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The University of Waterloo acknowledges that 
much of our work takes place on the traditional 

territory of the Neutral, Anishinaabeg and 
Haudenosaunee peoples. Our main campus is 

situated on the Haldimand Tract, the land 
granted to the Six Nations that includes six 
miles on each side of the Grand River.
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HOUSEKEEPING
• WiFi

o  Academics – eduroam

o  Other guests – UniversityOfWaterloo

• Washrooms, exits

• Refreshments/drink stations

• Coat racks

• Full agenda on tables; Q&A will occur during breaks

• Lunch provided at 11:45 a.m. - be sure to check out the posters!

• Return your name tag and lanyard
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https://uwaterloo.atlassian.net/wiki/spaces/ISTKB/pages/1931804834/UniversityOfWaterloo+Guest+Wi-Fi+Connection+Guide
https://uwaterloo.atlassian.net/wiki/spaces/ISTKB/pages/1931804834/UniversityOfWaterloo+Guest+Wi-Fi+Connection+Guide


• Industry keynote: Anne Reinders, BTQ

• Waterloo faculty: Sirisha Rambhatla, Mina 
Tahmasbi Arashloo, Yue Hu, Sihang Liu, 

Seyed Majid Zahedi, Clemens Possnig

• Industry panelist: Ilyas Iyoob, Kyndryl

• Research institute: Sajin Sasy, CISPA

EMERGING TALENT. FUTURE LEADERS.
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https://uwaterloo.ca/cybersecurity-privacy-institute/2025conference#anne
https://uwaterloo.ca/cybersecurity-privacy-institute/2025conference#sirisha
https://uwaterloo.ca/cybersecurity-privacy-institute/2025conference#mina
https://uwaterloo.ca/cybersecurity-privacy-institute/2025conference#mina
https://uwaterloo.ca/cybersecurity-privacy-institute/2025conference#yue
https://uwaterloo.ca/cybersecurity-privacy-institute/2025conference#sihang
https://uwaterloo.ca/cybersecurity-privacy-institute/2025conference#seyed
https://uwaterloo.ca/cybersecurity-privacy-institute/2025conference#clemens
https://uwaterloo.ca/cybersecurity-privacy-institute/2025conference#ilyas
https://uwaterloo.ca/cybersecurity-privacy-institute/2025conference#sajin


• 9 a.m. Welcome address & state of CPI
• 9:15 a.m.  Industry keynote: Anne Reinders
• 10 a.m.  Networking break  

• 10:30 a.m. Talk #1 : Sirisha Rambhatla
• 11:00 a.m.  Poster session and lunch

• 1 p.m.  Talk #2: Mina Tahmasabi Arashloo
• 1:30 p.m. Talk #3: Sihang Liu 

• 2 p.m. Talk #4: Yue Hu 
• 2:30 p.m. Networking break  

• 3 p.m. Panel: S. Zahedi, C. Possnig, S. Rambhatla and I. Iyoob
• 4 p.m. Talk #5: Sajin Sasy
• 4:30 p.m. Awards ceremony

• 4:50 p.m. Closing remarks

AGENDA
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https://uwaterloo.ca/cybersecurity-privacy-institute/2025conference#agenda


STATE OF CPI
N. Asokan, Executive Director



GLOBAL FUTURES INTIATIVE (GFI)

• CPI among eight inaugural recipients awarded 
GFI funding ($200, 000 over three years)

• Global Futures Fund is a key initiative supporting 
University’s long-term strategic vision
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https://uwaterloo.ca/global-futures/global-futures-fund
https://uwaterloo.ca/global-futures/global-futures-fund


CPI in GFI

1. Intensify industry collaborations

2. Host high-impact events like Annual 
Conference and Graduate Student Conference, 
and events engaging with policy makers

3. Expand training activities, in collaboration 
with WatSPEED and GSPA

Areas of focus
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https://uwaterloo.ca/cybersecurity-privacy-institute/2025conference
https://uwaterloo.ca/cybersecurity-privacy-institute/2025conference
https://uwaterloo.ca/cybersecurity-privacy-institute/news/cpi-unites-cybersecurity-and-privacy-graduate-students
https://watspeed.uwaterloo.ca/programs-and-courses/campaign-cyber.html
https://uwaterloo.ca/graduate-studies-postdoctoral-affairs-new/


1. INDUSTRY ENGAGEMENT
• Kyndryl

o Consulting, white papers, research projects

o Just renewed partnership

• BTQ

o Multi-year research project with Prof. Guang Gong 

o Looking to continue partnership into the future
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https://www.kyndryl.com/ca/en
https://www.kyndryl.com/ca/en
https://www.btq.com/
https://www.btq.com/
https://uwaterloo.ca/electrical-computer-engineering/profile/ggong


1. PARTNER WITH US
• Fund graduate/undergraduate scholarships 

• Sponsor research

• Participate in CPI signature events

• Attend roundtables with researchers 

• And more!

cpi.uwaterloo.ca
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https://uwaterloo.ca/cybersecurity-privacy-institute/about/sponsorship


2. HIGH-IMPACT EVENTS

Annual Conference

Graduate Student Conference

Events impacting policy

o 2024 Cybersecurity Policy Conference

o 2o23 Cybersecurity, Privacy, and 
Artificial Intelligence in Health Data 
Conference
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https://uwaterloo.ca/cybersecurity-privacy-institute/events/cpi-annual-conference
https://uwaterloo.ca/cybersecurity-privacy-institute/news/cpi-unites-cybersecurity-and-privacy-graduate-students
https://uwaterloo.ca/news/reshaping-and-securing-canadas-digital-future
https://uwaterloo.ca/news/reshaping-and-securing-canadas-digital-future
https://uwaterloo.ca/cybersecurity-privacy-institute/events/cybersecurity-privacy-and-artificial-intelligence-health-0
https://uwaterloo.ca/cybersecurity-privacy-institute/events/cybersecurity-privacy-and-artificial-intelligence-health-0
https://uwaterloo.ca/cybersecurity-privacy-institute/events/cybersecurity-privacy-and-artificial-intelligence-health-0
https://uwaterloo.ca/cybersecurity-privacy-institute/events/cybersecurity-privacy-and-artificial-intelligence-health-0


3. EXPAND TRAINING OFFERINGS

• Undergraduate and graduate awards

• New initiatives with GSPA and WatSPEED
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https://uwaterloo.ca/cybersecurity-privacy-institute/scholarships#ugaward
https://uwaterloo.ca/cybersecurity-privacy-institute/scholarships#ugaward
https://uwaterloo.ca/cybersecurity-privacy-institute/scholarships
https://uwaterloo.ca/graduate-studies-postdoctoral-affairs-new/
https://watspeed.uwaterloo.ca/


MARKETING COMMUNICATIONS

• Milestone: 3,000+ followers on 
LinkedIn; up 64% year over year

• 3,300 e-newsletter subscribers: 
Average open rate up 4% to 33% 
year over year

• UnMarker tool story: Second- 
highest earned media hits year 
to date
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STAY CONNECTED WITH CPI
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Newsletter LinkedIn YouTube



KEYNOTE: BTQ
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ANNE REINDERS
Head of Cryptography, BTQ

With over a decade of experience advancing 

hardware and software for secure systems, Anne 
leads the development of novel PQC accelerators and 
secure elements at BTQ.



EXPLORE 
WATSPEED'S CYBER 

PROGRAMS

USE CODE CPI20

EXCLUSIVE 20% 
DISCOUNT FOR CPI 

MEMBERS 

watspeed.uwaterloo.ca



TALK #1: BUILDING EFFICIENT AND SAFE LARGE LANGUAGE 
MODELS - FROM LOW-DIMENSIONAL TRAINING TO SAFETY 

BENCHMARKING

Sirisha Rambhatla



POSTER SESSION & LUNCH

Follow us on LinkedIn Join our mailing list
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TALK #2: USING FORMAL METHODS TO FIND 
NETWORK PERFORMANCE ANOMALIES

Mina Tahmasbi Arashloo



TALK #3: SIDE-CHANNEL VULNERABILITIES IN 
NETWORKING AND AI SYSTEMS

Sihang Liu



TALK #4: NAVIGATING PRIVACY AND TRUST IN THE 
EMERGING ERA OF HUMAN-ROBOT INTERACTION

Yue Hu



EXPLORE 
WATSPEED'S CYBER 

PROGRAMS

USE CODE CPI20

EXCLUSIVE 20% 
DISCOUNT FOR CPI 

MEMBERS 

watspeed.uwaterloo.ca



NETWORKING BREAK

Follow us on LinkedIn Join our mailing list
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ZERO DOLLARS FOR ZERO-DAYS: NAVIGATING EARLY-CAREER 
SECURITY RESEARCH – MODERATED BY DIOGO BARRADAS

SEYED MAJID 
ZAHEDI

CLEMENS 
POSSNIG

SIRISHA 
RAMBHATLA

ILYAS 
IYOOB

Chief Data Scientist,

Global Head of 
Kyndryl Research

Assistant Professor, 
Waterloo's Department of 

Economics

Val O’Donovan Chair in 
Efficient, Safe, and 

Adaptive AI and Assistant 
Professor in MS&E

Assistant Professor,

Waterloo's Faculty of 
Engineering



TALK #5: CHALLENGES OF RAM IN PRIVACY-
PRESERVING COMPUTATIONS

Sajin Sasy, CISPA



AWARDS CEREMONY
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WINTER 2025 - CPI UNDERGRADUATE 
AWARD RECIPIENTS

CS 489: Secure Programming - Shari Sun

CS 453: Software and Systems Security - Yi Bo Cheng

CO 487: Applied Cryptography - Eric Wang & Ethan Liu

CS 459: Privacy, Cryptography, Network and Data Security - Monica Suh
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SPRING 2025 - CPI UNDERGRADUATE 
AWARD RECIPIENTS

GBDA 303: Data and Society - Min Htet Naing

CS 453: Software and Systems Security - Renee Wang

CS 459: Privacy, Cryptography, Network and Data Security - Palaksha Drolia



Congratulations Matthew Regehr!

CPI GRADUATE SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENT

“This [CPI Graduate Excellence] scholarship will 
support my work on privacy accounting. I am 
excited to take this opportunity to develop tools 
and theory to support the adoption of privacy-
preserving technology for machine learning. I 
am grateful to CPI and BTQ for their generous 
support to further my research."

"

Matthew Regehr
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POSTER PRIZE WINNERS
THOMAS HUMPHRIES & ROSS EVANS

Shared recipients

$1.000



 
GRADUATE STUDENT CONFERENCE

COMING SPRING 2026 



 

THANK YOU & STAY CONNECTED WITH US!

Newsletter LinkedIn YouTube

cpi.uwaterloo.caPAGE  32
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