Understanding
Disinformation,
Misinformation,
and Malinformation

Based on findings from an original survey of Arab,
Chinese, and South Asian Canadians

What's the Difference?

Not everything you see online is true. Sometimes,
false information is shared on purpose; other times,
it's shared by mistake. Understanding the difference
can help you navigate information safely.

Disinformation Malinformation

Disinformation - False or misleading content created to deceive or
cause harm (e.g., fake news, manipulated images).

Misinformation - False information shared without intent to
mislead (e.g., sharing a rumor without verifying).

Malinformation - Real information shared with harmful intent (e.g.,
leaking private emails to damage someone’s reputation).

In our survey 66% participants reported knowing what
disinformation was, but only 40% felt confident in their
ability to define it.

Common Types of False or Misleading Information

Type Definition

Humorous but false stories presented as true that can unintentionally fool readers,
even though they aren’'t usually categorized as fake news

Satire/Parody

False Content that is factually accurate but presented with incorrect
Connection contextual information
Misleadi ng Using true information in a deceptive way
Content

False Context | cenuine content shared with incorrect or misleading contextual information

ImpOSter Falsely claiming to be a trusted source
Content
Man Ipu lated Content containing distortions of authentic information or imagery
Content
Fabricated Content containing entirely fabricated information designed to deceive
Content

How to Spot and
Stop False Information

Check multiple sources before believing or )
sharing content. Look at context—make sure
images and quotes aren’t being misused. Be
skeptical of extreme claims—do some
research. Report false content on social
media to help stop its spread.

Sources:
https://firstdraftnews. org/long-form-article/understanding-information-disorder/
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Infographic# 9: Understanding Disinformation, Misinformation, and Malinformation

False information comes in various forms, including disinformation, misinformation, and
malinformation. Disinformation refers to intentionally false or misleading content created
to deceive, while misinformation is false content shared without any intent to mislead.
Malinformation involves real information shared with harmful intent. In our survey, 66% of
participants reported knowing what disinformation is, but only 40% felt confident in
defining it.

Common types of false information include satire or parody (humorous but false stories),
false connection (correct information presented with misleading context), manipulated
content (distorted authentic information), and fabricated content (entirely made-up
information). This data demonstrates that more work is required to promote awareness,
capacity, and resilience to countering mis/disinformation n our diverse democracy.

Infographie n° 9 : Comprendre la désinformation, la mésinformation et la
malinformation

Les fausses informations se présentent sous diverses formes, notamment la
désinformation, la mésinformation et la malinformation. La désinformation fait référence a
un contenu intentionnellement faux ou trompeur créé pour induire en erreur, tandis que la
meésinformation est un contenu faux partagé sans aucune intention d'induire en erreur. La
malinformation implique le partage d'informations réelles avec une intention nuisible.
Dans notre enquéte, 66 % des participants ont déclaré savoir ce qu'est la désinformation,
mais seulement 40 % se sentaient capables de la définir.

Les types courants de fausses informations comprennent la satire ou la parodie (histoires
humoristiques mais fausses), la fausse connexion (informations correctes présentées avec
un contexte trompeur), le contenu manipulé (informations authentiques déformées) et le
contenu fabriqué (informations entierement inventées). Ces données démontrent que
davantage de travail est nécessaire pour promouvoir la sensibilisation, la capacité et la
résilience a lutter contre la mésinformation et la désinformation dans notre démocratie
diversifiée.
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