
Winter 2015                                   English 100A (001)                                      DWE 1502 
Mondays and Wednesdays 2:30 pm—3:50 pm 

 
The syllabus contains important information about this course. Please keep it with your 

records. 
 

Welcome to Fiction.  My name is Dr. Shelley Hulan.  My 
 
office: Hagey Hall Rm. 255 
telephone number: 519-888-4567 extension 36867 
e-mail: shulan@uwaterloo.ca 
 
office hours: office hours: Wednesdays 11:00 am—12:00 pm and 4:15 pm—5:15 pm  
  other times by appointment 
 
E-mail policy: If you need to get in touch with me for some reason, by all means send me an 
e-mail so that we can arrange a telephone consultation or a face-to-face meeting.  Negotiating 
assignment extensions and test dates over e-mail is definitely not recommended.  I like to see 
you once in a while! 
 
Course texts (required and all available at the University Bookstore) 
 
Dickens, Charles. A Christmas Carol. 
Hammett, Dashiell. The Maltese Falcon. 
King, Thomas. One Good Story, That One. 
Leacock, Stephen. Sunshine Sketches of a Little Town. 
Lee, Harper. To Kill a Mockingbird. 
Morrison, Toni. Home. 
Munro, Alice. Lives of Girls and Women. 
 
Course Definition and Objectives  
 
In English 100A, we concentrate on two things: 1) prose narrative, from its roots in other 
kinds of storytelling to the rise of the short story cycle, and 2) formulating arguments about 
prose narrative as a means of developing analytical and critical skills. 
 

1. “Prose narrative” means the major features of prose fiction as embodied in novels, 
novellas, and short fiction mainly from the twentieth century. We look particularly at 
these four components of story: character, narration, time, and space. Objective: At 
the end of this course, students should be able accurately to use appropriate literary 
terminology to discuss the varieties of prose narrative covered in the course. 

2. “Writing about prose narrative”—This course concentrates on writing arguments. I 
use the course readings in assignments intended to develop your skills in 
argumentation, organization, and analysis as you move towards writing your major 
essay for the course. Objectives: At the end of this course, students should be able to: 

• formulate a contentious thesis 



 

 

2 

• break the thesis down into paragraph topics clearly derived from it 
• select appropriate and relevant evidence from literary texts to support those 
topics 
• undertake effective evidence-based literary analysis 

 
 

Course Concept Map 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Your Grade Breakdown 
 
Participation (defined on page 3) 15% 
Writing Tasks (four) 20% (5% each) 
Mid-term Short Test on concepts  15% 
Essay (1000 words) 20% 
Final Exam 30% 
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Description of Assignments and Course Requirements  
 
Your mid-term test will be a test on the concepts and literary terms covered to that point in 
the course. You will be given a list of concepts from which you will choose a set number to 
define, and you will be asked to illustrate those concepts with examples from the texts you 
have read so far in the course. 
 
There will be four out-of-class writing assignments for you to complete. These will each be 
worth 5% of your final grade. Each will require you to write one paragraph of about 200 
words on a question that I will give out in class. Please see the course schedule below for due 
dates. 
 
Along with the out-of-class writing assignments, there will be four in-class writing 
assignments. You will not be given a specific grade for these; however, completing them 
forms part of your participation grade (see below). These assignments will also ask you to 
write paragraphs (one paragraph per assignment). In these in-class exercises, class members 
will practice formulating theses and topic sentences, and drafting effective arguments. 
Together in class, we will look at how to formulate “contentious theses” and to write 
effective paragraphs. Students in the class will provide constructive feedback to each other’s 
work in class time.  
 
Participation: Interpreting literature means (1) sharing your thoughts about the books we 
read with others and (2) being active in the shared experience of reading that you’re a part of 
when you come to class. I measure participation in several ways, including: 
 

• contributions to class discussions 
• contribution to group discussions 
• peer review of writing assignments 
• reading aloud in class 

 
These activities will account for 9 of the 15 marks allotted to participation. The remaining 6 
marks will be given for your participation in the in-class writing assignments (see course 
schedule). There are three scheduled during the term, and each of these is worth 1.5 marks of 
your participation grade for a total of 6 marks. 
 
The essay is the assignment where you bring together the skills you have been practicing 
through the writing tasks. You will turn in an essay (I supply the essay questions) with a 
clear and contentious thesis supported by evidence taken from the prose narrative that you 
choose to analyze. 
 
The final exam is cumulative. It will draw on all twelve weeks of the course. One of the 
sections on the exam will require you to write an essay analyzing one of the novels, novellas, 
or short story collections that you have read as part of the course work.  
 
Missed Test Policies: Students need to be sure that everyone in the class is treated equally.  A 
late policy is one means of ensuring this equal treatment.  
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1.  Many unexpected events can happen to students over the course of the term.  If you have 
a valid reason for writing a make-up test at a later date, you and I must find a mutually 
convenient new date.  That new date will not be more than two weeks beyond the original 
test day.  In the absence of a valid reason for rescheduling the test, your mark for the test will 
be entered as 0.  Please note that examinations and tests will not be rescheduled for reasons 
of personal convenience. 
 You must submit documents that support your reason for missing a test or an exam.  
For example, in the case of illness, you have to bring me a doctor’s or other health care 
professional’s note.  Contact me as soon as you realize that you will be unable to attend the 
test or exam.  This brings me to my next policy: 
2.  Contact me in a timely manner.  Students must contact me as soon as they realize that 
they will be unable to write the exam.  This means they have to let me know before the day 
of the test if at all possible.  A student who contacts me after the test or who fails to set a date 
for the make-up within two weeks of the day of the original test will not be permitted to write 
the make-up.  The only way around this rule is by proving that you were totally incapacitated 
on the day of the test and for the two weeks following it. 
 A further note on tests and exams: The University does not consider student travel 
plans an acceptable reason for arranging an alternative final examination time. See 
https://uwaterloo.ca/registrar/final-examinations/examination-regulations-and-related-matters 
for more information related to the administration of final exams, including accommodation 
and scheduling conflicts. 
 
The Faculty of Arts requires the following statements on all Arts course outlines:  
 
Cross-listed course   
Please note that a cross-listed course will count in all respective averages no matter under 
which rubric it has been taken. For example, a PHIL/PSCI cross-list will count in a 
Philosophy major average, even if the course was taken under the Political Science rubric.  
 
Academic integrity: In order to maintain a culture of academic integrity, members of the  
University of Waterloo are expected to promote honesty, trust, fairness, respect and  
responsibility.  
 
Discipline: A student is expected to know what constitutes academic integrity, to avoid  
committing academic offences, and to take responsibility for his/her actions. A student who 
is unsure whether an action constitutes an offence, or who needs help in learning how to 
avoid offences (e.g., plagiarism, cheating) or about “rules” for group work/collaboration 
should seek guidance from the course professor, academic advisor, or the Undergraduate 
Associate Dean. When misconduct has been found to have occurred, disciplinary penalties 
will be imposed under Policy 71: Student Discipline.  
 
Policy 71 – Student Discipline: For information on categories of offenses and types of 
penalties, students should refer to Policy 71 - Student Discipline. See 
https://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat/policies-procedures-guidelines/policy-71 for more 
information. 

https://uwaterloo.ca/registrar/final-examinations/examination-regulations-and-related-matters
https://uwaterloo.ca/registrar/final-examinations/examination-regulations-and-related-matters
https://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat/policies-procedures-guidelines/policy-71
https://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat/policies-procedures-guidelines/policy-71
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Grievance: A student who believes that a decision affecting some aspect of his/her university 
life has been unfair or unreasonable may have grounds for initiating a grievance. Read Policy 
70 - Student Petitions and Grievances, Section 4, which you will find at 
https://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat/policies-procedures-guidelines/policy-70 
   
Appeals: A student may appeal the finding and/or penalty in a decision made under Policy 70 
- Student Petitions and Grievances (other than regarding a petition) or Policy 71 - Student 
Discipline if a ground for an appeal can be established. Read Policy 72 - Student Appeals at 
https://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat/policies-procedures-guidelines/policy-72.   
 
Other sources of information for students:  
Academic Integrity website (Arts): 
https://uwaterloo.ca/arts/current-undergraduates/student-support/ethical-behaviour 
 
Academic Integrity Office (uWaterloo): https://uwaterloo.ca/academic-integrity/ 
 
Note for students with disabilities: The AccessAbility Services office, located in Needles 
Hall Room 1132, collaborates with all academic departments to arrange appropriate 
accommodations for students with disabilities without compromising the academic integrity 
of the curriculum.  If you require academic accommodations to lessen the impact of your 
disability, please register with the AS office at the beginning of each academic term. This is 
the office website: https://uwaterloo.ca/disability-services/ 
 
And a final note from me: 
Technology in the Classroom:  
 
Laptops: If you use a laptop to take notes, please ensure that you do not disturb your 
neighbours. From time to time, I will ask for laptops to be closed for class discussion. I 
reserve the right to limit laptop use where use distracts the owner and/or other class members 
from the lecture and discussion. 
 
Other electronic devices: Please refrain from using smart phones or other electronic devices 
during class time. Research has shown that these devices present a distraction and impair 
learning for both the user and other members of the class. See 
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0360131512002254 
If you require accommodation for the use of an electronic device other than a laptop, please 
consult the instructor. 
 
Course schedule 
 
Date Course Reading Assignments in-class Assignments due 
5 January Course introduction 

 
  

7 January Dickens, A Christmas 
Carol 

  

https://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat/policies-procedures-guidelines/policy-70
https://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat/policies-procedures-guidelines/policy-70
https://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat/policies-procedures-guidelines/policy-72
https://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat/policies-procedures-guidelines/policy-72
https://uwaterloo.ca/arts/current-undergraduates/student-support/ethical-behaviour
https://uwaterloo.ca/arts/current-undergraduates/student-support/ethical-behaviour
https://uwaterloo.ca/academic-integrity/
https://uwaterloo.ca/academic-integrity/
https://uwaterloo.ca/disability-services/
https://uwaterloo.ca/disability-services/
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12 January A Christmas Carol 

 
paragraph writing 
exercise 

 

14 January Sunshine Sketches of 
a Little Town 
Chapters 1-3   

 paragraph due 

19 January Sunshine Sketches of  
a Little Town  
Chapters 4-6 

paragraph writing 
exercise  

 

21 January Sunshine Sketches 
Chapters 7-12 

 paragraph due 

26 January Mockingbird, 
Chapters 1-6 

  

28 January Mockingbird, 
Chapters 6-15 

 short concept test 

2 February Mockingbird, 
Chapters 16-22 

  

4 February Mockingbird 23-30   
9 February Maltese Falcon 

Chapters 1-7 
 paragraph due 

11 February Falcon Chapters 8-14   
16-20 February Reading Week   
23 February Falcon Chapters 15-

20 
writing an introduction  

25 February Morrison, Home 
Chapters 1-4 

 paragraph due: 
introductory 
paragraph 

2 March Home Chapters 5-10   
4 March Home Chapters 11-17   
9 March Munro, Lives of Girls 

and Women, “The 
Flats Road,” “Heirs 
of the Living Body” 

  

11 March Lives, “Princess Ida” 
and “Age of Faith”  

 Essay due 

16 March Lives, “Changes and 
Ceremonies,” “Lives 
of Girls and Women” 

  

18 March Lives, “Baptizing” 
and “Epilogue: The 
Photographer” 

  

23 March King, One Good 
Story, That One, 
“One Good Story,” 
“Totem,” “Magpies” 
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25 March One Good Story, 
“Traplines” and 
“Corporal Colin…” 

paragraph writing 
exercise  

 

30 March One Good Story, 
“The One About 
Coyote,” “A Seat in 
the Garden,” “Joe the 
Painter…” 

  

1 April One Good Story, “A 
Coyote Columbus 
Story,” “Borders” 

  

6 April Course review   
 
 
 


