
Introduction to Rhetorical Studies 
English 101B, Winter 2011 

Monday and Wednesday 1:00–2:20 p.m. 
PAS 1241 

 
“Rhetoric may be defined as the faculty of  observing in any given case the available 
means of  persuasion. This is not a function of  any other art.”    
       – Aristotle    

“Rhetoric is a mode of  altering reality, not by the direct application of  energy to objects, 
but by the creation of  discourse which changes reality through the mediation of  thought 

and action.” 
    -- Lloyd Blitzer 

Instructor 

Charles Boyes 
E-mail: boyescharlesw@gmail.com 
Office hours: Monday and Wednesday, 2:30-3:30 

Course description 

Fundamentally, this course is designed to develop your reading skills. Along the way, through a 
combination of  lectures and practice, you should also gain facility with persuasive communication 
in general and effective academic writing in particular. We will accomplish these goals by drawing 
upon the diverse tradition of  rhetorical studies. You will be introduced to some of  the defining 
questions and voices in this tradition. You will learn a variety of  its tools and techniques. And you 
will practice applying these techniques by analyzing a range of  texts and artefacts that we will gather 
together as a class.  

Required texts 

Sellnow, Deanna. (2010). The Rhetorical Power of  Popular Culture: Considering Mediated Texts. Thousand 
Oaks: Sage.  

A course pack of  supplemental readings.  

The occasionally distributed essay/selection. 

Some short texts that will serve as artefacts. 

 

 



Requirements 

Assignment Due date %  

Participation Every class 10% 

Responses (best 
5 of  8) Prior to the start of  class 15% 

Test Wednesday, January 26 15% 

Essay proposal Monday, March 7  not graded 

Final essay Wednesday, March 30 35% 

Final exam To be scheduled 25% 

 

 

 

 

 

Rhetorical Foundations 
In the first weeks of  the course, we will explore some of  the major question that have been asked 
throughout the history of  rhetorical studies. These weeks will also serve as an introduction to some 
key rhetoricians, historical and contemporary, and the positions they have taken on these same 
questions.   

 

Date Topic Readings / Assignments 

Wednesday 
January 5 Welcome  

Monday 
January 10 

What is a text? 
What is rhetoric? 

Sellnow, Chapter 1, pgs 1-7 

Wednesday 
January 12 Reading “rhetorologically”  Barthes (course pack) 

Monday 
January 17 

Rhetoric: The Ancient 
Perspective 

Sellnow, Chapter 2 
Aristotle (to be distributed) 

Wednesday 
January 19 How to do things with signs Booth, “Judging Rhetoric” (course 

pack) 
Monday 
January 24 “Rhetrickery” Booth, “Media Rhetrickery” (course 

pack) 
Wednesday 
January 26 Midterm test Midterm test 



Rhetorical Perspectives  
In the remainder of  the course, we will learn about, and apply, a variety of  specific analytical 
perspectives and techniques. Each perspective provides a particular way of  viewing or reading 
artefacts/texts. Each perspective also invokes the “big questions” discussed above, so we’ll have to 
keep asking them too.  

 

Date Topic Readings / Assignments 

Monday 
January 31 

Narrative Perspective Sellnow, Chapter 3 
Wednesday 
February 2 
Monday 
February 7 Dramatistic perspective Sellnow, Chapter 4 

Wednesday 
February 9 

Marxist perspective 

Althusser, “Ideology ... ” (to be 
distributed) 

Monday 
February 14  

Sellnow, Chapter 5 
Wednesday 
February 16 
Monday 
February 28 

Feminist perspective 

Sellnow, Chapter 6 
Wednesday 
March 2 

Monday 
March 7 

Slicer, “Your Daughter...” (course 
pack) 
Essay proposal due   

Wednesday 
March 9 Essay Workshop  Sellnow, Appendix 

Monday 
March 14 

Music perspective Sellnow Chapter 7 
Wednesday 
March 16 
Monday 
March 21 

Visual perspective Sellnow Chapter 8 
Wednesday 
March 23 
Monday 
March 28 

Media-centred perspectives 
Sellnow Chapter 9  

Final essay due  Wednesday  
March 30 

Monday April 
4 Exam review 

 

 



Participation (10%) 

Participation includes attendance as well as completing the preparatory work required to participate 
in each class. In other words, all readings must be completed before the relevant class, and attention 
should be focused on all lectures and class discussions. Your participation grade will be determined 
according to how you perform in these aspects. It is your active, regular, and above all, informed 
participation that will decide the majority of  this mark, and not how often you attend or how many 
questions you ask or answer (though attendance is a prerequisite for participation).  
 
Students will also be required to select and submit one appropriate artefact for consideration in class. 
Appropriate, here, simply delimits the appropriateness of  the artefact to the week's readings and 
not, say, a moral standard (immoral artefacts may be quite appropriate, then). Students will also be 
expected to present, either/both, some questions about the artefact arising from the readings (of  
both that week and previous weeks) or hazard a preliminary analysis of  the artefact. If  the artefact 
is a photograph or has been photographed, you must submit it electronically to the instructor two 
days prior to your presentation. If  it is a physical object, simply bring it the day of  your 
presentation. This is an informal seminar. Thus, don't feel the need to come with notes, a script, or 
anything like that. Your presentation should not last any more than two minutes. Your success here 
will be determined by the thoughtfulness you put into the artefact selection and the 
questions/comments you broach. A sign-up sheet will be circulated in the first few weeks of  class.  

Conduct: Students are expected to take an active role in their education in this course. This means 
that you will likely receive greater freedom than you have been offered in previous years of  
education. It also means that you will be expected to contribute towards a positive academic 
atmosphere, one that is attentive to everybody’s learning needs. A classroom is meant to be a place 
to learn and to debate, which means listening is as important as speaking. Furthermore, throughout 
this course we may be dealing with topics on which students may hold deep personal beliefs or 
opinions; all students are expected to treat fellow students and their opinions with respect. This 
does not mean we must all agree (in fact, lively discussion and debate are greatly encouraged); it 
simply means that you should show respect and tact when these differences of  opinion arise. Keep 
in mind a tutorial discussion should focus on what we say, and not who we are.  Students should 
maintain an open mind towards both their own views as well as the views of  others in the 
classroom and at all times maintain a positive critical vocabulary. At no point will sexist, racist, or 
homophobic language or ideas be tolerated. 

Responses (15%) 

 Throughout the duration of  the course, you are responsible for eight brief  (300 word 
 maximum) response papers. Of  these eight, the five receiving the highest grades will be counted 
 toward your final mark.  

 The responses must explore a topic or hazard an answer to a question posed by the instructor at 
 the end of  the previous meeting and will be due, electronically, prior to the start of  the next 
 meeting. The topics and questions presented will generally be quite broad, inviting and 
 permitting open and creative discourse with key terms, concepts, readings, and artefacts. The 
 responses will serve the subsidiary purposes of  preparing you most weeks for in-class 
 participation and have you thinking (if  only preliminarily) of  potential essay topics early on in 
 the course. 



 Each response will be graded out of  10 and must be formatted according to MLA guidelines. No 
 late submissions will be accepted.  

Test (15%) 

The seventh meeting will be given over to a test of  your familiarity of  the material covered in the 
first section of  the course. The test will be administered in class and you will have 1 hour to 
complete it. The test will cover key terms (short answer) and your ability to elucidate and evaluate 
important concepts (short essay).  

Essay (35%) 

The final essay will be 1800 - 2000 words in length, double spaced, excluding apparatus. Your paper 
should make liberal, but pointed,  use of  course material for reference. Any additional research must 
be okayed by the instructor. The paper must  be formatted using MLA guidelines.  

A detailed essay assignment sheet will be distributed in class well before the deadline.  

Final exam (25%) 

The final exam will take place in the exam period and will cover the entire course. You will be tested 
on your knowledge of  key rhetorical terms and texts (short answers), your ability to apply rhetorical 
techniques and strategies (rhetorical analysis), and your familiarity with rhetorical concepts and your 
ability to engage critically and comparatively with these concepts (essay). You will have 2.5 hrs to 
complete the exam.   

Course policies 

Written assignments should be submitted electronically (via email) in .doc or .docx format.  

Assignments are due by 11:59pm on the due date. Late assignments will be penalized 5% per day. 
Requests for extensions will be adjudicated on a case-by-case basis, but will only be granted if  
consultation takes place prior to the due date. Any requests made after the due date will require 
appropriate documentation.  

University policies 

Academic integrity: Members of  the University of  Waterloo community are expected to promote 
honesty, trust, fairness, respect and responsibility. For more information, see 
http://www.uwaterloo.ca/academicintegrity/ 

Note on avoidance of  academic offences: You are expected to know what constitutes an 
academic offence, to avoid committing academic offences, and to take responsibility for your 
actions. If  you need help in learning how to avoid offences such as plagiarism, cheating, and double 
submission, or if  you need clarification of  aspects of  the discipline policy, ask your TA or course 
instructor for guidance. You can also consult the helpful resources on the Faculty of  Arts web page: 
http://arts.uwaterloo.ca/arts/ugrad/academic_responsibility.html. 

Discipline: When the commission of  an offence is established, disciplinary penalties will be 

http://www.uwaterloo.ca/academicintegrity/
http://arts.uwaterloo.ca/arts/ugrad/academic_responsibility.html


imposed in accord with Policy 71 (Student Academic Discipline).  For information on categories of  
offences and types of  penalties, students are directed to consult the summary of  Policy 71 which is 
supplied in the Undergraduate Calendar, section 1: 
http://www.ucalendar.uwaterloo.ca/0405/UW/policy_71.html. Other resources regarding the 
discipline policy are your academic advisor and the Undergraduate Associate Dean.  

Appeals: A decision made or penalty imposed under Policy 70 (Student Petitions and Grievances) 
(other than a petition) or Policy 71 (Student Discipline) may be appealed if  there is a ground. A 
student who believes he/she has a ground for an appeal should refer to Policy 72 (Student Appeals): 
http://www.adm.uwaterloo.ca/infosec/Policies/policy72.htm. 

Grievances: A student who believes that a decision affecting some aspect of  his/her university life 
has been unfair or unreasonable may have grounds for initiating a grievance. Read Policy 70 
(Student Petitions and Grievances), Section 4: 
http://www.adm.uwaterloo.ca/infosec/Policies/policy70.htm.  

Note for students with disabilities: The Office for Persons with Disabilities (OPD), located in 
Needles Hall, room 1132, collaborates with all academic departments to arrange appropriate 
accommodations for students with disabilities without compromising the academic integrity of  the 
curriculum. If  you require academic accommodations to lessen the impact of  your disability, please 
register with the OPD at the beginning of  each academic term.  

 

 

http://www.ucalendar.uwaterloo.ca/0405/UW/policy_71.html
http://www.adm.uwaterloo.ca/infosec/Policies/policy72.htm
http://www.adm.uwaterloo.ca/infosec/Policies/policy70.htm
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