
U N I V E R S I T Y  O F  W A T E R L O O  
 

 

Course: Introduction to Rhetorical Studies (ENGL 101B)—Section 002 

Term: Winter 2018 

Time: Mondays & Wednesdays, 10:00–11:20 

Location: SJ1 3027 

Instructor: Houman Mehrabian 

Email: hmehrabi@uwaterloo.ca 

Office: PAS 1087 

Office Hours: Mondays and Wednesdays, 11:30–12:30 (or by appointment) 

 

 

Overview 

Introduction to Rhetorical Studies will be looking at the “magical” power of words. To better 
understand how speech influences judgment, in this course, we will examine rhetoric in different 
contexts. First, with reference to ancient rhetoricians (particularly Aristotle and Quintilian) and 
modern rhetoricians (particularly Friedrich Nietzsche and Kenneth Burke), we will study the 
different parts of a persuasive speech and identify these parts in an actual political speech. Next, 
we will turn to fiction—George Orwell’s allegorical novella Animal Farm and William 
Shakespeare’s Roman tragedy Julius Caesar (and, as a supplement, we will read Garry Wills’ 
Rome and Rhetoric, which is an interesting reading of the play’s main characters). We will 
investigate the art of persuasion associated with the two social revolutions that take place in 
these two plots. Then, we will study Sigmund Freud’s analysis of dreams. We will consider 
Freud’s formula for the dream from a rhetorical point of view—as Kenneth Burke observes, 
“Indeed, what could be more profoundly rhetorical than Freud’s notion of a dream that attains 
expression by stylistic subterfuges designed to evade the inhibitions of a moralistic censor?” And 
finally, we will read Jacques Ellul’s study of propaganda and its place in modern democracy. 

There are no exams for this course. You will be graded on the basis of your presence and 
performance in class and the various writing assignments and presentations throughout the 
semester. Attendance is required, and active participation is encouraged and expected. All 
writing assignments are due at the beginning of class. If you are unable to attend a session (due 
to health issues, for example), please inform me before the session via email. 
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Required Books 
Ellul, Jacques. Propaganda: The Formation of Men’s Attitudes. Random House Canada. 

ISBN: 9780394718743 
Freud, Sigmund. The Interpretation of Dreams. Basic Books. 

ISBN: 9780465019779 
Orwell, George. Animal Farm. Random House Canada (Penguin). 

ISBN: 9780141036137 
Shakespeare, William. Julius Caesar. W.W. Norton & Company Inc. 

ISBN: 978-0-393-93263-8 
Wills, Garry. Rome and Rhetoric: Shakespeare’s Julius Caesar. Yale University Press. 

ISBN: 9780300188004 
 
Peer Workshop 
Reviewing and commenting on the works of your peers is a great learning experience. For two of 
the essays, there will be a session of peer workshop. You are required to submit three hard copies 
to your classmates. You will be given the opportunity to revise your writing after it has been 
reviewed by your peers. 
 
Extra Help 
Hopefully, we can work together throughout the semester in order to create a friendly, 
professional, and effective atmosphere. I would be happy to assist you outside of class. Feel free 
to contact me to arrange a time to meet if you cannot come to my office during the office hours 
on Mondays and Wednesdays. Also, I will be emailing you regularly. This means you need to 
make it a habit to check your email account regularly. 
 
Late Policy 
If, for some unanticipated reason, you are not able to meet a deadline, please let me know ahead 
of time and we will make different arrangements. 
 
Grading 
Responses: 50% 
Presentation on Dreams: 10% 
Presentation on Propaganda: 10% 
Essay on Julius Caesar: 10% 
Essay on The Interpretation of Dreams: 10% 
Essay on Propaganda: 10% 
 

 

 



Academic Integrity 

As a student of the University of Waterloo you are expected to both observe and encourage 

principles of honesty and responsibility. Please take the time to familiarize yourself with the 

University policies on this matter. And please keep in mind that ignorance is not an acceptable 

excuse. It is the responsibility of every member of the university to avoid committing an 

academic offence. If you are unsure whether an action constitutes an offence, or need help in 

learning how to avoid offences (plagiarism, cheating, etc.) or about “rules” for group 

work/collaboration please seek guidance from the course instructor, academic advisor, or the 

Undergraduate Associate Dean. 

 

Students with Disabilities 

The Office for Persons with Disabilities (OPD), located in Needles Hall (Room 1132), 

collaborates with all academic departments to arrange appropriate accommodations for students 

with disabilities without compromising the academic integrity of the curriculum. If you require 

academic accommodations to lessen the impact of your disability, please register with the OPD 

at the beginning of each academic term. 

 

Grievances 

Any student who believes that a decision affecting some aspect of his/her university life has been 

unfair or unreasonable may have grounds for initiating a grievance. Read Policy 70, Student 

Petitions and Grievances, Section 4. 

 

Appeals 

A decision made or penalty imposed under Policy 70 (Student Petitions and Grievances) or 

Policy 71 (Student Discipline) may be appealed if there is a ground. If a judgement falls against 

you and you feel you have a ground for an appeal, please refer to Policy 72 (Student Appeals). 


