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University of Waterloo, Department of English 

English 101A: Introduction to Literary Studies 
Fall 2014 

Love & Death, Margin & Centre, Heroes, Villains, & Victims 

 

Instructor: Prof. D.A. Hadfield 

Email: dhadfield@uwaterloo.ca 

Office: HH 270 

Office Hours: M/T 1-2pm, or by appointment 

Class Times: T/Th 2:30-4pm in SJU 3027 

Course Description (from the calendar): 

An introduction to the study of literature, covering such areas of enquiry as literary history, 

genre, criticism, analysis, and theory. 

Course Overview and Objectives: 

There are many ways to “study literature.” Most of these approaches cohere around the close 

focus on a text, but…How do we know which texts to focus on? What we are looking for? And, 

how will we know when we find it? Why do we have to write essays about it? This course will 

attempt to address these questions and more about the discipline and practice of “Literary 

Studies.” The course will introduce you to a range of historical and national writings in prose, 

poetry, and drama, and to some of the key terms, concepts, and methods in contemporary 

literary studies. Assignments and class activities will give you opportunities to develop your 

ability to critically interpret texts, and clearly organize and communicate your ideas. 

Required Texts: 

Chalykoff, Lisa, Neta Gordon, & Paul Lumsden. The Broadview Introduction to Literature. 

Peterborough: Broadview, 2013. 

Conan Doyle, Arthur. The Hound of the Baskervilles with “The Adventure of the Speckled Band.” 

Broadview Critical Edition. Ed. Francis O’Gorman. Peterborough: Broadview, 2006. 

Abrams, M.H. and Geoffrey Galt Harpham. A Glossary of Literary Terms.  10th ed. Boston: 

Wadsworth, 2011. 

Other readings will be assigned in class and/or posted on LEARN. You must have access to 

LEARN for this course. 

Recommended Text: 

EVERYONE (and I mean everyone!) should have—and know how to use—a good writing 

guide. I recommend one of these: 

Aaron, Jane E. and Aimee Morrison. The Little, Brown Compact Handbook. 5th Canadian edition. 

Toronto: Pearson Canada, 2013. 

Pearson Writer. An online app available on a subscription basis (about $25/year) from 

http://www.pearsonhighered.com/writer/ 
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Formal assessment and evaluation: 

In-class writing/challenges: 15% 

Close reading: 15% 

Mediated critical response: 15% 

Essay: 25% 

Final Exam: 30% 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR ASSIGNMENTS/ESSAYS/TESTS 

Except for in-class writing/challenges and the final exam, all assignments will be handed in online 

through the appropriate dropboxes in LEARN.  

In-class writing/challenges (15%): There will be approximately one in-class writing or challenge 

per week. These will consist either of a brief written response to a prompt given at the start 

of class, or a response to a text-related challenge assigned in a prior class. The emphasis on 

these quick-writes and challenges is mainly on stimulating critical thinking and generating 

ideas about the work under discussion, so they must be done in the assigned class. The best 

10 writings/challenges will count towards your grade. 

Close Reading Assignment (15%): You will create a short (750-1000 word), tightly focused close 

critical reading of a short poem or section of prose, analyzing how the specific word choices, 

literary devices, etc. in the text create or convey meaning. Close reading texts will be 

assigned in class.  

Mediated Critical Response (15%): This assignment is similar to a close reading, but instead of a 

exclusively written explication, you will find (or create) a visual or aural text that resonates 

with a literary text in some way. In a short (750-1000), tightly focused essay, you will 

explain—with specific references to details from both texts—the connections between the 

texts, and how they reinforce, or challenge, your reading. 

Essay (25%): For the essay, you will choose one of the critical terms from the Glossary that we 

discussed over the semester, and analyze how the concept provides a relevant tool or lens 

for reading two or three works from the syllabus other than the one(s) that we studied in 

conjunction with that term. If you wish write about a Glossary term that wasn’t included on the 

syllabus, this is likely possible, but you need to discuss your proposed topic with me. You 

are not required to include secondary research sources, but can if you wish. All relevant 

sources, even primary texts from the anthology, Glossary, or other course materials, must be 

documented properly according to MLA format.  

Final Exam(30%): The final exam will take place during the exam period (TBD). More specific 

details about the format of the exam will be provided in class before the end of term.  

Late policy:  

All work is due at the time and date specified. Extensions will be given only for significant 

extenuating circumstances; students legitimately unable to meet a deadline should contact me at 

least 24 hours before the due date. If no prior arrangements have been made, there is a late 

penalty of 5 marks per day (including weekends); late papers may also not receive comments.  



 

 

English 101A (01), Hadfield Fall 2013 Page    3 

 

 

Correspondence: 

Students using email to contact me must include the course number (ENGL 101A) in the subject 

line of the email, which should be sent from your @uwaterloo acccount. Make sure you include 

your first and last name in the signature of your email. Remember that your emails to professors 

take place in a professional context, and use appropriate language. I will not read emails that 

don’t identify the course number in the subject line or otherwise let me clearly identify who you 

are. If your emails address me as “Hey, Prof” or any of “Ms/Miss/Mrs. Hadfield,” I will weep 

for your lack of contextual self-awareness, but I will otherwise not respond. 

 

UW POLICIES AND INFORMATION 

Illness and Missed Tests 

The University of Waterloo Examination Regulations 
(www.registrar.uwaterloo.ca/exams/ExamRegs.pdf) state that:  

• A medical certificate presented in support of an official petition for relief from normal 
academic requirements must provide all of the information requested on the “University 
of Waterloo Verification of Illness” form or it will not be accepted.   

• If a student has a test/examination deferred due to acceptable medical evidence, he/she 
normally will write the test/examination at a mutually convenient time, to be determined 
by the course instructor. 

• The University acknowledges that, due to the pluralistic nature of the University 

community, some students may on religious grounds require alternative times to write 

tests and examinations.  

• Elective arrangements (such as travel plans) are not considered acceptable grounds for 

granting an alternative examination time. 

Academic Integrity 

In order to maintain a culture of academic integrity, members of the University of Waterloo are 

expected to promote honesty, trust, fairness, respect and responsibility. See the UWaterloo 

Academic Integritity Webpage (https://uwaterloo.ca/academic-integrity/) and the Arts 

Academic Integrity Office Webpage (http://arts.uwaterloo.ca/current-undergraduates/academic-

responsibility) for more information. 

Discipline: A student is expected to know what constitutes academic integrity, to avoid 

committing academic offences, and to take responsibility for his/her actions. A student who is 

unsure whether an action constitutes an offence, or who needs help in learning how to avoid 

offences (e.g., plagiarism, cheating) or about “rules” for group work/collaboration should seek 

guidance from the course professor, academic advisor, or the Undergraduate Associate Dean. 

For information on categories of offenses and types of penalties, students should refer to Policy 

71 - Student Discipline, http://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat/policies-procedures-guidelines/policy-71. 

For typical penalties check  Guidelines for the Assessment of Penalties 

(http://www.adm.uwaterloo.ca/infosec/guidelines/penaltyguidelines.htm).  
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Grievance: A student who believes that a decision affecting some aspect of his/her university life 

has been unfair or unreasonable may have grounds for initiating a grievance. Read Policy 70 - 

Student Petitions and Grievances, Section 4 (http://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat/policies-

proceduresguidelines/policy-70). When in doubt please be certain to contact the department’s 

administrative assistant who will provide further assistance. 

Appeals: A decision made or penalty imposed under Policy 70, Student Petitions and 

Grievances (other than a petition) or Policy 71, Student Discipline may be appealed if there are 

grounds for appeal. A student who believes he/she has a ground for an appeal should refer to 

Policy 72, Student Appeals (http://www.adm.uwaterloo.ca/infosec/Policies/policy72.htm).  

Accommodation for Students with Disabilities: 

The AccessAbility Services (AS) Office, located in Needles Hall, Room 1132, collaborates with all 

academic departments to arrange appropriate accommodations for students with disabilities 

without compromising the academic integrity of the curriculum.  If you require academic 

accommodations to lessen the impact of your disability, please register with the AS Office at the 

beginning of each academic term. 

 

CLASS SCHEDULE OF READINGS AND ASSIGNMENTS  

The following schedule is tentative and may change. Additional readings may be assigned in 

class. Readings from the Broadview Introduction to Literature are indicated by (BIL); readings 

found on the course site are indicated by (LEARN). Unless otherwise indicated, all critical terms 

listed are defined in The Glossary of Literary Terms. Additional terms may be added throughout 

the semester; these will be announced in class. The asterisk (*) denotes terms not eligible for use 

in the essay assignment. Some terms might not constitute a separate entry, but be part of a 

larger entry, and you will need to use appropriate reference methods to find them.  

Literary criticism, like any skill, develops best through practice. Regular participation in class 

discussions is crucial for maturing your ability to develop and communicate your 

understanding and insights. You are expected to come to class having read the assigned 

material before class starts and be prepared to take part in classroom discussions. Class 

meetings will not summarize the readings; you are expected to be familiar enough with the 

material to be able to discuss, apply, and evaluate the methods and ideas under consideration.  

Note the due dates for assignments in this course and check them against the assignment due 

dates for your other courses to help you manage your time more effectively.  
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Week Date Topics/Readings/Assignments 

1. Sept. 9 Course introduction  

terms: close reading*, criticism* 

 Sept. 11 Shakespeare, Sonnet 18 (BIL);  LoveLoveLoveLove    & Death& Death& Death& Death 

Sidney, “Who Will in Fairest Book of Nature Know” (LEARN) 

terms: meter; figurative language: metaphor; sonnet    

2. Sept. 16 Marvell, “To His Coy Mistress”; Finch, “There’s No Tomorrow” (BIL) 

terms: carpe diem 

 Sept. 18 Browning, “My Last Duchess”(BIL) 

terms: dramatic monologue; enjambment  

3. Sept. 23 Chopin, “The Story of an Hour” (BIL) 

terms: irony; feminist criticism 

 Sept. 25 Dickinson, “I Heard a Fly Buzz,” “Because I Could Not Stop for Death” 

(BIL) 

terms: connotation and denotation 

Close Reading Assignment Due (11 pm) 

4. Sept. 30 Auden, “Musee des Beaux Arts” (BIL) Margin & CentreMargin & CentreMargin & CentreMargin & Centre    

terms: myth 

 Oct. 2 King, “A Short History of Indians in Canada” (BIL) 

terms: postcolonial studies 

5. Oct. 7 Tennyson, “The Lady of Shalott” (BIL) 

terms: ballad; pathetic fallacy 

 Oct. 9 Tennyson, “The Lady of Shalott” (BIL) 

terms: setting 

6. Oct. 14 Mansfield, “The Garden Party” (BIL) 

terms: interpellation; hegemony; character 

 Oct. 16 Mansfield, “The Garden Party” (BIL) 

terms: short story 

7. Oct. 21 Pollock, Blood Relations (BIL) 

 terms: gender studies 

 Oct. 23 Pollock, Blood Relations (BIL) 

terms: flashbacks; symbol 

Mediated Critical Response Assignment due (11 pm) 
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8. Oct. 28  Heroes, Villains & VictimsHeroes, Villains & VictimsHeroes, Villains & VictimsHeroes, Villains & Victims    

Keats, “Ozymandias”; Auden, “The Unknown Citizen” (BIL) 

terms: allegory; sublime; ideology 

 Oct. 30 Tennyson, “The Charge of the Light Brigade”; Owens, “Anthem for a 

Doomed Youth” (BIL) 

terms: onomatopoeia 

9. Nov. 4 Conan Doyle, “The Adventure of the Speckled Band” 

terms: plot, detective fiction 

 Nov. 6 Conan Doyle, “The Adventure of the Speckled Band” 

terms: realism and naturalism 

10. Nov. 11 Conan Doyle, “The Adventure of the Speckled Band” 

terms: cultural studies 

 Nov. 13 Leacock, “The Mariposa Bank Mystery” (LEARN)  

terms: persona, tone, and voice; point of view 

11. Nov. 18 Leacock, “The Mariposa Bank Mystery” (LEARN)  

terms: naïve hero 

 Nov. 20 Moscovitch, Essay (BIL) 

terms: problem play 

Essay Assignment due (11 pm) 

12. Nov. 25 Ali, “The Wolf’s Postscript to ‘Little Red Riding Hood’” (BIL) 

terms: narrative and narratology 

 Nov. 27 Course Wrap-up and Reflection 

  

 


