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University of Waterloo 
Department of English 

ENGL101A 
Introduction to Literary Studies 

Winter 2015 
Tuesdays and Thursdays 10:00-11:20, DWE 1502 

Instructor Information 
Instructor: David Shakespeare 
Office: P.A.S. 1087 
Office Phone: 519-888-4567, ext. 32339 
Office Hours: Thursdays 1:00-2:15 or by appointment 
Email: rdshakes@uwaterloo.ca 
 
Course Description 
The university calendar provides the following description of the course: “An introduction to the 
study of literature, covering such areas of enquiry as literary history, genre, criticism, analysis, and 
theory.” 
 
More specifically, we will be reading and analysing texts from Western culture, in English translation 
where necessary, from antiquity to the present-day. We will focus on the three major genres of 
imaginative literature: drama, poetry, and prose fiction, together with a brief historical overview of 
the period in which they were composed, and an investigation into some critical arguments about 
them. We will also explore some of the rudimentary elements of literary theory. 
 
Course Goals and Learning Outcomes 
Upon completion of this course, successful students should be able to describe major differences 
between the genres of literary texts, as well as gaining an introductory idea of what genre is. 
Successful students should also understand some critical approaches to interpreting literature 
through an introductory sampling of literary theory, as well as criticism of the course’s major texts. 
Students should also be able to analyse written texts with greater focus and attention to detail than 
when they began the course. Finally, as writing and speaking play significant roles in the discipline of 
English, students should improve both the verbal articulation of their ideas by speaking in class 
discussions, and the preparation of academic arguments in written essay form, using the conventions 
of the English discipline. 

 
Required Texts 

 Studying Literature in English: An Introduction by Dominic Rainsford (Routledge 2014) 

 Oliver Twist by Charles Dickens, ed. Fred Kaplan (Norton 1993) 

 The Merchant of Venice by William Shakespeare, ed. Leah S. Marcus (Norton 2006) 

 “Not only marble” by Wendy Cope, in Making Cocoa for Kingsley Amis [library reserve] 
 

You should purchase the Norton editions of the fictional texts; we will be using the appendices in 
class and it will feature on some assignments and/or tests. 
 
Readings Available on LEARN 

 a series of hyperlinks will connect you to a selection of poetry from antiquity to the present 

 a link to “The Death of the Author” by Roland Barthes 
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Course Requirements and Assessment 
 
Assessment  Date of Evaluation Weighting 
In-Class Participation ongoing 10% 
Online Discussion Posts multiple dates: consult schedule 5% 
In-Class Test #1 29 January 15% 
In-Class Test #2 3 March 15% 
Essay 26 March 20% 
Final Examination To be determined 35% 

Total  100% 
 
Notes on the various class assessments 
 
In-Class Participation 10% 
Although this course is primarily lecture-based, as opposed to being a seminar, student participation 
will be essential to the development of your own ideas and the ideas of your peers. Please come to 
class with the material read and be prepared to offer your ideas or questions during discussion 
periods. Consistent, thoughtful commentary will be required to achieve a high score on this part of 
the grade, though consistent attendance and some commentary will be sufficient for partial marks. 
Furthermore, a full grade here requires that you give your attention to the person speaking (i.e. use 
of phones or laptops is not permitted in class, unless you are using your computer for taking notes). 
 
Online Discussion Posts 5% 
In response to the more abstract, theoretical, or critical readings for the course, you should post a 
statement or question to the class discussion board on Learn. These will be worth 1% each, and 
should be posted by 11:55pm on the night before they are due. Further details will follow. 
 
In-Class Tests 30% 
The tests will require you to demonstrate your knowledge of facts and allow you to express your 
ideas; consequently, a variety of questions (multiple choice, true-false, short answer, and essay) will 
appear on the tests. The first one will cover the poetry unit; the second one will cover the novel. 
Each test is worth 15% of the course grade. 
 
Essay 20% 
The major written component of the course will be an original and independent academic essay 
based on the texts from the course. It will have a word length between 1300 words and 1500 words 
(approximately 4-5 double-spaced, typed pages). The instructor will provide a list of questions for 
you to answer, but you may develop your own topic with the instructor if you would prefer. More 
details will follow on Thursday, 12 February, when we will have an in-class writing workshop to help 
you learn the conventions of academic writing in the English discipline. 
 
Final Examination (35%) 
An examination to be written during the April examination period (10 April through 25 April) will 
be the final component of the course, and will cover all material from the course. Without official 
medical documentation, there will be no possibility of a deferral. 
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Course Outline 
* web links to these readings can be found through the course’s Learn website 
+ Wendy Cope’s poem is available in Making Cocoa for Kingsley Amis, on reserve at Dana Porter 
 

Date Topic Textbook Readings Assignments/Tests 

January 6 Introduction to the Course   

January 8 Epic Poetry 
Virgil, Dante, Milton, Byron * 

pp. 23-25  

January 13 Literary Studies Chapters 1-3 Discussion Post #1 

January 15 Poetry: Odes 
Gray, P. B. Shelley * 

pp. 25-29  

January 20 Poetry: Sonnets 
Shakespeare, Keats *; Cope + 

pp. 29-33  

January 22 Poetry: Ballads 
Coleridge, Moore * 

  

January 27 Poetry: Dramatic Monologue, Free Verse 
R. Browning, Anne Stevenson * 

Chapter 5  

January 29 Test  Test #1 

February 3 Novel 
Oliver Twist, chapters 1-12 

pp. 97-100  

February 5 Novel 
Oliver Twist, chapters 13-22 

pp. 43-48  

February 10 Novel 
Oliver Twist, chapters 23-34 

pp. 48-49  

February 12 Essay Writing Workshop pp. 171-76  

~ READING WEEK ~ 

February 24 Novel 
Oliver Twist, chapters 35-43 

pp. 50-52  

February 26 Novel 
Oliver Twist, chapters 44-53 

pp. 52-56  

March 3 Test  Test #2 

March 5 Introduction to Literary Theory Chapter 12 Discussion Post #2 

March 10 Roland Barthes: 
“The Death of the Author” * 

 Discussion Post #3 

March 12 Criticism 
Oliver Twist…readings T.B.A. 

 Discussion Post #4 

March 17 Drama 
The Merchant of Venice, Act I 

pp. 82-86  

March 19 Drama 
The Merchant of Venice, Act II 

pp. 57-60  
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Date Topic Textbook Readings Assignments/Tests 

March 24 Drama 
The Merchant of Venice, Act III 

pp. 60-62  

March 26 Drama 
The Merchant of Venice, Acts IV & V 

pp. 64-65  

March 31 Criticism 
The Merchant of Venice…readings T.B.A. 

 Discussion Post #5 

April 2 Conclusion   

 
Late Work  
Late discussion posts will not be accepted, except in documented circumstances. Late essays will be 
penalized at a rate of 3% per day, including weekends. To avoid penalties, prepare your work well in 
advance. If you have legitimate (often medical) documentation to provide the instructor, you will be 
exempt from the late penalty, and a new deadline will be set for you if it is a medical emergency. 
Otherwise, you must notify the instructor in advance; no extensions will be granted after the 
deadline. 
 
Electronic Device Policy 
Your attention and involvement in class discussions and lectures is crucial to your success in the 
course. Should you require a device (e.g. a laptop) to take notes during lectures, you may do so; 
however, if you are distracting students around you, the instructor will ask you to use an alternative 
note-taking method. Students should keep all other electronic devices in bags or pockets for the 
duration of the class. Students found using these will be asked to put them away or to leave the class 
if they are caught using them. 
 
Attendance Policy 
As noted above, your participation in class discussions will be essential to the development of your 
own ideas and those of your peers. This can only be accomplished if you are on time to and present 
at all classes and contribute to the discussions in a significant way. 
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Institutional-required statements for undergraduate course outlines approved by Senate 
Undergraduate Council, April 14, 2009  
 
Cross-listed course  
 
Please note that a cross-listed course will count in all respective averages no matter under which 
rubric it has been taken. For example, a PHIL/PSCI cross-list will count in a Philosophy major 
average, even if the course was taken under the Political Science rubric.  
 
Academic Integrity  
 
Academic Integrity: In order to maintain a culture of academic integrity, members of the 
University of Waterloo are expected to promote honesty, trust, fairness, respect and responsibility.  
 
Discipline: A student is expected to know what constitutes academic integrity, to avoid committing 
academic offences, and to take responsibility for his/her actions. A student who is unsure whether 
an action constitutes an offence, or who needs help in learning how to avoid offences (e.g., 
plagiarism, cheating) or about “rules” for group work/collaboration should seek guidance from the 
course professor, academic advisor, or the Undergraduate Associate Dean. When misconduct has 
been found to have occurred, disciplinary penalties will be imposed under Policy 71 – Student 
Discipline. For information on categories of offenses and types of penalties, students should refer to 
Policy 71 - Student Discipline.  
 
Grievance: A student who believes that a decision affecting some aspect of his/her university life 
has been unfair or unreasonable may have grounds for initiating a grievance. Read Policy 70 - 
Student Petitions and Grievances, Section 4.  
 
Appeals: A student may appeal the finding and/or penalty in a decision made under Policy 70 - 
Student Petitions and Grievances (other than regarding a petition) or Policy 71 - Student Discipline 
if a ground for an appeal can be established. Read Policy 72 - Student Appeals.  
 
Other sources of information for students  
Academic integrity (Arts) (https://uwaterloo.ca/arts/current-undergraduates/student-
support/ethical-behaviour ) 
Academic Integrity Office (uWaterloo) (https://uwaterloo.ca/academic-integrity/) 
 
Accommodation for Students with Disabilities 
 
Note for students with disabilities: The AccessAbility Services office, located in Needles Hall 
Room 1132, collaborates with all academic departments to arrange appropriate accommodations for 
students with disabilities without compromising the academic integrity of the curriculum. If you 
require academic accommodations to lessen the impact of your disability, please register with the AS 
office at the beginning of each academic term.  

https://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat/policies-procedures-guidelines/policy-71
https://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat/policies-procedures-guidelines/policy-70
https://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat/policies-procedures-guidelines/policy-70
https://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat/policies-procedures-guidelines/policy-72
https://uwaterloo.ca/arts/ethical-behavior
https://uwaterloo.ca/academic-integrity/
https://uwaterloo.ca/disability-services/

