
University of Waterloo 
Department of English 

ENGL 109 (section 024) 
Introduction to Academic Writing 

T & Th 2:30pm – 3:50pm 
EV3 3408 

Instructor Information 
Instructor: Becky Anderson 
Pronouns: She/her 
Office: PAS 2212 
Office Hours: T & Th 1:30pm – 2:30pm 
Email: r3anders@uwaterloo.ca 

Territorial Acknowledgment 
I would like to acknowledge that we are on the traditional territory of the Attawandaron 
(Neutral), Anishnaabeg, and Haudenosaunee peoples. The University of Waterloo is situated on 
the Haldimand Tract, land promised and given to Six Nations, which includes six miles on each 
side of the Grand River. 

Course Description  
Each of us engages in the act of writing every day. Whether we’re preparing a grocery list or 
sending a text message, we’re writing to communicate in a meaningful manner. Writing in the 
academic context involves careful planning, critical thinking, argumentation, and revision. These 
are the skills that I hope to help you with over the course of the term. We’ll study different 
genres of writing including argument essays, close reading analyses, and personal narratives. 
This course will take the form of a workshop, which means your participation is essential to your 
success in the course; we’ll discuss best practices for different genres of writing, complete in-
class writing exercises and partake in peer review sessions. 

Course Objectives 
• To help you to think critically and communicate effectively  
• To learn and practice a variety of strategies for inventing, drafting, and editing texts 
• To learn and practice writing in a variety of academic genres 
• To learn to read critically  
• To learn to write persuasively by effectively employing elements of formal argumentation  
• To help you give and receive useful feedback on writing for the purposes of revision  
• To learn and practice communicating to a variety of academic audiences 

Course Texts 
Online readings and resources accessible through the course LEARN site 
 
Aaron, Jane E. and Aimée Morrison. The Little, Brown Compact Handbook, Fifth Canadian 

Edition, Toronto: Pearson, 2013. (recommended) 
 
John J. Ruszkiewicz and Jay T. Dolmage. How to Write Anything: A Guide and Reference with 

Readings. 3rd edition. Boston: Bedford/St. Martin’s Press, 2015. (recommended)  



Assignments  
20% Participation & In-Class Activities – ongoing 
20% Argument Essay + Reflection – due October 11th 
20% Evaluative Essay + Reflection – November 8th 
15% Personal Narrative + Reflection – November 27th 
25% Revision & Final Reflection – December 4th 
 

Participation & In-Class Activities (20%) - ongoing 
Participation is one key to success in this course. It’s expected that students will attend all classes 
adequately prepared to engage in discussion and to complete in-class activities. Preparation 
includes having completed all assigned readings before class begins and bringing a digital copy 
or hardcopy of the assigned readings to class for our discussions. Participation also includes 
communicating with your classmates in a respectful manner, listening carefully when others are 
speaking and responding in a generous manner. That being said, sexist, ablest, homophobic, 
transphobic, and racist comments of any kind will not be tolerated. I know, from personal 
experience, that speaking up in class can be an incredibly difficult task for shy students. If you 
feel uncomfortable communicating orally in the classroom, please speak to me, and we can work 
out an alternative arrangement.  
 
All in-class activities, including peer revisions, will count towards your participation grade. 
These activities cannot be made up if you miss class. Students who don’t take part in all peer 
review exercises will forfeit 5% of their overall participation grade. 
 
Argument Essay 20% - due October 11th at 11:30pm via LEARN dropbox 
For this assignment, you’ll write an analysis of a song that is 3-4 pages with a 250-word 
reflection that builds on your revision process thus far. You’re to employ close reading skills to 
determine how a music video of your choosing engages with a social justice matter. You’re to 
demonstrate the way in which the artist combines lyrics and performance to create meaning. Pay 
specific attention to the way diction, metaphors, images, and instrumentation work together to 
draw attention to an important issue facing society. Be sure to include a thesis statement, and 
don’t forget to structure your essay and cite your sources using MLA format. 
 
Evaluative Essay 20% - due November 8th at 11:30pm via LEARN dropbox 
For this assignment, you’re to write an essay of 3-4 pages with a 250-word reflection that builds 
on your revision process thus far. You’re to choose one social media platform and analyze some 
of its affordances and constraints. You must include at least three secondary sources to 
substantiate your claims. Rely upon close reading and analyses to prove your thesis and structure 
your essay and cite your sources using MLA format. 
 
Personal Narrative 15% - due November 27th at 11:30pm via LEARN dropbox 
For this assignment, you’ll produce a personal narrative of 2-3 pages and a 250 to 500-word 
reflection of your narrative. The form of your narrative is up to you. For example, you may write 
a traditional textual narrative, you may create a photo narrative, you may produce a work of e-
poetry. You must secure permission from your instructor before proceeding with an alternative 
format. Structure your reflection using MLA format. 
 



Revision & Final Reflection 25% - due December 4th at 11:30pm via LEARN dropbox 
For this assignment, you’ll be graded for your ability to revise your own work and implement 
feedback. You’re to select one essay to revise taking into consideration the feedback that your 
peers and your instructor have given to you on your prior submissions. You must submit all 
drafts that contain feedback from your peers and from your instructor. Lastly, you’ll submit a 
250-word reflection that outlines your thoughts on the class, your progress as a writer throughout 
the term, and your revision process. 

Grading 
Letter Grade Numeric Grade Range 

A+ 90-100 
A 85-89 
A- 80-84 
B+ 77-79 
B 75-76 
B- 70-74 
C+ 67-69 
C 65-67 
C- 60-64 
D+ 57-59 
D 55-56 
D- 50-54 
F 0-50 
 

Resources for Students 
Accommodations 
We’ll all need some accommodations in this class, because we all learn differently. If you need 
specific accommodations, let me know. Your success in this course is important to me, and I’ll 
work with you to ensure that you have means of accessing class information, ways to take part in 
class activities, and avenues for fair assessment of your coursework. The University of Waterloo 
has a long-standing commitment to support the participation and access to university programs, 
services, and facilities by persons with all types of disabilities. All students who have a 
permanent disability as well as those with temporary disabilities have the right to what UW calls 
AccessAbility Services. Please contact them at 519-888-4567 ext. 35082 or visit Needles Hall 
1132 to book an appointment to meet with an advisor to discuss their services and supports. 
 
Counselling Services 
Your mental health is extremely important, and we all experience varying degrees of mental 
health concerns at some point in our lives. University is a very stressful environment, and if you 
are feeling unwell, please know that you’re not alone. The University of Waterloo offers various 
services to students in need such as individual appointments, workshops, coping skills seminars, 
group therapy, peer counselling, and online information and resources free of charge. Please visit 
Counselling Services, drop by their office on the second floor of Needles Hall or give them a call 
at 519-888-4567 ext. 32655 for more information. I’m not, by any means, an expert, but if you 

https://uwaterloo.ca/accessability-services/
https://uwaterloo.ca/accessability-services/
https://uwaterloo.ca/campus-wellness/counselling-services
https://uwaterloo.ca/campus-wellness/counselling-services


approach me with a mental health concern, you can be sure that I’ll take your issue very 
seriously and will point you in the direction of help. 
 
Writing and Communication Centre 
The Writing and Communication Centre aims to provide assistance to students for their writing 
and communication needs. They offer one-on-one appointments and drop-in sessions as well as 
workshops, learning resources, and comprehensive programs to students of all experience levels 
and disciplines. Please visit the Writing and Communication Centre or drop by their office on the 
second floor of South Campus Hall for more information. 
 
Student Success Office 
The Student Success Office provides academic and personal development services, resources for 
international students, as well as study abroad and exchange support. They aim to create a 
vibrant student experience and help students achieve personal and professional goals. Visit the 
Student Successs Office, drop by their office on the second floor of South Campus Hall or reach 
them by phone at 519-888-4567 ext. 84410 for more information. 

Course Policies 
Contacting Me 
Please don’t hesitate to contact me to discuss your writing, to seek assistance or clarification, or 
to raise questions or concerns pertaining to coursework. I’m readily available via email, but do 
require 24 hours to respond. I also hold office hours twice a week, and have an open-door policy 
at the time specified above. My office is a safe space for peoples of all races, religions, genders, 
abilities, and sexual orientations. If you wish to meet outside of my office hours, do contact me 
to arrange an alternative meeting time. 
 
General Assignment Guidelines 

• All assignments must be submitted to the appropriate LEARN dropbox by 11:30pm on 
the specified due date.  

• All in-class activities must be submitted to the appropriate LEARN dropbox by 11:30pm 
on the specified due date. 

• Assignments & activities must be submitted as Word Documents; PDFs will not be 
accepted. 

• Your work must follow MLA guidelines. For an excellent MLA style guide please visit 
the Owl at Purdue. 

 
Late Work 
Late work will be accepted without penalty if prior permission has been granted. If an extension 
is needed, please contact me, at the latest, 72 hours prior to the submission deadline. Extensions 
will only be granted within 72 hours prior to the submission deadline if proof of an extenuating 
circumstance is provided. Otherwise, late work will be penalized 5% per day, including 
weekends. All late work must be submitted to the appropriate LEARN dropbox. 

University Policies 
Academic Integrity  
In order to maintain a culture of academic integrity, members of the University of Waterloo 
community are expected to promote honesty, trust, fairness, respect, and responsibility. All 

https://uwaterloo.ca/writing-and-communication-centre/
https://uwaterloo.ca/writing-and-communication-centre/
https://uwaterloo.ca/student-success/student-success-office-sign
https://uwaterloo.ca/student-success/student-success-office-sign
https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/01/
https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/01/


sources of information that you use in your written work in this class must be cited fully and 
scrupulously. If I suspect that you have committed an academic offense, including plagiarism, I 
must report it to the Associate Dean; if the offense is confirmed, the normal result is a failing 
grade on the assignment. For more information, visit the Office of Academic Integrity. 
 
Academic Discipline  
A student is expected to know what constitutes academic integrity, to avoid committing 
academic offenses, and to take responsibility for their actions. A student who is unsure whether 
an action constitutes an offense, who needs help in learning how to avoid offenses (e.g. 
plagiarism, cheating, etc), or who needs help learning about the ‘rules’ for group work and 
collaboration, should seek guidance from the course instructor, their academic advisor, or the 
Undergraduate Associate Dean. When misconduct has been found to have occurred, disciplinary 
penalties will be imposed under Policy 71 – Student Discipline. 
 
Academic Grievance  
A student who believes that a decision affecting some aspect of their university life has been 
unfair or unreasonable may have grounds for initiating a grievance. Read Policy 70 - Student 
Petitions and Grievances, Section 4. 
 
Academic Appeals  
A student may appeal the finding and/or penalty in a decision made under Policy 70 - Student 
Petitions and Grievances (other than regarding a petition) or Policy 71 - Student Discipline if a 
ground for an appeal can be established. Read Policy 72 - Student Appeals. 

 

 
  

https://uwaterloo.ca/academic-integrity/
https://uwaterloo.ca/academic-integrity/
https://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat-general-counsel/policies-procedures-guidelines/policy-71
https://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat-general-counsel/policies-procedures-guidelines/policy-71
https://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat-generalcounsel/policies-procedures-guidelines/policy-70
https://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat-generalcounsel/policies-procedures-guidelines/policy-70
https://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat-general-counsel/policies-procedures-guidelines/policy-72
https://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat-general-counsel/policies-procedures-guidelines/policy-72


Tentative Course Schedule (May change to accommodate guest presenters & student needs) 
 
Date Topic Readings Due Date 
Thursday, September 
6 

Course Overview   

Tuesday, September 
11 

Crafting an Effective 
Essay 

Readings_Rhetoric & 
Sellnow Ch 1 
 

 

Thursday, September 
13 

Citation & Works 
Cited Workshop 
 
Introduction to Close 
Reading Part I 

Sellnow Ch 7 pgs 
124-125 
 

 

Tuesday, September 
18 

Introduction to Close 
Reading Part II 
 

Readings_Literary  

Thursday, September 
20 

Reflection Writing 
Workshop 
 

 Thesis Statement 
Activity 

Tuesday, September 
25 

Research Strategies 
Workshop 

  
 

Thursday, September 
27 

1-on-1 Meetings   
  

Tuesday, October 2 Afrofuturism Guest 
Lecture 

  

Thursday, October 4 Peer Review 
Strategies & 
Workshop 

 
 

Argument Essay 
Draft to Dropbox 

Tuesday, October 9 No Class – Reading 
Week 

  

Thursday, October 11 Make-up Class 
 

 Argument Essay Due 

Tuesday, October 16 Integrating Sources 
Workshop; Shaping 
& Drafting Workshop 

  

Thursday, October 18 Social Media 
Introduction; 
Instagram & 
SnapChat 

Smith & Watson  

Tuesday, October 23 Reddit Guest Lecture  
 

Integrating Sources 
Activity 

Thursday, October 25 1-on-1 Meetings 
 

  

Tuesday, October 30 Social Media: FB, 
Memes, & GIFs 

Morrison_Aimée  
 



 
Thursday, November 
1 

Peer Review 
Workshop 

 Evaluative Draft Due 

Tuesday, November 
6 

Introduction to 
Personal Narrative 

Readings_Narrative  

Thursday, November 
8 

Personal Narrative 
Photo Essay 

Katz_James Evaluative Essay Due 

Tuesday, November 
13 

1-on-1 Meetings   

Thursday, November 
15 

Personal Narrative 
Reflection Workshop 

  

Tuesday, November 
20 

Peer Review 
Workshop 
 

 Narrative Draft Due 

Thursday, November 
22 

Revision Workshop   

Tuesday, November 
27 

Revision Workshop  Narrative Due 

Thursday, November 
29 

Revision Workshop   

Tuesday, December 4 
 

  Revision & Final 
Reflection Due 
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