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Principles and Practices II 
Since no one can engage in discourse without discovery, so the system of discourse 

is the system of discovery. 
--Anicius Manlius Severinus Boethius 

In theFall of the year of our Lord, two thousand and seventeen     

Tuesday, Thursday, 10:00-11:20 
Hall of the Hageys 2107 
Course conductor: Allen of Harris, cleped “Randy” 
Office hours: Hours: 8:00 - 9:20, Monday; 10:00-11:00, Wednesday 

Course epitome             

Quoth the calendar:  

“A study of rhetorical theories and practices from late Antiquity, Medieval, 
Renaissance, and the Enlightenment periods, with an emphasis on how those 
theories and practices reflect changing attitudes towards language, society, 
and the self.” 

Well, yes, there's that. More specifically, though, we will see rhetoric in middle age, 
mature, reflective, strong and hitting its stride. But also a little grey at the temples, a 
bit soft around the middle, undergoing a crisis of identity and looking for a hot little 
red sports car to maintain its vigour: theology, poetics, business, psychology, 
whatever. 
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Rules    

Thou shalt be cheerful, thrifty, and brave.  

Thou shalt not use computational appliances in the class (unless counselled to do so 
by medical personages, from whom you have a writ; and even then, your browser 
history will be subject to periodic review).  
 

Texts    

IN DEFENSE OF RHETORIC, Brian Vickers. (Oxford University Press, 1998). 

Other readings will be required, as posted in the online schedule; all are available 
on the web.  

What must thou do? 
 

Requirement Grade Date 
Midterm 20% 2 November 

Final 25% When and where we are told 
Essay  40% 30 November 

Being Rhetorical 15% all the live-long day 

Exams  

MIDTERM. You will have to know both "facts" and "ideas" for this course. The midterm 
will test mostly the former, with multiple-choice, true-false, short-answer questions. 
It will cover material up to and including the 27 October class. 

FINAL. More of the same, but with some essay questions thrown in to chart the "ideas" 
quotient of the course. It will cover the entire course. 

Being rhetorical  

Come to class, contribute to discussions, participate in the development of the 
course. Your clearest opportunities for contributions will be on our Dialectica 
sessions, interspersed throughout the term, but you need to be engaged in the 
course every time you're in class (and you need to be in class). 

WAYS TO GET A GOOD GRADE: ask relevant questions, make salient observations, look 
for and point out connections in the material, complain about the unbelievable 
pressure of having to be rhetorical on demand, ...  

WAYS TO GET A MEDIOCRE GRADE: sit in your seat; avoid eye contact with the professor.  

WAYS TO GET A POOR GRADE: stay away from class, make long irrelevant commentaries, 
treat your fellow students with extravagant disrespect, ... 
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Essay 
Start thinking about your essay immediately. I’m not kidding. It will not have to be 
very long (1,500 - 2, 000 words), but it will have to be very good. This is a third-year 
rhetoric course; you should be writing and thinking about rhetorical issues at an 
advanced level, and crafting academic commensurate academic essay. The essay is 
the principal learning mechanism of the humanities; our laboratory.    

You can do a critical analysis of some text (very broadly construed--a pamphlet or a 
movie can be a text in this sense), or you can write a more strictly theoretical paper.  

CRITICAL ANALYSIS. Start with a concept (ethos, figuration, argumentation, ...) and 
watch it develop through the course (indeed, help it develop through the course; see 
"Being rhetorical" above). Do some outside reading on it (a.k.a. library research). 
Collect original data illustrating it (a.k.a. empirical research): find an appropriate 
text to analyse, and find appropriate secondary research, on both the concept and 
the text. Write a paper which shows (1) awareness of how that concept is rhetorical, 
especially in the terms of the period we are studying; and (2) original thought on 
how that notion operates in the text of your choice. 

THEORETICAL.  Alternately, you might do a more purely theoretical paper,--say, 
comparing Augustine and Blair on the notions of value in discourse, or discussing 
the role of the ars dictaminis on the development of rhetoric. Again, you would need 
to demonstrate (1) awareness of the rhetorical dimensions of the concepts under 
discussion, and (2) original thought on its function in the context you examine. But 
your focus should be on rhetorical theory or general practices, not on a specific text.  

EVALUATION RUBRIC  

Articulation and framing of your thesis    10%   

Research (quality of sources; description of concepts) 15%  

Evidence (for claims, about methods)    20%  

Argumentation (relevance, coherence, structure)  30%  

Style and grammar (sentence and paragraph structure,  
citation conventions, diction, spelling, punctuation,  15% 
agreement, citations, ...)        

Notes  

Do the readings BEFORE the assigned class.  

If you have any questions, please make sure you ASK them.  

The late policy is simple: don't be. The dropbox for your essay is disabled as of midnight 2 
November. The penalty is no grade. (If the deadline is problematic for personal and/or 
health reasons, discuss it with me well ahead of time; do not blow the deadline and ask for 
accommodation retroactively.) 
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Integrity  
Members of the University of Waterloo community are expected to both follow and promote 
principles of honesty, trust, fairness, respect and responsibility. That includes me as much 
as you, which is why I spell things out in this much detail in the syllabus. If you think any 
aspect of my conduct, including teaching, marking, and counseling, is unfairly detrimental 
to you or the class in general, you have not only the right but the obligation to let me, the 
English Department Chair, and/or the Dean of Arts, know about it, whomever you are most 
comfortable speaking with or you feel most appropriate for hearing your views and the 
reasons for those views.  

Discipline: You are expected to know what constitutes academic integrity [check the UW 
Office of Academic Integrity site] to avoid committing an academic offence, and to take 
responsibility for your actions. Ignorance is not a defence. For information on categories of 
offences and types of penalties, refer to Policy 71, Student Discipline.  

Appeals: A decision made or penalty imposed under Policy 70 (Student Petitions and 
Grievances) (other than a petition) or Policy 71 (Student Discipline) may be appealed if 
there is a ground. A student who believes he/she has a ground for an appeal should refer to 
Policy 72 (Student Appeals).  

Grievances: A student who believes that a decision affecting some aspect of his/her 
university life has been unfair or unreasonable may have grounds for initiating a grievance. 
Read Policy 70 (Student Petitions and Grievances), Section 4. When in doubt please be 
certain to contact the department’s administrative assistant who will provide further 
assistance. 

Note for Students with Disabilities: The Office for Persons with Disabilities (OPD), located in 
Needles Hall, Room 1132, collaborates with all academic departments to arrange 
appropriate accommodations for students with disabilities without compromising the 
academic integrity of the curriculum. If you require academic accommodations to lessen the 
impact of your disability, please register with the OPD at the beginning of each academic 
term. 

Digital screening: The University of Waterloo utilizes the plagiarism detection application, 
Turnitin.com. There is a Tunitin dropbox on the LEARN site for English 409A. Please submit 
your essay to that dropbox. Here is UW’s boilerplate text about Turnitin: 

PLAGIARISM DETECTION SOFTWARE (TURNITIN) WILL BE USED TO SCREEN 
ASSIGNMENTS IN THIS COURSE. THIS IS BEING DONE TO VERIFY THAT USE OF ALL 
MATERIALS AND SOURCES IN ASSIGNMENTS IS DOCUMENTED. STUDENTS WILL BE 
GIVEN AN OPTION IF THEY DO NOT WANT TO HAVE THEIR ASSIGNMENT 
SCREENED BY TURNITIN. IN THE FIRST WEEK OF THE TERM, DETAILS WILL BE 
PROVIDED ABOUT ARRANGEMENTS AND ALTERNATIVES FOR THE USE OF 
TURNITIN IN THIS COURSE. 

The option this text mentions is for you to submit your paper (PDF only) as an email 
attachment to my mailbox (raha@uwaterloo.ca), so that I can personally screen it for 
originality/plagiarism. 
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Date 

 

Monologia Dialectica    

 7 September  Hello; how art thou? 

12 September Rhetoric—the classical heritage  

14 September Christian rhetoric  

19 September Three rhetorical arts  

21 September  Bureaucratic rhetoric  

26 September Humanism I   

28 September  Being human, rhetorically 

3 October Humanism II  

5 October Ramus and the dialectical backlash  

10 October Study day 

12 October 
Rhetorical Figures 

 

17 October  

   19  October Library visit; essay planning 

24 October The Enlightenment I  

26 October  Rhetoric and science 

31 October The Enlightenment II  

2 November Midterm 

7 November The elocutionary movement  

9 November  Rhetoric and colonialism 

14 November Belletristic rhetoric  

16 November Argumentation  

21 November Philosophy of rhetoric  

23 November  Rhetoric and ideology 

28 November  Your future in rhetoric 

30 November Essay due 
 
 


