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University of Waterloo, Department of English 

English 101B: Introduction to Rhetorical Studies 

Winter 2012 

 

Instructor: D.A. Hadfield 

Email: dhadfiel@uwaterloo.ca 

Office: HH 249 / 257 

Office Hours: Tuesday/Wednesday 1:30-2:30pm 

Class Times: Tuesday/Thursday 11:30am-12:50pm in DWE 1515 

 

 

Course Description (from the calendar): 

An introduction to the study and practice of persuasion, including the history and theory of 

rhetoric, the structures and strategies of arguments, and the analysis of texts and artifacts. 

 

 

Course Overview and Objectives: 

The art of persuasion pervades every aspect of our North American lives. Sometimes it is overt 

and easy to spot, as, for example, in opinion pieces, political speeches, and advertising. 

However, persuasion is often at its most powerful when it’s more covert, when it influences us 

without drawing undue attention to itself. What may seem like simply a sporting event, a 

breakfast cereal, a computer, or a popular novel are actually “signs”—meaningful items, images, 

experiences, and events that make up our everyday existence, and which help to define us by 

the way we read and respond to them.  The study of rhetoric, then, becomes a study of “the 

ways in which signs influence people” (Brummett 4). 

The purpose of this course is to help you identify and understand the ways in which verbal and 

non-verbal signs are influencing your attitudes, beliefs, and behaviours. You will become 

familiar with various schools of critical thought by which signs can be analyzed, and you will 

practice applying those perspectives in the analysis of a variety of artifacts in a contemporary 

context. Through written assignments, you will also practice your own ability to argue 

persuasively for a particular reading of signs.  

 

 

Required Text: 

Brummett, Barry. Rhetoric in Popular Culture. 3rd edition. Los Angeles: Sage, 2011. 

Other readings will be assigned in class and/or posted on LEARN. You must have access to 

LEARN for this course. 

 

Recommended Text: 

Aaron, Jane E. and Murray McArthur. The Little, Brown Compact Handbook. 4th Canadian edition. 

Toronto: Pearson Canada, 2010. 
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Marking Scheme: 

Artifact analyses: 20% 

Midterm:  15% 

Analytical assignment  

 proposal: 5% 

 completed:  30% 

Final Exam: 30% 

 

 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR ASSIGNMENTS/ESSAYS/TESTS 

Artifact analyses (5@4%=20%): You will create these artifact analyses using the ePortfolio 

function of LEARN. For at least 5 of the 7 critical perspectives, you will find and upload an 

artifact to your ePortfolio no later than 11pm on the Wednesday of the week in which we 

are discussing it in class. You may choose to post on more than 5 of the critical perspectives 

and have only your best 5 counted towards your final grade.  

Your artifact could be a portion of text, an image, a video clip, etc. In the “Description” field, 

you will provide 1-2 paragraphs (approx. 350-500 words) explaining how the particular 

critical perspective is relevant to the artifact and your reading of its meaning. Remember to 

“Share” the artifact with me so that I have access to it. Artifact reflections posted or shared 

after the due time will not be graded. 

We will have an in-class tutorial on submitting these analyses via ePortfolio on Thursday, 

Jan. 12.  

Midterm (15%): The midterm will take place in class on Thursday, February 2. It will consist of 

term definitions (multiple choice and/or short answer) and an artifact analysis. 

Analytical assignment (35%): In this assignment, you will develop an in-depth analysis of an 

artifact (or set of artifacts) using one of the rhetorical perspectives introduced in this course. 

The choice of artifact(s) and perspective is up to you; choose something that interests you 

and provides you with enough depth and complexity to justify a lengthy (6-8 page) analysis. 

In addition to your primary artifact(s), you will also need to find 2 or 3 academically credible 

secondary sources relevant to your topic, and include them meaningfully into your analysis. 

There are two parts to this assignment: the proposal, and the completed paper. Both parts 

must be submitted to the appropriate dropboxes on the LEARN site in .doc, .docx, or .pdf 

format.  

 The proposal (5%): By 6pm on Thursday, March 1, you will submit a 500-1000 word (2-3 

pages) proposal to the appropriate dropbox on the LEARN site describing the artifact(s) 

you have chosen, outlining why it is significant, and explaining the relevance of the 

critical perspective that you plan to apply. You must also include annotated 

bibliographical information for your secondary sources, including how you plan to use 

them in your analysis. I will provide written feedback on your proposal by no later than 

March 13. 

 The completed paper (30%): Your completed paper will be 2500-3000 words (6-8 pages), 
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and must be submitted to the appropriate dropbox on the LEARN site by 6pm on 

Thursday, March 22. The paper should develop in greater depth and detail the ideas 

outlined in your proposal, although the specifics of your analysis may create a different 

focus or direction than you envisioned in your proposal (in which case, you should 

address and explain any such changes explicitly in your paper, referencing your 

proposal as an additional secondary source). Include any relevant source materials as 

additional documents. All primary and secondary materials must be cited and 

referenced according to proper MLA guidelines. A good writing guide, such as The Little, 

Brown Compact Handbook, will provide you with specific detailed information on how to 

do that. Please also see the UW policies on Academic Integrity below. If you have any 

questions about how to use your sources properly, ask before you submit your paper.  

    Remember to maximize the persuasiveness of your argument by paying attention to 

the presentation and details of your assignment. Spelling, grammar, diction, style, and 

visual presentation all matter! 

Final exam (30%): The final exam will consist of 3 parts. The first 2 parts are similar to the 

midterm (term definitions and artifact analysis); part 3 will be a comparative essay. 

Information on the time, date, and location of the final exam will be available from the 

Registrar’s Office by mid- to late-February. 

Late policy:  

All written work is due at the time and date specified. There will be no extensions given unless 

there are significant extenuating circumstances; students legitimately unable to meet a deadline 

should contact me at least 24 hours before the due date. If no prior arrangements have been 

made, there is a late penalty of 5 marks per day (including weekends); late papers may also not 

receive comments.  

 

 

Correspondence: 

Students using email to contact me must include the course number (ENGL 101B) in the subject 

line of the email. I will not read emails that don’t identify the course number in the subject line. 

Make sure you also include your first and last name in the signature of your email.  

 

 

Important Dates to Remember: 

Lectures begin:    Tuesday, January 3 

Last day to add online class:   Monday, January 9 

Last day to add on-campus class: Monday, January 16 

Last day to drop, no penalty:  Monday, January 23 

Reading week:   February 20 – 24  

Last day to drop, receive a WD: Monday, March 12 

Lectures end:    Monday, April 2 

University holiday (Good Friday): Friday, April 6  

Final Exam period:   Monday, April 9-Saturday, April 21  
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UW POLICIES AND INFORMATION 

Illness and Missed Tests 

The University of Waterloo Examination Regulations 
(www.registrar.uwaterloo.ca/exams/ExamRegs.pdf) state that:  

 A medical certificate presented in support of an official petition for relief from normal 
academic requirements must provide all of the information requested on the “University 
of Waterloo Verification of Illness” form or it will not be accepted.  This form can be 
obtained from Health Services or at 
www.healthservices.uwaterloo.ca/Health_Services/verification.html. 

 If a student has a test/examination deferred due to acceptable medical evidence, he/she 

normally will write the test/examination at a mutually convenient time, to be determined 

by the course instructor. 

 The University acknowledges that, due to the pluralistic nature of the University 

community, some students may on religious grounds require alternative times to write 

tests and examinations.  

 Elective arrangements (such as travel plans) are not considered acceptable grounds for 

granting an alternative examination time. 

Academic Integrity 

In order to maintain a culture of academic integrity, members of the University of Waterloo are 

expected to promote honesty, trust, fairness, respect and responsibility. 

Discipline: A student is expected to know what constitutes academic integrity, to avoid 

committing academic offences, and to take responsibility for his/her actions. A student who 

is unsure whether an action constitutes an offence, or who needs help in learning how to 

avoid offences (e.g., plagiarism, cheating) or about “rules” for group work/collaboration 

should seek guidance from the course professor, academic advisor, or the Undergraduate 

Associate Dean. When misconduct has been found to have occurred, disciplinary penalties 

will be imposed under Policy 71 – Student Discipline. For information on categories of 

offenses and types of penalties, students should refer to Policy 71 - Student Discipline, 

http://www.adm.uwaterloo.ca/infosec/Policies/policy71.htm  

Grievance: A student who believes that a decision affecting some aspect of his/her university life 

has been unfair or unreasonable may have grounds for initiating a grievance. Read Policy 70 

- Student Petitions and Grievances, Section 4, 

http://www.adm.uwaterloo.ca/infosec/Policies/policy70.htm  

Appeals: A student may appeal the finding and/or penalty in a decision made under Policy 70 - 

Student Petitions and Grievances (other than regarding a petition) or Policy 71 - Student 

Discipline if a ground for an appeal can be established. Read Policy 72 - Student Appeals, 

http://www.adm.uwaterloo.ca/infosec/Policies/policy72.htm 

Academic Integrity website (Arts): 

http://arts.uwaterloo.ca/arts/ugrad/academic_responsibility.html 

Academic Integrity Office (University): http://uwaterloo.ca/academicintegrity/ 
 

http://www.registrar.uwaterloo.ca/exams/ExamRegs.pdf
http://www.healthservices.uwaterloo.ca/Health_Services/verification.html
http://www.adm.uwaterloo.ca/infosec/Policies/policy71.htm
http://www.adm.uwaterloo.ca/infosec/Policies/policy70.htm
http://www.adm.uwaterloo.ca/infosec/Policies/policy72.htm
http://arts.uwaterloo.ca/arts/ugrad/academic_responsibility.html
http://uwaterloo.ca/academicintegrity/
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Accommodation for Students with Disabilities: 

The Office for Persons with Disabilities (OPD), located in Needles Hall, Room 1132, collaborates 

with all academic departments to arrange appropriate accommodations for students with 

disabilities without compromising the academic integrity of the curriculum.  If you require 

academic accommodations to lessen the impact of your disability, please register with the OPD at 

the beginning of each academic term. 

 

 

CLASS SCHEDULE 

The following schedule is tentative and may change. Additional readings will be identified in 

class and on the LEARN site for this course. 

Rhetorical criticism, like any skill, develops best through practice. Regular participation in class 

discussions is crucial for maturing your ability to develop and communicate your analytical 

insights. You are expected to come to class having read the assigned material in its entirety before 

class starts and be prepared to take part in classroom discussions. Class meetings will not 

summarize the readings; you are expected to be familiar enough with the material to be able to 

discuss, apply, and evaluate the methods and ideas under consideration. 

Remember that in addition to the due dates indicated on the schedule, artifact analyses are due 

by 11 pm Wednesday of weeks 4-10. You must submit at least 5 artifact analyses; if you submit 

more, only the best 5 will count towards your grade. 

 

Week Date Topics/Readings/Assignments 

1. Jan. 3 Course introduction 

 Jan. 5 Foundations: Signs, Artifacts, & Culture 

Ch. 1 

2. Jan. 10 Rhetoric and Power 

Ch. 2, pp. 35-37, 54-76 

 Jan. 12 Rhetoric and Power (cont’d) 

ePortfolio demonstration 

3. Jan. 17 Methodologies for Critical Analysis 

Ch. 3 

 Jan. 19 Methodologies for Critical Analysis (cont’d) 

Ch. 3 

4. Jan. 24 Culture-centred Criticism 

Ch. 4, pp. 147-55 

 Jan. 26 Culture-centred Criticism (cont’d) 

Ch. 4, pp. 147-55 
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5. Jan. 31 Psychoanalytic Criticism 

Ch. 4, pp. 171-76 

 Feb. 2 In-class Midterm Test 

6. Feb. 7 Marxist Criticism 

Ch. 4, pp. 155-65 

 Feb. 9 Marxist Criticism (cont’d) 

Ch. 4, pp. 155-65 

7. Feb. 14 Visual Criticism 

Ch. 166-70 

 Feb. 16 Visual Criticism (cont’d) 

Ch. 166-70 

February   20 – 24 READING WEEK: NO CLASSES SCHEDULED 

8. Feb. 28 Feminist Criticism 

Ch. 5, pp. 178-85 

 Mar. 1 Feminist Criticism (cont’d) 

Assignment Proposal due 

9. Mar. 6 Dramatistic/Narrative Criticism 

Ch. 5, pp. 186-95 

 Mar. 8 Dramatistic/Narrative Criticism (cont’d) 

10. Mar. 13 Media-centred Criticism 

Ch. 5, pp. 196-205 

 Mar. 15 Media-centred Criticism (cont’d) 

11. Mar. 20 Self and Simulation: Groundhog Day 

Ch. 8 

 Mar. 22 Of iPods and Secrets 

Ch. 10, pp. 276-83 

Analytical Assignment due 

12. Mar. 27 Classical Methodologies: Logos, Ethos, Pathos 

(readings on LEARN) 

 Mar. 29 Catch-up, Wrap-up, Review 

  

 


