
University of Waterloo, Department of the English Language and Literature  
ENGL 101B: INTRODUCTION TO RHETORICAL STUDIES (Fall 2011) 

Syllabus 
 
Classes: TTh 2:30pm - 3:50pm, PAS 1241 
Instructor: Dr. Olga Gladkova 
Email: ogladkov@uwaterloo.ca 
Office: HH 369, ext. 37139 
Office hours, by appointment: Th 4:00-5:00 pm & F 4:30-5:30pm 
 
Course description:  
Welcome to ENGL 101b! The purpose of this course is to introduce you “to the study and practice of persuasion, 
including the history and theory of rhetoric, the structures and strategies of arguments, and the analysis of texts and 
artifacts” (http://www.ucalendar.uwaterloo.ca/1516/COURSE/course-ENGL.html#ENGL109). 
Upon completion of this course, you should have better mastery and/or understanding of 

• Essential theoretical concepts to help you speak and write about people’s rhetorical choices and their 
implications 

• Important events in the history of rhetorical studies 
• Individual and group work 
• Oral and written rhetorical skills 
• Critical thinking and analysis. 

 
RESOURCES 

 
Required text: Smith, Craig. Rhetoric and Human Consciousness: A History, 4th edition. Long Grove, IL: Waveland, 

2013.  
Additional readings: Other readings, including those recommended for the research and analysis projects, will be 

referenced on LEARN and made available in electronic format on the internet and through TRELLIS. Some of 
them can also be borrowed in hard copy from Course Reserves.  

References: 
Littlejohn, Stephen W., and Foss, Karen A. Encyclopedia of Communication Theory. Los Angeles, CA, London: 

SAGE, 2009. (UW e-reference) 
Sloane, Thomas O. Encyclopedia of Rhetoric. Oxford, New York: Oxford UP, 2006. (UW e-reference) 

 
 

COURSE GRADE BREAKDOWN 
 
Daily assignments & participation:   30% 
 Portfolio    20% 
 D2L blog   5% 
 Class participation   5% 
 
Group research projects:    40% 

Schools & theories presentation 20% 
Reading group seminar  20% 

 
Individual analysis project:   25% 

Analysis paper   20% 
Colloquium panel presentation 5% 

 
Quiz      5% 
 
 

http://www.ucalendar.uwaterloo.ca/1516/COURSE/course-ENGL.html#ENGL109
http://www.ucalendar.uwaterloo.ca/1516/COURSE/course-ENGL.html#ENGL109


 
ASSIGNMENTS & ASSESSMENT 

 
1. Daily assignments & participation (30%): 

• Your portfolio (20%) will consist of your research and analysis notes; group presentation and seminar 
outlines; presentation and seminar notes; analysis proposal and first draft of your analysis paper. Portfolio 
work will help you build up your rhetorical vocabulary, generate ideas, and gather materials for your 
research and analysis projects. Timely completion of these tasks will automatically earn you 75% of the 
grade; up to another 25% will be awarded for above-average quality, yet up to 25% may be deducted from 
the grade for late, incomplete, or off-hand materials.  

• Your D2L blog (5%) will involve group and individual posts. Here you will share your presentation slides or 
notes and research resources. 

• Your class participation (5%) will consist in contributing to class discussions, presentations, seminars, and 
panel discussions with comments, perspectives, questions, and ideas; in participation in classroom activities; 
and in meaningful engagement with peers in and out of class. 

 
2. Group research projects (40%): In the course of the term you will participate in two group research projects.  

• The schools & theories project (20%) will introduce you and your classmates to major events, names, and 
ideas through the history of rhetorical studies. You will select your group and choose a topic from a list of 
available options. Your research will consist in gathering relevant and interesting information from book 
chapters and/or journal papers dealing with particular rhetoricians, rhetorical schools, or periods in the 
history of rhetoric. The presentations will give you a chance to practice your rhetorical invention, 
arrangement, and delivery skills. After the presentation, you will hold a Q&A session, make a 
comprehension check, and/or lead a class discussion on your topic. 

• The reading seminar (20%) will provide insights for you and your classmates into the recent developments 
in rhetorical analysis. For this project you will form reading groups that will read and review academic 
publications exemplifying various modern-day applications of rhetorical analysis. The seminar will consist 
in a collaborative review of the publications and commenting on their implications.  

Your project grade will be split between the presentation or seminar as a whole and your individual segment(s). 
All group members are expected to make equal contributions to all parts of the projects: planning, research, and 
communication. The whole group must also participate in the preparation and delivery of the presentation.  
(Time will be allotted during workshops for group meetings, but you will likely need to hold meetings outside of 
class as well.) The entire group must make efforts to maintain productive communication and to support every 
member’s involvement. Setbacks and challenges must be addressed openly and effectively. If necessary, don’t 
hesitate to ask for my mediation. Failure to engage fully in the project work may result in reduced grades. 
 

3. Individual analysis project (25%): For this assignment, you will use a concept, method, or framework from the 
readings to examine a communication artefact or phenomenon of your choice, such as a speech or speech genre, an ad 
(campaign), or a work of art. Your analysis will consist of your primary observations, which you may complement 
with secondary evidence from your sources. This project will go through three major stages: 

• First, your analysis proposal will allow you to articulate your analysis plans and preliminary observations, 
as well as to run your ideas by your classmates and me before you start drafting the paper. 

• The first draft of your paper will give you a chance to get reader feedback before you write your final draft. 
It will also allow you to share ideas with one another and hone your analytic skills. 

• At the end of the term, you will write the final draft of your paper (20%) and present your findings to the 
class as a participant of a colloquium panel (5%). You will select your panel based on the affinity of your 
topics, concepts, or methods. This will help you to consider various facets and dimensions of the objects of 
your analysis and/or present various perspectives on them. 

 
4. The quiz (5%) will test your knowledge of the major rhetorical concepts that we will talk about and use throughout 

the term, as well as your grasp of important facts in the history of rhetoric. 
 
5. Participation bonus (up to 3%): Research groups and colloquium panels may reward up to half of their individual 

members with 1 point each for outstanding contributions to the research projects and colloquium panels. Such awards 
must be proposed by the entire group in a short written statement. 

 



 
COURSE POLICIES 

• Your participation is essential for your own and your peers' success. You are expected to attend all classes, complete 
all activities and exercises, and take an active part in group work, class events and discussions. 

• Submissions: 
 Portfolio activities & materials: Bring your portfolio to all classes and check the weekly schedule to ensure 

timely D2L submissions. Late submissions will be penalized 5% per weekday, up to a maximum of 25%. No 
portfolio activities or materials will be accepted after the respective presentation, seminar, or colloquium panel 
day or after the due date of the first draft of the analysis paper. 

 Analysis papers: No extensions will be granted on the final draft of the paper. 
• Process writing: You will have a chance to get your classmates feedback and consult with me about your analysis 

proposal and the first draft of your analysis paper. This will help you to improve the quality of your work. It is 
therefore in your best interest to prepare as good proposal and draft as you can. However, don’t expect your readers to 
correct, or even address, all your oversights. Your final draft will result from your own revisions, which, among other 
things, will be prompted by your readers’ feedback and by insights gained from reading other people’s work. 

• Out-of-class consultations: Please don’t hesitate to email or talk to me about any questions or problems that you 
may experience in this course. 

 
UNIVERSITY POLICIES 

• Academic Integrity: In order to maintain a culture of academic integrity, members of the University of Waterloo 
community are expected to promote honesty, trust, fairness, respect and responsibility.  See the UWaterloo Academic 
Integritity webpage (https://uwaterloo.ca/academic-integrity/) and the Arts Academic Integrity webpage 
(https://uwaterloo.ca/arts/current-undergraduates/student-support/ethical-behaviour) for more information.  

• Discipline: A student is expected to know what constitutes academic integrity, to avoid committing academic 
offences, and to take responsibility for his/her actions. A student who is unsure whether an action constitutes an 
offence, or who needs help in learning how to avoid offences (e.g., plagiarism, cheating) or about “rules” for group 
work/collaboration should seek guidance from the course professor, academic advisor, or the Undergraduate 
Associate Dean. When misconduct has been found to have occurred, disciplinary penalties will be imposed under 
Policy 71 – Student Discipline. For information on categories of offenses and types of penalties, students should refer 
to Policy 71 - Student Discipline. For typical penalties check Guidelines for the Assessment of Penalties 
(https://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat-general-counsel/policies-procedures-guidelines/guidelines/guidelines-assessment-
penalties).  

• Grievance: A student who believes that a decision affecting some aspect of his/her university life has been unfair or 
unreasonable may have grounds for initiating a grievance. Read Policy 70 - Student Petitions and Grievances, Section 
4 (https://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat-general-counsel/policies-procedures-guidelines/policy-70). When in doubt please 
be certain to contact the department’s administrative assistant who will provide further assistance. 

• Appeals: A decision made or penalty imposed under Policy 70, Student Petitions and Grievances (other than a 
petition) or Policy 71, Student Discipline may be appealed if there is a ground. A student who believes he/she has a 
ground for an appeal should refer to Policy 72, Student Appeals (https://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat-general-
counsel/policies-procedures-guidelines/policy-72).  

• Note for Students with Disabilities: The AccessAbility Services office, located on the first floor of the Needles Hall 
extension (NH 1401), collaborates with all academic departments to arrange appropriate accommodations for students 
with disabilities without compromising the academic integrity of the curriculum. If you require academic 
accommodations to lessen the impact of your disability, please register with the AS office at the beginning of each 
academic term. 

https://uwaterloo.ca/arts/current-undergraduates/student-support/ethical-behaviour
https://uwaterloo.ca/arts/current-undergraduates/student-support/ethical-behaviour
https://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat-general-counsel/policies-procedures-guidelines/policy-71
https://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat-general-counsel/policies-procedures-guidelines/policy-70
https://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat-general-counsel/policies-procedures-guidelines/policy-70
https://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat-general-counsel/policies-procedures-guidelines/policy-72
https://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat-general-counsel/policies-procedures-guidelines/policy-72
https://uwaterloo.ca/disability-services/

