
   
     

          

            

          

           

     

    

    
          

             

         

        

         

            

          

              

 

            

            

           

      

   

   

         

      

       

          

COPYRIGHT AND YOUR THESIS 
Content you can use without permission 

CONTENT IN THE PUBLIC DOMAIN 
The term "public domain" refers to works in which copyright has 
expired. In Canada, the term of copyright for most works is the life 
of the author, plus ð0 years. The copyright length may vary 
depending on factors such as the type of work, the manner of 
publication and the date of creation. 

CONTENT WITH AN OPEN LICENSE 
Creators may assign an open license (such as a Creative Commons 
license) or specific terms of use to a work that allows you to use 
the work given that you follow the conditions outlined. For 
example, many open access articles are assigned a Creative 
Commons license that allows users to reuse content from the 
article as long as the use of the work attributes the original creator. 

Remember! Just because a work is freely available on the 
internet does not mean that it is in the public domain or that it is 
openly licensed. 

INSUBSTANTIAL AMOUNTS OF CONTENT 
When you want to use part of a work, copyright only applies when 
the amount is substantial. This means that when you are using an 
insubstantial, or very small amount, such as a quote from a work, 

you do not need to ask permission. 

If you need help with any of the above email copyright@uwaterloo.ca. 

SOURCES 
Image 1: Public domain. By Public Domain Nouns on thenounproject.com 

Image 2: Creative Commons Logo from https://creativecommons.org/about/downloads 
Image 3: about by Yaroslav Samoylov from thenounproject.com 

C R E A T E D B Y L A U R E N B Y L 

C O P Y R I G H T @ U W A T E R L O O . C A 
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https://creativecommons.org/about/downloads
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COPYRIGHT AND YOUR THESIS 
CONTENT YOU NEED PERMISSION FOR 

In cases where you are using an entire work, such as a figure/illustration/image from a 
journal article, you need to ask permission from the copyright holder. This permission 
should be included in an appendix at the end of your thesis. 

HOW DO I ASK PERMISSION? 

Most publishers provide some way of asking permission through the 
webpage that hosts the article. Usually a ‘request permissions’ 

button will be available, and will direct you to the service (such as 
the Copyright Clearance Center) that grants permission. For 
publishers where this is not available, or creators outside of 
academic publishing, look for a page on their website about 
copyright or permissions. 

CONTENT YOU'VE PUBLISHED 

It is common for publications resulting from graduate 
student research to ultimately be reused as chapters in 
theses. In some disciplines, students publish manuscript 
based theses consisting of previously published work, and 
introductory and concluding chapters that contextualize 
their research project at large. You may need to obtain 
permission from the publisher in order to use previously 
published work in your thesis. In most cases, you will have 
transferred or licensed copyright in your article to the 
publisher. 

When you published you likely signed or clicked-through an agreement with the 
publisher. That agreement will tell you what you can and can’t do with your work. If you 
do not have a copy of your agreement, looking to the publisher’s author copyright policy 
is helpful. SHERPA/RoMEO is a good place to start; it is a database of publisher copyright 
policies. 

More detailed information is available on the UWSpace guide. 

If you have any questions please reach out to copyright@uwaterloo.ca. 

Sources: Image 1: ask by Adrien Coquet from thenounproject.com; Image 2: publish by Aficons from 
thenounproject.com 

https://v2.sherpa.ac.uk/romeo/
https://uwaterloo.ca/library/uwspace/thesis-submission-guide/third-party-content-use-and-specialized-content-submission
https://thenounproject.com
https://thenounproject.com
mailto:copyright@uwaterloo.ca



