and honour of those who carry it, representing 

different nations on Turtle Island. 

On September 30, 2025, a new Eagle Staff was presented 

to the University. It features 13 turtles representing 

Turtle Island climbing up the staff and 13 eagle feathers 

that symbolize the 13 moon cycles in a year. On one side 

of the skirt there are seven white beaded medallions 

representing the seven grandfather teachings of love, 

respect, courage, honesty, wisdom, humility and truth.  

On the other side, seven beaded medallions represent 

the Earth and sky world and all our relations on 

Earth. Deerskin pouches containing the four sacred 

medicines, tobacco, sage, sweetgrass and cedar sit in 

the dream catcher held in the deer antler at the top of 

the staff. The staff carries many teachings and reminds 

us that all of life is connected, and none is more 

important than another. 

The new Eagle Staff led convocation processions for 

the first time in fall 2025, marking an important 

moment in our ongoing journey of reconciliation. 

By welcoming the Eagle Staff, the University 

acknowledges the responsibility to recognize, accept 

and incorporate First Nations, Métis and Inuit 

perspectives in how we teach, govern and behave as 

an institution. It serves as a beacon of reconciliation 

on our shared path forward.

“THE EAGLE STAFF SERVES AS AN IMPORTANT SYMBOL AND REMINDER OF THE 

COMMITMENT WE MADE TO RECONCILIATION AND SERVES AS INSPIRATION FOR 

OUR UNIVERSITY COMMUNITY TODAY AND FOR FUTURE GENERATIONS.” 

VIVEK GOEL
President and Vice-Chancellor
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Honorary doctorates
An honorary degree (honoris causa) is the highest honour conferred by the University. Through the conferring 
of honorary degrees, the University of Waterloo seeks to recognize outstanding achievement, whether academic 
or through service to society.

GILLES BRASSARD 
F R S, O.C., O.Q.
Doctor of Mathematics, honoris causa 
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 17  / AFTERNOON CEREMONY

Gilles Brassard is widely recognized as the 
first in the world to have delved into the field of 
quantum information science. He is Professor at 
the Université de Montréal since 19 79 and was 
Canada Research Chair in Quantum Information 
Science. An Officer of the Order of Canada and 
of the Ordre national du Québec, Brassard has 
received numerous honors including the Wolf 
Prize in Physics, the Micius Quantum Prize, the 
B B V A Foundation Frontiers of Knowledge Award 
in Basic Sciences, the Breakthrough Prize in 
Fundamental Physics and most recently the A. M. 
Turing Award. He is a Fellow of the Royal Society 
and an International Member of the U.S. National 
Academy of Sciences. Photo credit: Hatim Kaghat.

PETER E. CAINES 
B A, P h D, D I C
Doctor of Mathematics, honoris causa 
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 17  / EVENING CEREMONY

Dr. Peter E. Caines is an internationally recognized 
leader in systems and control theory whose 
research has advanced the understanding of 
complex, dynamic systems and their applications 
across engineering, economics and the natural 
sciences. A Distinguished James McGill Professor 
and Macdonald Chair in the Department of 
Electrical and Computer Engineering at McGill 
University, he is renowned for foundational 
contributions to stochastic systems, adaptive 
control and mean field game theory. His work 
has influenced generations of researchers and 
practitioners worldwide. Caines has received 
numerous distinctions, including the I E E E Control 
Systems Society Bode Lecture Prize and election 
to the Royal Society of Canada.

RONALD F. WILLIAMSON 
B A (Hon), M A, P h D 
Doctor of Letters, honoris causa 
THURSDAY, JUNE 18  / MORNING CEREMONY

Dr. Ronald F. Williamson is a leading expert 
in Ontario archaeology and the founder of 
Archaeological Services Inc. (A S I), one of 
Canada’s largest cultural resource management 
firms. Over a 40-year career, Williamson directed 
over one thousand archaeological assessments 
across Ontario, preserving important Indigenous 
and Euro-Canadian sites. A prolific scholar,  
he has authored or co-authored 17 books, 
more than 70 articles and book chapters, and 
thousands of technical reports. Together with his 
work in popular media and documentaries, he has  
brought Ontario’s rich archaeological past to a 
broad audience. His enduring legacy includes 
deep collaboration with Indigenous communities, 
mentoring generations of students and working as 
a tireless advocate for improved heritage policies.
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GERARD MEIJER 
P h D 
Doctor of Science, honoris causa 
FRIDAY, JUNE 19  / MORNING CEREMONY

Dr. Gerard Meijer is one of the world’s most 
distinguished molecular physicists, renowned 
for pioneering advances that have transformed 
the experimental study of molecules. Meijer 
has reshaped molecular physics through the 
development of groundbreaking techniques for 
the manipulation, control and spectroscopic 
investigation of molecules. His work has enabled 
scientists to probe molecular structure, dynamics 
and interactions with unprecedented precision, 
establishing experimental foundations that 
continue to shape modern molecular science, 
precision measurement and emerging quantum 
technologies. A leader of international distinction, 
Meijer has been recognized through numerous 
honours and awards, and has held major leadership 
roles including Director at the Fritz Haber Institute  
of the Max Planck Society in Berlin and President  
of the Executive Board of Radboud University.

KAREN NELSON 
P h D 
Doctor of Science, honoris causa 
FRIDAY, JUNE 19  / AFTERNOON CEREMONY

Dr. Karen E. Nelson is a Jamaican-born 
microbiologist and a world-leading authority in 
microbial genomics and metagenomics. A Fellow 
of the American Academy for Microbiology and 
elected member of the U.S. National Academy of 
Sciences, she co-authored the landmark 2006 
first human microbiome study and helped lead 
the N I H Human Microbiome Project. She served as 
President of the J. Craig Venter Institute from 2012 
to 2021 and is now Chief Scientific Officer at Thermo 
Fisher Scientific. She holds a PhD from Cornell 
University and a B S c from the University of the  
West Indies.

ALLAN CAIN 
B E S (Arch) ’71, A A Dipl, D Litt honoris causa
Doctor of Engineering, honoris causa 
FRIDAY, JUNE 19  / EVENING CEREMONY

Allan Cain is an architect and one of the world’s 
foremost experts in urban planning in the 
developing world. A member of the University of 
Waterloo School of Architecture’s first graduating 
class in 19 71, he is the founding director of 
Development Workshop, a U N-Habitat award-
winning non-profit that has improved the lives 
of millions in Angola and across the continent 
of Africa for more than 50 years. His work 
encompasses housing, sanitation, microfinance, 
peacebuilding and climate resilience. An Officer 
of the Order of Canada, Cain has served as 
Canada’s Honorary Consul to Angola since 19 90.

MICHAEL JOACHIM STORK 
B B A 
Doctor of Laws, honoris causa 
SATURDAY, JUNE 20  / MORNING CEREMONY

Mike Stork is a business leader, angel investor and 
community builder who has shaped the Waterloo 
Region’s entrepreneurial ecosystem for three 
decades. As President and C E O of Unitron Hearing 
Canada and co-founder of D s p factory, he led 
and managed the acquisition of two successful 
technology companies. Stork has invested in and 
mentored the founders of prominent Waterloo 
startups, including Miovision, Bonfire and Clearpath 
Robotics. He has also given generously to both 
Wilfrid Laurier University, his alma mater, and the 
University of Waterloo as a donor and volunteer, 
playing a leadership role in the creation of 
Velocity’s new home, the Innovation Arena in 
downtown Kitchener. In 2013, he received the Angel 
of the Year award for his contributions to the 
region’s startup ecosystem. 
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PAUL DESMARAIS, JR. AND HÉLÈNE DESMARAIS
Doctor of Laws, honoris causa 
SATURDAY, JUNE 20  / AFTERNOON CEREMONY

Paul Desmarais, Jr. is Chairman of Power Corporation of Canada, a leading diversified international 
management and holding company. As Co-C E O from 1996 to 2019, he helped to grow Power Corporation into 
one of Canada’s most successful enterprises, with more than $30 billion in annual revenue. He has served 
on the boards of major international companies across financial services, energy and industry.

Hélène Desmarais is Founder, C E O and Chair of Centre d’entreprises et d’innovation de Montréal, one of 
Canada’s leading business incubators, which has helped launch more than 350 successful companies since 
1996. She co-chaired SCALE . A I, the $280-million federal research and commercialization supercluster aimed 
at making Canada a world leader in artificial intelligence applications in supply chains.

Together, Mr. and Mrs. Desmarais have made significant philanthropic contributions to arts, health care and 
education across Canada and internationally. Among their many honours, Mr. Desmarais has been named 
as an Officer of the Order of Canada and a Chevalier de la Légion d’honneur in France, and Mrs. Desmarais 
has been named as a Member of the Order of Canada and an Officer of the Ordre national du Québec. 

ROGER LLOYD MARTIN 
AB, MBA, LLD honoris causa 
Doctor of Laws, honoris causa 
SATURDAY, JUNE 20  / EVENING CEREMONY

Roger Martin is one of the world’s top business 
experts and Professor Emeritus at the Rotman 
School of Management at the University of Toronto, 
where he served as dean from 19 98 to 2013. Raised 
in Waterloo Region, he transformed Rotman into 
Canada’s top-ranked business school and one 
of the world’s best. The author of 13 books and 34 
Harvard Business Review articles, Martin’s work 
spans integrative thinking, design thinking and 
business strategy. In 2017, Thinkers 50 ranked him 
the world’s most influential management thinker, 
and in 2026, The Industry Leaders named him the 
world’s #1 management consultant. 
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Distinguished professor emeritus
The distinguished professor emeritus designation is made to faculty members who have had a distinguished 
record of service in teaching and research in the University. The honorary award is granted upon, or shortly 
after, retirement.

CAMERON L. STEWART 
 B S c, M S c, P h D 
Faculty of Mathematics 
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 17  / EVENING CEREMONY

Dr. Cameron Stewart is a world-renowned 
number theorist who has contributed 
fundamental answers to deep questions across 
the field. He earned a B S c from the University of 
British Columbia in 19 71, and from there went on  
to do an M S c at McGill University in 19 72 and a 
P h D under the direction of Fields medalist Alan 
Baker at the University of Cambridge in 19 76.  
He is a Fellow of the Royal Society of Canada,  
an inaugural Fellow of the Canadian Mathematical 
Society, a University Professor and a former 
Canada Research Chair holder and Killam Fellow.



Spring 2026 Convocation  /  UNIVERSITY OF WATERLOO 15

Guest speaker

KEVIN LIM 
B S c, M S c (’00), P h D
Faculty of Environment 
TUESDAY, JUNE 16  / MORNING CEREMONY

Dr. Kevin Lim is Chief Executive Officer of Remsoft, 
a global software company providing intelligent 
planning solutions for the forest industry. Lim leads 
the organization’s strategy at the intersection 
of technology, data and sustainable natural 
resource management. A graduate of the University 
of Waterloo, he earned a M E S in Geography in 
2000. He holds a P h D in Geography from Queen’s 
University and a B S c in Environmental Sciences 
from the University of Guelph. In 2006, he founded 
Lim Geomatics, pioneering the use of lidar and 
geospatial analytics to improve how forests are 
measured, managed and planned. Following the 
acquisition, he was appointed C E O of Remsoft, 
where he now leads global efforts to enable more 
informed, sustainable decision-making across 
the forestry value chain. Lim is an active alum, 
scholarship supporter, and employer of Waterloo 
co-op students and graduates.
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Valedictorians
Francesca Girmenia 
Faculty of Environment

TUESDAY, JUNE 16 / MORNING CEREMONY

Majdalen Azouz 
Faculty of Health

TUESDAY, JUNE 16 / AFTERNOON CEREMONY

Ruoqi Yang 
Faculty of Mathematics

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 17 / MORNING CEREMONY

Sat Arora 
Faculty of Mathematics

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 17 / AFTERNOON CEREMONY

Kaitlyn Bowles 
Faculty of Mathematics

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 17 / EVENING CEREMONY

Timaya Harriott 
Faculty of Arts

THURSDAY, JUNE 18 / MORNING CEREMONY

Tanraj Dulai 
Faculty of Arts

THURSDAY, JUNE 18 / AFTERNOON CEREMONY

Mahmoud Halloum 
Faculty of Arts

THURSDAY, JUNE 18 / EVENING CEREMONY

Christina Vadivelu 
Faculty of Science

FRIDAY, JUNE 19 / MORNING CEREMONY

Jessie Le 
Faculty of Science

FRIDAY, JUNE 19 / AFTERNOON CEREMONY

Katherine Bendall 
Faculty of Engineering

FRIDAY, JUNE 19 / EVENING CEREMONY

Sebastien Paradis 
Faculty of Engineering

SATURDAY, JUNE 20 / MORNING CEREMONY

Mattie Kerrigan 
Faculty of Engineering

SATURDAY, JUNE 20 / AFTERNOON CEREMONY

Isabelle Hersak 
Faculty of Engineering

SATURDAY, JUNE 20 / EVENING CEREMONY
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Graduate degrees

DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY 
Basque, Dominique 
(Public Health Sciences) 

“Psychosocial Outcomes of Youth 
With Chronic Physical Illness and 
Siblings”

Baxter, Haley Eileen Zufelt
(Recreation and Leisure Studies) 

“Organizational Support and 
Management of Volunteer Coaching 
Pathways for Girls in Community Sport”

Chiarot, Cameron Bruno
(Public Health Sciences) 

“Health System Resilience for Climate 
Change Adaptation: An Empirical 
Evaluation of Access and Utilization 
in Western Province, Zambia”

Cohen, Jeremy Noah
(Kinesiology) 

“Advanced Venous Flow Dynamics 
and Return Mechanisms During 
Physiological Stress and Aging”

Diaguarachchige De Silva, Kalsha  
	 Hansini
(Kinesiology) 

“The Effects of Chronic Psilocybin 
Administration on Physiological, 
Metabolic and Behavioural Outcomes 
in Control and High-Fat Diet-Fed 
Male and Female C 57 B L/6 J Mice”

Elgie, Melissa Anne
(Public Health Sciences) 

“Parent Anxiety and Child 
Psychopathology: A Longitudinal 
Study of Children With Physical Illness”

Godkin, Florence Elizabeth
(Kinesiology) 

“Advancing the Measurement and 
Use of Daily Life Heart Rate Using 
Wearable Technology: Applications 
to Parkinson’s Disease”

Haghighi, Paniz 
(Public Health Sciences) 

“Examining the Association Between 
Functional Social Support, Martial 
Status, and Memory in Middle-Aged 
and Older Adults in Canada: A Mixed 
Methods Study”

Ike, Nnenna Arianzu Uma
(Public Health Sciences) 

“Rooted Elsewhere: Understanding 
the Impact of Immigration on Health 
and Wellbeing From the Perspective 
of Black Immigrant Women in Ontario”

Khan, Tasneem 
(Public Health Sciences) 

“Household, Neighbourhood, and 
Community Contexts and the Mental 
Health of Immigrants and Immigrant 
Mothers: An Ecological Perspective”

Kuzuoglu, Sina 
(Recreation and Leisure Studies) 

“Centenary Republic Day in Istanbul: 
Eventification of Urban Public 
Space During a National Day of 
Celebration”

Peach, Laura Jayne
(Public Health Sciences) 

“Experiencing Land-Based 
Nourishing: An Indigenous Evaluation 
of Urban Land-Based Food 
Education in the Waterloo Region”

Rutter, Emily Christine
(Public Health Sciences - Aging, 
Health and Well-Being) 

“The Association Between Social 
Support and Executive Function in 
Mid-to Late-Life Within the Context of 
Attrition: Results from the Canadian 
Longitudinal Study on Aging”

Salim, Shahan 
(Public Health and Health Systems) 

“Designing Public Health 
Surveillance for Urban Air Quality 
in L M I C s: Community Insights, 
Technology Acceptance, and System 
Design for Low-Resource, High 
Vulnerability Settings”

Singh, Sanewal 
(Public Health Sciences) 

“Stroke in Young Adults: A 
Multifactorial Case-Control Analysis 
of Established and Emerging Risk 
Factors”

Stephenson, Veronica Michelle
(Recreation and Leisure Studies) 

“Threshold Transformations in 
Organizational Leadership in 
Nonprofit Community Sport”

Wilson, Kevin Eric Scott
(Recreation and Leisure Studies) 

“Examining Experiential Pathways 
From Service Quality and 
Engagement to Student Outcomes  
in Intramural Sport”

MASTER OF ARTS
Barber, Melanie Lynn
(Recreation and Leisure Studies) 

Mittler, Gregory D
(Recreation and Leisure Studies) 

Nazir, Samira 
(Recreation and Leisure Studies) 

Sammon, Nicholas Peter
(Recreation and Leisure Studies) 

MASTER OF HEALTH EVALUATION 
Ahmad, Zune 
Albornoz Choi, Michelle 
Brown, Shari Summer
Cook, Hannah Lee
Law, Abigail Theresa
Lee, Un Gamsa
Liedke, Sonya Yannik
Manalo, Alyssa 
Manick, Rajindra 
McConnell, Christine 
Petti, Tonia 
Sibiga, Alexa Tanya
Thirupparan, Suranutha 
Thomas, Aleesha 

MASTER OF HEALTH INFORMATICS 
Aneke, Chiamaka Love 
Bye, Kristie 
Dina, Yetunde Omolayo 
Dinh-Kiddell, Kayla Maria Vy 
Fischer, Lauren Elizabeth 
Fung, Mallory 
Hassan, Masood 
Kocjancic, Emily Celeste 
Kulkarni, Trupti 
Lin, Leonardo Darren 
Mir-shokraei, Kimia 
Mohamed Faizal, Mohamed Tharif 
Phen, Evelyn Anne 
Plathanathu, Akhil Harish 
Prasla, Tanvij 
Saeed, Samia 
Singh, Bhvni 
Srichandramohan, Srijaayath 
Tandingan, Andrea Hazel 
Trafford, Laura Ann 
Wong, Wai Shun 

MASTER OF PUBLIC HEALTH
Alzahran, Mohamed 
Krishnanandan, Vaishali Anita



Spring 2026 Convocation  /  UNIVERSITY OF WATERLOO18

MASTER OF SCIENCE 
Abbas, Sabeen 
(Public Health Sciences) 

Adejumo, Seun Adegboyega
(Public Health Sciences) 

Almaw, Rachel Dagim
(Kinesiology and Health Sciences) 

Al-Saghier, Ruah 
(Public Health Sciences) 

Berdeklis, Antonia Nicole
(Kinesiology and Health Sciences) 

Bossom, Juliana Grace Ludvig
(Kinesiology and Health Sciences) 

Bryans, Carol Grace
(Kinesiology and Health Sciences - 
Aeronautics) 

Cocco, Alex 
(Kinesiology and Health Sciences) 

Elasfar, Salma 
(Kinesiology and Health Sciences) 

Friedel, Jared Isaac
(Kinesiology and Health Sciences) 

Ghodsi Boushehri, Maral 
(Kinesiology and Health Sciences) 

Girlea, Alexandra Laura
(Kinesiology) 

Graham, Connor Liam
(Kinesiology) 

Gulasingam, Ashvini 
(Public Health Sciences) 

Gulifeire, Alimu 
(Kinesiology and Health Sciences) 

Khaira, Tarjoth 
(Public Health Sciences) 

Liu, Ming Rong 
(Kinesiology and Health Sciences) 

Madhani, Alyssa Jenna
(Public Health Sciences) 

Miscione, Alliasen 
(Public Health Sciences) 

Modebelu, Ifunanya Chioma
(Public Health Sciences) 

Nasim, Anooshah 
(Public Health Sciences) 

Neeb, Mikayla Brooke
(Public Health Sciences) 

Oko-Oboh, Carita Ehinomen
(Public Health Sciences) 

Sen, Dilara Gabrielle Lambert
(Kinesiology and Health Sciences) 

Shein, Vladyslav 
(Public Health Sciences) 

Singh, Navreet 
(Public Health Sciences) 

Wang, Shirley 
(Kinesiology and Health Sciences) 

Watson, Michael Ian
(Kinesiology and Health Sciences) 

Yurris, Aimee Caroline
(Public Health and Health Systems) 

Zafiris, Eudoxia 
(Kinesiology and Health Sciences)

MASTER OF SOCIAL WORK 
Sridharan, Padmapriya 
Tantoh, Nathalie 
Tremblay, Kamelie Jessika Marie

GRADUATE CERTIFICATE 
Babysheva, Victoria
(University Teaching)

Goar, Megan Holly
(University Teaching)

Kyi Pyar, Wut Yee
(University Teaching)
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Undergraduate degrees

BACHELOR OF ARTS 

FOUR-YEAR GENERAL 
RECREATION AND LEISURE 
STUDIES
Amarasenapathy, Gowsehun 

Brown, Joseph Robert
(Tourism Minor) 

BACHELOR OF ARTS 

HONOURS RECREATION AND 
LEISURE STUDIES
Alexander, Madeleine Elizabeth
(Event Management Minor -  
Co-operative Program) † 

Alexander, Tehya Rose 

Belliveau, Adrienne Gabrielle Paige 

Bestic, Sarah Nicole * 

Dobbie, Easton Mitchell
(Human Resources Management 
Minor - Event Management Minor) * 

Dong, Zhuoxuan 

Dunphy, Tiffany Erika * 

Hawkins, Johanna Elizabeth
(Joint Honours Social Development 
Studies - Education Specialization) * 

Hervatin, Marcus John 

Jeffery, Soraya 

Malatches, Dimitrios 

Maletic, Julia Ana
(Event Management Minor -  
Co-operative Program) 

Morris, Sarah Grace † 

Satchell, Kimberly Mary-Margaret
(Geography and Environmental 
Management Minor) * 

Snip, Ellis Grace 

Stephenson, Kayla Leanne 

Su, Huixin 
(Event Management Minor) * 

BACHELOR OF ARTS 

HONOURS RECREATION AND 
SPORT BUSINESS
Agarwal, Ankit * 

Ashmore, Gavin Royce
(Event Management Minor - Tourism 
Minor) * 

Bate, Lillian Marie
(Event Management Minor) 

Bazarsky, Idan 

Blackson, Isiah Zackery 

Brennan, Maddox Michael Laurence
(Co-operative Program) * 

Burt, Zachary Gerard Anthony
(Co-operative Program) * 

Chandrasekhar, Karthik 
(Economics Minor) 

Da Barp, Adam Wyatt * 

Daigneau, Brody Joseph 

Dal Zotto, Kamela Francesca
(Event Management Minor -  
Co-operative Program) * 

Demczyna, Mason James Claus
(Event Management Minor -  
Co-operative Program) * 

Desario, Noah † 

Drummond, Cameron Keir
(Event Management Minor) 

Fehr, Sasha Tristan
(Event Management Minor -  
Co-operative Program) * 

Fernandez, Brielle Charisse
(Event Management Minor -  
Co-operative Program) † 

Francis, Lily Sean
(Event Management Minor -  
Co-operative Program) * 

Garcia Munoz, Natalie Hermila
(Event Management Minor -  
Co-operative Program) † 

Gogarty, Markham Bernard
(Event Management Minor - 
Economics Minor - Co-operative 
Program) * 

Hagerman, Cody Joshua Keith 

Itemuagbor, Mikayla Ikpemosi
(Event Management Minor -  
Co-operative Program) † 

Jordaan, Rousseau Leo 

Kamali, Arvin 
(Co-operative Program) 

Kim, Eugene 

Lalva, Faizan 
(Co-operative Program) * 

Landriault, Logan Leigh * 

Lazenby, Aidan Bruce
(Event Management Minor) * 

Le, Martin * 

Letson, Adam * 

Lipton, Eric Blake
(Co-operative Program) * 

Lowry, Miles Christopher
(Event Management Minor -  
Co-operative Program) * 

Lynk, Matthew Sari Temple
(Co-operative Program) 

MacLeod, Bryden Calvin
(Event Management Minor -  
Co-operative Program) 

Mahadevan, Mathusan 

Marcella, Benicio Jozsef * 

Mark, Carmel Summer
(Event Management Minor) † 

Mcmahon, Reilly John 

Mogilnicki, Laura 
(Event Management Minor - Human 
Resources Management Minor) 

Monteiro, Nathan Jude
(Event Management Minor - Tourism 
Minor - Co-operative Program) * 

Oberoi, Krishak Jayden 

Poologapooranan, Vinujan 

Robinson, Braden Matthew
(Event Management Minor -  
Co-operative Program) * 

Robinson, Myles John Philip
(Event Management Minor) * 

Rodenburg, William Douglas Bruce
(Event Management Minor - 
Psychology Minor - Co-operative 
Program) * 

Sahota, Barmanjit Singh
(Co-operative Program) 

Samuel-Slocombe, Romell Alexander 

Sidhu, Vavneet Kaur
(Legal Studies Minor) 

Sodha, Shail Nishal
(Economics Minor - Co-operative 
Program) * 

Stirrup, Cameron Davis
(Communication Studies Minor -  
Co-operative Program) † 

Swain, Brandon James * 

Thode, Nolan John
(Event Management Minor -  
Co-operative Program) 

Todoruck, Lucas Allan * 

Valdstyn, Cameron Paul
(Tourism Minor) 

* – Distinction 
† – Dean’s Honours 
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Voisin, Spencer Dunnill
(Event Management Minor) 

Wang, Jesse Franklin
(Co-operative Program) † 

Wechsler, Matthew Seth
(Event Management Minor) 

Wells, Allie Jamie
(Event Management Minor -  
Co-operative Program) * 

Yeck, Nathan Aaron James 

BACHELOR OF ARTS 

HONOURS THERAPEUTIC 
RECREATION
Brubacher, Emma Victoria
(Joint Honours Social Development 
Studies - Individual Well-Being and 
Development Specialization) * 

Cooper, Kaylin Doris
(Event Management Minor) * 

Gilliland, Georgia Faythe
(English Language and Literature 
Minor - Co-operative Program) * 

Goodhue, Kaylie Dru
(Gerontology Minor) * 

Hillis, Audrey Isabella
(History Minor) † 

Hopper, Erin Prudence
(Co-operative Program) † 

Liderth, Jenny Eileen * 

McDonald, Joanna Joan
(Human Resources Management 
Minor) † 

Onyeka, Joanna T.Onyinyechukwu 

Sahni, Divijaa 
(Joint Honours Psychology -  
Co-operative Program) * 

Weiland, Emily Joy
(Psychology Minor) † 

BACHELOR OF ARTS 

HONOURS SPORT AND 
RECREATION MANAGEMENT
Akkerman, Avery Oland
(Event Management Minor -  
Co-operative Program) 

Sheppard, Cole Aaron
(Event Management Minor) * 

Walanju, Vyomkesh Ajay 
(Event Management Minor) 

BACHELOR OF ARTS 

HONOURS TOURISM 
DEVELOPMENT
Hoogstra, Audrey Paige
(Event Management Minor -  
Co-operative Program) * 

BACHELOR OF PUBLIC HEALTH 

HONOURS PUBLIC HEALTH
Adams, Grace Violet Cynthia
(Geography and Environmental 
Management Minor) 

Ade, Lynne Auma 

Ahmad, Mafaza 
(Co-operative Program) † 

Alfred, Abigail Shalomy
(Addictions, Mental Health and 
Policy Minor) 

Al-Janabi, Nadeen 
(Health Research Specialization - 
Management Studies Minor) † 

Amadiegwu, Chinaza 
(Co-operative Program) * 

Azouz, Majdalen † 

Baraki, Debora 
(Aging Studies Option) * 

Benrubi, Gabriel Vieira
(Gerontology Minor - Co-operative 
Program) † 

Bisla, Supneet Kaur † 

Cao, Larisa 
(Health Research Specialization - 
Addictions, Mental Health and Policy 
Minor - Co-operative Program) † 

Chapman, Amanda Rose
(Aging Studies Option) † 

Chau, Mei Ying * 

Croucher, Natasha 
(Tourism Minor - Co-operative 
Program) † 

Dang, Emily Nhung
(Health Research Specialization -  
Geography and Environmental 
Management Minor - Co-operative 
Program) † 

Deneau, Abbey Julia
(Co-operative Program) † 

Edokpolor, Omoyemen 
(Health Research Specialization) 

Fragoso, Chantelle Catarino
(Addictions, Mental Health and Policy 
Minor - Co-operative Program) † 

Gabert, Paige Lee
(Aging Studies Option) † 

Gorici, Marco Andrew
(Co-operative Program) * 

Gowans, Taylor Noelle
(Health Research Specialization - 
Addictions, Mental Health and Policy 
Minor - Co-operative Program) † 

Guo, Ethan Lei
(Health Research Specialization - 
Co-operative Program) † 

Huynh, Abbie Gail * 

Huynh, Caitlyn Alexis
(Aging Studies Option - Co-operative 
Program) * 

Jawanda, Parneet Kaur
(Aging Studies Option) 

Kaba, Shaziya 
(Gerontology Minor) † 

Kamran, Dua † 

Keilbar, Brayden Matthew James
(Co-operative Program) † 

Khan, Anum Yousuf
(Aging Studies Option - Co-operative 
Program) † 

Khan, Imtihal Ali
(Co-operative Program) * 

Koenig, Mackenzie Xiao Wu Annie
(Social Development Studies Minor) † 

Koy, Michelle Grace
(Gerontology Minor - Social 
Development Studies Minor) † 

Kulendran, Jesica 
(Aging Studies Option - Psychology 
Minor) † 

Lum, Alyssa Nicole
(Co-operative Program) † 

Mah, Evelyn Yi Wei
(Addictions, Mental Health and Policy 
Minor - Co-operative Program) † 

Mckenzie, Caelyn Blythe
(Co-operative Program) † 

Nguyen, Hoang Minh
(Addictions, Mental Health and 
Policy Minor) * 

Parvez, Afra 
(Health Research Specialization - 
Co-operative Program) * 

Patel, Chand 
(Aging Studies Option) 

Plang, Rhibetnan Sophie
(Addictions, Mental Health and 
Policy Minor) * 

Premakumar, Gayah * 

Quansah, Asantewa Adelaide
(Health Research Specialization - 
Aging Studies Option - Co-operative 
Program) 

Rajanthan, Shivangie Priyanka
(Aging Studies Option) * 

Robbins, Tabitha Anne
(Psychology Minor) 

Selod, Farah 
(Psychology Minor - Co-operative 
Program) † 

Shaikh, Shanzey Rauf
(Co-operative Program) † 

Sonsona, Erika Gem 
(Addictions, Mental Health and 
Policy Minor) * 

Stokes, Hailee Beverly
(History Minor) † 

Su, Sicheng 

Tatra, Manvinder Kaur
(Co-operative Program) † 

* – Distinction 
† – Dean’s Honours 
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Thatte, Ketaki 

Vijayaratnam, Theshani 
(Co-operative Program) † 

Wang, Xiaorong * 

Washo, Samara Namatirai
(Gerontology Minor) * 

WIGGINS, ASHER Cheney
(Health Research Specialization) 

Yatheeswaran, Thipisaha 
(Aging Studies Option - Psychology 
Minor) * 

Zeba, Tasnia Thasin * 

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE 

FOUR-YEAR GENERAL 
KINESIOLOGY
Abu Agil, Soheil 
Bowen, Keesean Shakur 
Choi, Jamie Jieun 
Cormier, Benjamin Johnson 
Stuart, Syiera Diamanta Safya 
Xie, Ying Bin 

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE 

HONOURS HEALTH SCIENCES
Abou Sawan, Julian 
(Co-operative Program) † 

Abutu, Jesse Ujenyunwojo † 

Adham, Humza 
(Legal Studies Minor) 

Ahmad, Rayan 
(Pre-Clinical Specialization -  
Co-operative Program) † 

Ahmad, Sara A T 

Ahmed, Saad 
(Aging Studies Option) † 

Al-Abdali, Shams Ali
(Health Research Specialization) † 

Ali, Rawan Amir Kamal
(Aging Studies Option - Addictions, 
Mental Health and Policy Minor - 
Human Resources Management 
Minor - Co-operative Program) * 

Apa, Alessia Nicole
(Aging Studies Option - Health 
Research Specialization -  
Co-operative Program) † 

Arikati, Geetika 
(Pre-Clinical Specialization - 
Addictions, Mental Health and Policy 
Minor) † 

Arowolo, Oluwaseun Nifemi * 

Aslam, Yusra Imran
(Psychology Minor - Co-operative 
Program) † 

Athwal, Anmol † 

Attapattu, Ranmali 
(Health Informatics Option - Health 
Research Specialization) † 

Aydin, Gulcin † 

Bains, Diya 
(Aging Studies Option - Co-operative 
Program) * 

Balasubramaniam, Nirshalini 
(Aging Studies Option - Co-operative 
Program) † 

Banwait, Jasmeen Kaur
(Medical Physiology Minor) 

Barreirinha, Aidan Adolfo † 

Basra, Isha 
(Co-operative Program) † 

Basra, Muskan 
(Health Research Specialization) † 

Bawa, Khushleen Kaur
(Health Research Specialization - 
Aging Studies Option) † 

Bedi, Manbeer Kaur * 

Belova, Taisiia 

Bevrani, Zhina 
(Pre-Clinical Specialization - 
Gerontology Minor - Co-operative 
Program) † 

Billing, Simran † 

Blake, Mackenzie Rose Davies
(Psychology Minor - Co-operative 
Program) † 

Boccalon, Nicole Valentina
(Gerontology Minor - Co-operative 
Program) * 

Bolenthiran, Janetika 
(Co-operative Program) † 

Bourdeau, Zeeyaan Nazarali
(Co-operative Program) † 

Boyko, Holland Christine
(Addictions, Mental Health and 
Policy Minor) 

Browne, Jasper Sage Elliott
(Aging Studies Option - Co-operative 
Program) † 

Busby, Kiya Daniella Janaya Sams † 

Butt, Alysha Riaz
(Psychology Minor - Co-operative 
Program) * 

Chakraborty, Aurnab † 

Chan, Ellie Ngar Yee
(Management Studies Minor - 
Human Resources Management 
Minor) * 

Chandrakumar, Nithyla 
(Joint Honours Psychology -  
Co-operative Program) † 

Channa, Fardeen Ahmed
(Co-operative Program) † 

Chen, Ran 
(Aging Studies Option) † 

Chiang, Samantha 
(Addictions, Mental Health and 
Policy Minor - Co-operative Program) 

Chong, Sonia 
(Co-operative Program) * 

Chu, Abigail Emilie
(Co-operative Program) † 

Crawford, Mikayla Faith † 

D’Angelo, Marco 
(Health Research Specialization - 
Aging Studies Option) † 

Del Rosso, Michael † 

Delgado, Gabriela * 

Deol, Amrit Singh † 

Desai, Rahul Kartik
(Pre-Clinical Specialization - Aging 
Studies Option - Co-operative 
Program) † 

Dhaliwal, Arjun Mukhtiar † 

English, Claire Eden † 

Fedjki, Amina Narjes
(Gerontology Minor - Medical 
Physiology Minor) * 

Fitzgerald, Emily Marie
(Gerontology Minor - Co-operative 
Program) † 

Fong, Owen Zi-Rui
(Co-operative Program) † 

Ftaich, Kaela 

Gabinete, Agatha Joannahbel  
	 Pizaña
(Co-operative Program) 

Ganesalingam, Mithusha 
(Co-operative Program) * 

Ganguli, Rajnandini 
(Health Research Specialization) * 

George, Ashley 
(Aging Studies Option - Psychology 
Minor) † 

Ghauree, Marium * 

Gill, Ivleen Kaur
(Aging Studies Option) † 

Gill, Jaspreet Kaur
(Pre-Clinical Specialization - Medical 
Physiology Minor - Co-operative 
Program) † 

Gill, Manpreet Singh * 

Gill, Ria 
(Co-operative Program) † 

Gill, Varleen Kaur

Gnanaeswaran, Kajamugi 
(Co-operative Program) † 

Gorber, Allison 
(Aging Studies Option) † 

Greenly, Brianna Hope
(Co-operative Program) * 

* – Distinction 
† – Dean’s Honours 
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Grewal, Parveer Singh

Guglietti, Veronica-Lisa 
(Addictions, Mental Health and 
Policy Minor - Co-operative Program) 

Haddad, Mikayla Sofia
(Aging Studies Option - Co-operative 
Program) † 

Haider, Mujtaba 
(Co-operative Program) † 

Hasan, Zuhayr 
(Aging Studies Option - Co-operative 
Program) † 

Hashmi, Areeba 
(Health Informatics Option -  
Co-operative Program) † 

Hawash, Dalia Jaser
(Philosophy Minor) 

Hira, Jagriti 
(Health Research Specialization) † 

Houghton, Cynthia Eve 

Howell, Jason Rodrigues † 

Huang, Sheryl Hsieh Yng 
(Co-operative Program) * 

Islam, Noshin 
(Medical Physiology Minor -  
Co-operative Program) 

Jammu, Seeret Kaur
(Pre-Clinical Specialization) † 

Jassal, Anmol 
(Health Research Specialization - 
Addictions, Mental Health and Policy 
Minor - Co-operative Program) † 

Kalandan, Rasha Sajeer
(Aging Studies Option) * 

Kamaleswaran, Vibisha † 

Kaur, Jasneet 
(Co-operative Program) † 

Kazi, Arshiya Shamaaila
(Co-operative Program) 

Kellendonk, Olivia Margaret * 

Khaki, Rianna 
(Co-operative Program) † 

Khosla, Laisha 
(Pre-Clinical Specialization) * 

Koralage, Mahappu Koralalage  
	 Nelushi Sayurangi
(Pre-Clinical Specialization -  
Co-operative Program) 

Kowanski, Klaudia Ashley * 

Krishnan, Ajae 
(Aging Studies Option) 

Krishnan, Bharthi 
(Medical Physiology Minor - 
Psychology Minor - Co-operative 
Program) * 

Krzeminski, Victoria 
(Addictions, Mental Health and 
Policy Minor - Psychology Minor) † 

Kwan, Godfrey Shing On
(Aging Studies Option - Co-operative 
Program) * 

Legg, Ashley Lillian * 

Loodoo, Sunidhi 
(English Language and Literature 
Minor) 

Loungani, Risha 
(Co-operative Program) † 

Lu, Melissa 
(Pre-Clinical Specialization -  
Co-operative Program) † 

MacGregor, Megan Abigail
(Aging Studies Option - Psychology 
Minor - Co-operative Program) † 

Maghamianzadeh, Labkhand 
(Co-operative Program) † 

Mahee, Shirazum Munira
(Pre-Clinical Specialization - Medical 
Physiology Minor - Co-operative 
Program) * 

Makeswaran, Biranavi 
(Gerontology Minor) 

Malemath, Megha 
(Pre-Clinical Specialization) † 

Markou, Lucas 
(Health Research Specialization) † 

Marques, Alicia Marie Santos
(Pre-Clinical Specialization - Aging 
Studies Option - Medical Physiology 
Minor) 

McCready-Branch, Brent 
(Health Research Specialization - 
Addictions, Mental Health and Policy 
Minor - Co-operative Program) † 

Mirza, Raiyaan 

Mishra, Namrata 
(Co-operative Program) † 

Monaghan, Sarah BM
(Co-operative Program) † 

Mubarik, Mariya Ahmed 
(Co-operative Program) † 

Mulla, Aaliya Mukarram
(Co-operative Program) 

Mulla, Anam Amajit
(Aging Studies Option - Medical 
Physiology Minor - Co-operative 
Program) * 

Nagra, Manvir Kaur † 

Nanthakumar, Laksha 

Naqvi, Maria Mustafa * 

Neil, Cory Danielle
(Addictions, Mental Health and Policy 
Minor - Co-operative Program) *

Nguyen, Nikki Le † 

Ogunleye, Olutomiwa Julia
(Psychology Minor) † 

Oliveira, Felicia Marie
(Co-operative Program) 

Osborne, Christopher Dean
(Health Research Specialization) † 

Osonwa, Amara Lynn
(Medical Physiology Minor -  
Co-operative Program) † 

Pandohie, Jaina Jessica † 

Patel, Akshar Diptanshu * 

Pauldine, Isabella Marie
(Neuroscience Minor) * 

Peters-Looby, Zayne Sheon Yannick
(Co-operative Program) * 

Petracca, Matthew Nicholas
(Health Research Specialization) 

Ponrajah, Lakshna 
(Co-operative Program) † 

Rajakrishna, Saghana 
(Psychology Minor) † 

Rajeswaran, Thenugaa Thusha
(Co-operative Program) † 

Ramesh, Vaishnavi 
(Pre-Clinical Specialization - Aging 
Studies Option - Co-operative 
Program) 

Randell, Jennifer Jenni Nancy
(Joint Honours Psychology -  
Co-operative Program) † 

Ranganathan, Akshana 
(Co-operative Program) * 

Rashad, Mashaim 

Rattansi, Sahaar 
(Psychology Minor - Co-operative 
Program) † 

Rizzo, Kayla Erika † 

Rogan, Ashley Le
(Psychology Minor) * 

Rowland, Emma Louise Hazel
(Medieval Studies Minor -  
Co-operative Program) * 

Saini, Eknoor Kaur
(Health Research Specialization - 
Co-operative Program) * 

Saini, Hargun Kaur † 

Schade, Tienna Jinlishu
(Health Research Specialization - 
Co-operative Program) † 

Selvananth, Prisha 
(Health Informatics Option) * 

Senthilkumar, Subanu 
(Addictions, Mental Health and Policy 
Minor - Co-operative Program) † 

Shah, Pari † 

Shuja, Abeeha Zehra
(Psychology Minor) * 

Sivakumar, Senjana 
(Gerontology Minor - Psychology 
Minor) 

* – Distinction 
† – Dean’s Honours 
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Sotelo, Olivia Veronica
(Psychology Minor) * 

Sovran, Elena 

Sran, Sahaj Singh † 

Sureshkumar, Melanie 
(Pre-Clinical Specialization) * 

Syed, Fatima Mahmood † 

Tay, Meagan 

Thai, Charlene 

Thavapalan, Apisha 
(Co-operative Program) † 

Tirbany, Jasmine 

Tobin, Hailey Ann
(Pre-Clinical Specialization) * 

Triwal, Annum 
(Pre-Clinical Specialization - Medical 
Physiology Minor - Co-operative 
Program) † 

Tu, Katelyn 
(Management Studies Minor -  
Co-operative Program) † 

Tutte, Zoë Alexandra
(Health Informatics Option - Aging 
Studies Option - Co-operative 
Program) 

Vinayagamoorthy, Aranee 
(Gerontology Minor - Co-operative 
Program) 

Wang, Le Xuan 
(Co-operative Program) 

Wang, Si Rong 
(Co-operative Program) * 

Wong, Kaitlyn Leianne
(Medical Physiology Minor -  
Co-operative Program) † 

Xu, Yi 
(Pre-Clinical Specialization) † 

Živanović, Alexandra 
(Aging Studies Option - Co-operative 
Program) †

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE 

HONOURS HEALTH STUDIES
Basra, Gursimar Singh
(Co-operative Program) * 

Begum, Achiya 

Desai, Rutu 
(Psychology Minor) 

Habib, Zahra 
(Co-operative Program) † 

Moua, Eve Alora
(Co-operative Program) 

Nguyen, Tran Bao Huy Bao Huy
(Co-operative Program) * 

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE 

HONOURS KINESIOLOGY
Abu-eisheh, Wedad Jihad
(Human Nutrition Minor) † 

Aguto, Maxena Rose 

Ahi, Sara Victoria 

Ahmed, Ammarah Bano
(Co-operative Program) * 

Ahmed, Sabeeh 

Aitken, Olivia Elizabeth
(Rehabilitation Sciences 
Specialization - Co-operative 
Program) † 

Akingbade, Adeyemi Adedeji Jesse
(Co-operative Program) * 

Alexander, Sarah Joyce
(Co-operative Program) 

Allen, Annette Delwyn 

Amarcy, Shetl 

Amir, Nawal 
(Co-operative Program) * 

Aragona, Victoria 
(Neuroscience Minor - Co-operative 
Program) † 

Arunthavarajah, Harni 
(Rehabilitation Sciences 
Specialization) 

Ashraf, Fatima 

Athwal, Sareena Kaur

Azab, Nabil † 

Badescu, Alexandru 
(Human Nutrition Minor) 

Bailey, Gabrielle Ashleigh

Baleta, Iva Nicole
(Rehabilitation Sciences 
Specialization - Co-operative 
Program) 

Barrese, Rocco 
(Co-operative Program) 

Battler, Sydney Marie

Beck, Isabella Grace
(Co-operative Program) 

Beilhartz, Cameron Olivia
(Human Resources Management 
Minor) 

Belevski, Marko 
(Rehabilitation Sciences 
Specialization - Co-operative 
Program) * 

Bennett, Connor Jacob
(Rehabilitation Sciences 
Specialization - Co-operative 
Program) * 

Bhai, Khushi Vinod

Bhardwaj, Sakshi † 

Brook, Meagan Rebecca
(Medical Physiology Minor) 

Buganan-Jean-Pierre, Damian Jonah
(Rehabilitation Sciences 
Specialization - Co-operative 
Program) † 

Buhrow, Emma 
(Human Nutrition Minor) 

Cao, Angela 
(Co-operative Program) † 

Chang, Nicolas 
(Co-operative Program) † 

Chau, Tsz Lok 

Chen, Jonathan 
(Ergonomics and Injury Prevention 
Minor - Co-operative Program) † 

Chesney, Sarah Grace * 

Cho, Xavier 
(Co-operative Program) 

Chouinard, Alexandre Cong

Costanzo, Katie Feng Ruo Ting
(Rehabilitation Sciences 
Specialization - Medical Physiology 
Minor) † 

Cressman, Raegan Anna Jean
(Rehabilitation Sciences 
Specialization - Co-operative 
Program) 

Crisostomo, Victor Antonio Antonio

Dake, Olivia Brooke
(Co-operative Program) * 

Dao, Kelly 
(Co-operative Program) * 

Davis, Alexander Michael † 

Davitsky, Megan Ann
(Medical Physiology Minor -  
Co-operative Program) † 

Demera, Julisa Ann
(Rehabilitation Sciences 
Specialization) 

Donaldson, Kaija Reese Clegg
(Rehabilitation Sciences 
Specialization - Co-operative 
Program) † 

Donis Loayza, Noemi Aisha 
(Co-operative Program) 

Dooks, Ethan Caleb

Du, Angela Jiayin
(Co-operative Program) 

Duchene, Ava Donatienne

Dunlop, Magdalene Nina
(Co-operative Program) 

Edwards, Sarah Arianna
(Rehabilitation Sciences 
Specialization - Co-operative 
Program) * 

Enns, Marcus William † 

* – Distinction 
† – Dean’s Honours 
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Eskandar, Rita Angelina
(Co-operative Program) † 

Fan, Caitlyn 
(Neuroscience Minor - Co-operative 
Program) † 

Fauteux, Rachel-Lynn Marie
(Rehabilitation Sciences 
Specialization) * 

Filice, Michael Christian
(Rehabilitation Sciences 
Specialization - Co-operative 
Program) * 

Fiorino, Niah Josephine
(Neuroscience Minor) † 

Frick, Grayson James Ewen
(Rehabilitation Sciences 
Specialization - Co-operative 
Program) 

Friedewold, Aidan Joseph * 

Furzer, Natasha Susan

Gadbois, Ty Daniel
(Co-operative Program) * 

Gagnon, Mackenzie Gabrielle * 

Galea, Gianna Josefa

Gallant, Brody Anthony
(Co-operative Program) 

Garofalo, Zara 
(Human Nutrition Minor) † 

Ghouri, Iqra 
(Rehabilitation Sciences 
Specialization) 

Gibbons, Benjamin Hendrik William
(Rehabilitation Sciences 
Specialization) † 

Gidaro, Nicholas 
(Rehabilitation Sciences 
Specialization) 

Gnanasegar, Vasikar 
(Co-operative Program) † 

Greenwood, Ivy Elizabeth † 

Grewal, Sahaj Kaur 

Gumarathas, Gogeethan * 

Gupta, Priyansh † 

Hanson, Clare Christina Heipel

Harman, Alexander James
(Co-operative Program) * 

Hartung, Victoria Pauline * 

Hawkins, Jack William
(Human Nutrition Minor) 

Heidebrecht, Kaelyn Nicole
(Co-operative Program) * 

Heidebrecht, Nathan Paul Brubacher
(Medical Physiology Minor -  
Co-operative Program) † 

Hinds, Jaz Jayden
(Rehabilitation Sciences 
Specialization) * 

Hinsperger, Aiden Cole Smyth
(Rehabilitation Sciences 
Specialization - Ergonomics and 
Injury Prevention Minor) * 

Ho, Jordan Ashleigh
(Rehabilitation Sciences 
Specialization - Co-operative 
Program) 

Huber, Izabella Ruth
(Medical Physiology Minor) † 

Jeevarajan, Tharuneeka 
(Medical Physiology Minor) † 

Johnston, Abby Lou-Ann

Kadlecik, Ryan 
(Rehabilitation Sciences 
Specialization - Co-operative 
Program) 

Kapoor, Sanah 
(Co-operative Program) * 

Kaur, Amrit 
(Rehabilitation Sciences 
Specialization - Co-operative 
Program) 

Keeso, Aliyah Maria
(Rehabilitation Sciences 
Specialization - Co-operative 
Program) † 

Kelly, Kaelyn Anne
(Rehabilitation Sciences 
Specialization - Co-operative 
Program) * 

Khan, Celina Waris
(Rehabilitation Sciences 
Specialization - Neuroscience  
Minor - Co-operative Program) 

Khau, Darren * 

Khurram-Hafeez, Omer † 

Kiroplis, George Vasilios
(Co-operative Program) * 

Koh, Ernest Enoch
(Co-operative Program) 

Koopmans, Salome Everlasting

Kropf, Dustin James * 

Kunkel, Keelin Leigh
(Co-operative Program) * 

Kwok, Nicole Qi
(Co-operative Program) † 

La Penna, Sonya Janaki
(Co-operative Program) 

Lai, Persephonie Wing Hin
(Medical Physiology Minor -  
Co-operative Program) * 

Lai, Wei 
(Co-operative Program)

Law, Hiu-Tung Kelly 

Leavitt, Lauren Rachel
(Co-operative Program) * 

Lethbridge, Amelia Margaret
(Rehabilitation Sciences 
Specialization - Co-operative 
Program) † 

Leung, Rachel Meghan
(Neuroscience Minor - Co-operative 
Program) * 

Lopez, Marco Antonio † 

Lumi, Fiona 

Macdougall, Jansen Davis
(Rehabilitation Sciences 
Specialization - Co-operative 
Program) * 

Mainolfi, Alana Teresa Romilda
(Co-operative Program) † 

Manohar, Merochini 
(Gerontology Minor) 

Marcelo, Emma Ashley * 

McCrudden, Jessica Lyn
(Co-operative Program) * 

McCullough, Caleb Jason 

McKarney, Hannah Marie
(Co-operative Program) 

Mendes Da Costa Matos, Mariana † 

Mihevc, Jonah Marcus
(Rehabilitation Sciences 
Specialization - Co-operative 
Program) * 

Mikelsons, Emily 
(Rehabilitation Sciences 
Specialization - Co-operative 
Program) * 

Millar, Michael Joseph

Morales, Liana 

Moss, Annika 
(Co-operative Program) 

Mullaj, Elen 
(Co-operative Program) † 

Munro, Alyssa Nicole
(Psychology Minor) 

Nieto, Genah Faye Galicinao * 

Nikkari, Kendra Dixon

Orlando, David Antonino
(Psychology Minor - Co-operative 
Program) * 

Pambis, Triantafyllia 
(Ergonomics and Injury Prevention 
Minor - Co-operative Program) † 

Payne, William Alexander
(Rehabilitation Sciences 
Specialization - Co-operative 
Program) † 

Peck-Haines, Avery Allison

Penner, Mitchell Ethan † 

Pettit, Alexandra Elizabeth * 

Phu, Bella * 

* – Distinction 
† – Dean’s Honours 
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Pileggi, Joshua David

Pitt, Shayne William 

Porter, Isaac John

Protudjer, Mario 
(Co-operative Program) † 

Purba, Abhay Singh

Radencich, Charlise Helena

Raheen, Zaidullah † 

Ravishankar, Nisha 
(Rehabilitation Sciences 
Specialization) 

Reed, Jacob Anton * 

Rojas, Santiago Joaquin * 

Roth, Rosalyn Shoshana
(Ergonomics and Injury Prevention 
Minor) † 

Ruggles, Kyra Harley Ann

Rusin, Adam Stanley
(Rehabilitation Sciences 
Specialization - Co-operative 
Program) † 

Ryan, Ethan Michael
(Neuroscience Minor - Co-operative 
Program) 

Saheban, Parsa 
(Co-operative Program) 

Said-Ahmed, Sumaya 
(Aging Studies Option - Co-operative 
Program) 

Samra, Jenna Leah
(Co-operative Program) * 

Satrupinas, Benjamin Tanakorn

Schick, Henry John

Schultz, Mira Raylene
(Co-operative Program) † 

Seedat, Zaakirah 
(Rehabilitation Sciences 
Specialization - Co-operative 
Program) * 

Semaan, James Elliot

Shah, Khushi Ashishkumar * 

Shaikli, Dalya Nadim 

Shanahan, Ciara Rose

Sharma, Mitali † 

Shooshan, Daniel † 

Simon, Kaila Rachel
(Rehabilitation Sciences 
Specialization - Co-operative 
Program) † 

Sitar, Alysa 
(Medical Physiology Minor -  
Co-operative Program) † 

Sivakumar, Mathusiga * 

Skanes, Lauren Elizabeth
(Rehabilitation Sciences 
Specialization - Co-operative 
Program) * 

Smith, Keelye Danae Kendrah
(Medical Physiology Minor) 

So, Hey Yu 
(Health Informatics Option) † 

Sokolovski, Anna 
(Co-operative Program) † 

Splane, Alexa Lee Ainsley
(Psychology Minor) 

Staines, Rowan Sarah
(Rehabilitation Sciences 
Specialization - Co-operative 
Program) † 

Staves, Olivia Raine
(Rehabilitation Sciences 
Specialization) 

Stone, Phoenix Asia
(Co-operative Program) † 

Su, Vincent Zi Qi
(Co-operative Program) † 

Subramonian, Riya 
(Co-operative Program) † 

Sukhija, Mannat 

Sun, Jessica 
(Co-operative Program) † 

Sweeney, Charles Dean † 

Syeda, Hiba Fatima 

Symon, Ella Josephine
(Co-operative Program) 

Tan, Josh Gabriel Ibañez
(Rehabilitation Sciences 
Specialization - Co-operative 
Program) † 

Thayalan, Thanuja 

Timbeck, Brett David
(Co-operative Program) † 

Tran, Jimmy Hao 

Van Damme, Julie Anne Marie 

Vanstone, Jameson Robert
(Ergonomics and Injury Prevention 
Minor - Co-operative Program) 

Veals, Andrew Jonathan
(Rehabilitation Sciences 
Specialization - Co-operative 
Program) † 

Vi, Emily 
(Co-operative Program) † 

Vince, Isabelle Anna 

Virk, Paras 

Voisin, Willow Marie
(Co-operative Program) * 

Vu, Thao My Ngoc
(Co-operative Program) * 

Vuu, Elaina 
(Human Nutrition Minor -  
Co-operative Program) † 

Wagner, Hannah Elizabeth
(Psychology Minor) 

Walker, Kathryn Sarah
(Co-operative Program) † 

Walsh, Brady Michael 

Wang, Ben † 

Wasi, Laraib 

Weddell, Coleman Nicholas 

Wignall, Ryan John † 

Wilkins, Mackenzie Aerlyn 

Yakoub, Mary Anne
(Co-operative Program) * 

Yang, Kathy † 

Yang, Kristy † 

Young, Allyson Janelle
(Rehabilitation Sciences 
Specialization - Co-operative 
Program) 

Zaheer, Nabil 

Zhang, Nathan Diwei † 

Zhu, Fiona 
(Co-operative Program) † 

Zhu, Zhengzhe 
(Co-operative Program) 

DIPLOMA IN FRENCH LANGUAGE I 
Alexander, Madeleine Elizabeth 

DIPLOMA IN FRENCH LANGUAGE II 
Kaba, Shaziya 
Oliveira, Felicia Marie 

DIPLOMA IN GERONTOLOGY 
Ahmad, Mafaza 
Ahmad, Sara A T 
Al-Abdali, Shams Ali 
Basra, Isha 
Basra, Muskan 
Bourdeau, Zeeyaan Nazarali
Chau, Mei Ying 
Ganesalingam, Mithusha 
Ghauree, Marium 
Gill, Jaspreet Kaur 
Greenly, Brianna Hope 
Hira, Jagriti 
Koenig, Mackenzie Xiao Wu Annie 
Parvez, Afra 
Petracca, Matthew Nicholas 
Rattansi, Sahaar 
Triwal, Annum 
Zeba, Tasnia Thasin 

DIPLOMA IN HEALTH HUMANITIES 
Manohar, Merochini 
Rajakrishna, Saghana 

* – Distinction 
† – Dean’s Honours 
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DIPLOMA IN JAPANESE LANGUAGE I 
Cormier, Benjamin Johnson 

DIPLOMA IN SUSTAINABILITY 
Monaghan, Sarah BM 
Monteiro, Nathan Jude 

CERTIFICATE IN CO-OPERATIVE 
EDUCATION IN RESEARCH 
Apa, Alessia Nicole 
Maghamianzadeh, Labkhand 
Rajeswaran, Thenugaa Thusha 

CERTIFICATE IN EXPERIENTIAL 
EDUCATION 
Alfred, Abigail Shalomy 
Arikati, Geetika 
Bailey, Gabrielle Ashleigh 
Beilhartz, Cameron Olivia 
Hinsperger, Aiden Cole Smyth 
Kaba, Shaziya 
Markou, Lucas 
Naqvi, Maria Mustafa 
Osborne, Christopher Dean 
Plang, Rhibetnan Sophie
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Outstanding achievements 

MEDALS AND AWARDS 

UNIVERSITY FINALIST FOR THE  
GOVERNOR GENERAL’S GOLD MEDAL
Doctoral 
Laura Peach

THE UNIVERSITY OF WATERLOO 
PRESIDENT’S AWARD OF EXCELLENCE
Highest standing in an  
undergraduate degree program
Elaina Vuu

THE UNIVERSITY OF WATERLOO  
ALUMNI GOLD MEDAL
Outstanding academic achievement
Thenugaa Thusha Rajeswaran

DEPARTMENTAL AWARDS
Distinguished academic achievement

Kinesiology and Health Sciences 
Elaina Vuu

Recreation and Leisure Studies 
Braiden Frank Sunn (fall 2025)

School of Public Health and Health Sciences 
Melissa Lu
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Waterloo brings 
home the gold 

Alumni Gold Medal recipients share in the pursuit 

of discovery, so we created a lasting symbol  

to honour their achievements. 

Since 19 70, Alumni Gold Medals have graced the 

convocation gowns of our top undergraduate 

and graduate students. The Royal Canadian 

Mint produced these medals in the past –  

but in the true spirit of Waterloo, we’ve  

decided to make them ourselves. 

Carefully crafted on campus in state-of-the-art 

labs, each medal is created out of nickel superalloy 

using a 3 D printer. The surface is finished by hand 

to produce a brilliant shine. Through the process 

of electroplating, the medal is then coated in 24-carat 

gold. The result is a tribute to Waterloo’s most accomplished 

graduates, made for each proud recipient by members  

of the University community. 

GO INSIDE THE LAB AT 
uwaterloo.ca/alumni/alumni-gold-medals 

CONGRATULATIONS TO THIS YEAR’S ALUMNI GOLD MEDAL RECIPIENTS. 

YOU HAVE MUCH TO CELEBRATE, AND EVEN MORE TO ANTICIPATE 

IN YOUR FUTURE AS UNIVERSITY OF WATERLOO ALUMNI. 

https://uwaterloo.ca/alumni/alumni-gold-medals
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Our tradition of regalia

THE GOWN 
At the University of Waterloo, as at most universities, academic robes are worn only 

on these special occasions. In the Middle Ages, robes were everyday clothing, and some 

students were so poor they had nothing else to wear. The black wrapper now called a 

“gown” served them as jacket, coat and sometimes bedclothes. Stone college buildings of 

the Middle Ages were unheated and the colourful “hood” could be pulled up to help keep 

out the cold wind. Today, the officers of the University, faculty members and graduating 

students all wear garments that are symbolic, not functional.

The scholars and students in long-ago universities were generally monks and other 

members of church orders. Over time, their vestments came to identify their universities. 

There are many variations, and the exact hood, gown or hat worn by an individual 

are determined by the university where they qualified. The array of colours and styles 

demonstrates the worldwide range of universities from which Waterloo’s faculty have come.

THE HOOD 
Hoods are unique in design and colour to each degree and each university. The academic 

dress chosen for Waterloo is patterned after that of Oxford, the world’s oldest English-

speaking university. The chief officers on the convocation platform – the chancellor  

(the ceremonial head of the University) and the president (who is also vice-chancellor) – 

wear gowns of the Oxford cut and trim, each with its own distinctive colour. The gowns 

worn by recipients of honorary degrees have the same design, as do the black gowns worn 

by candidates for regular degrees, and the red-and-green gowns which are Waterloo’s regalia 

for Doctor of Philosophy degrees. 

The ritual at convocation reflects the old custom that anyone in a university could wear  

a gown, but a hood was the symbol for a degree.



Academic dress
BACHELOR’S

PROFESSIONAL DOCTORATE

MASTER’S

DOCTORAL HONORARY DOCTORATE
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