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ENGL 104, W2015 

University of Waterloo 
 Department of English 

ENGL104 
 Rhetoric in Popular Culture 

Winter 2015: Monday and Wednesday 4:00-5:20, HH150 
 

 
Instructor Information 
Galen Bourget-Fogarty 
Office: PAS 2212 
Office Hours: Mon/Wed 3:00-3:50 
Email: gbourget@uwaterloo.ca 
 
Course Description 
This course is meant to investigate the persuasive techniques employed by popular media; that is, we will 
work with existing theoretical models, and maybe create some of our own, to understand the ways that 
cultural products convince us to engage with a particular world-view. Sometimes this takes the form of 
manipulation, as with propaganda, but often the skillful use of rhetoric can be the most enjoyable element of a 
cultural product. This class will focus primarily on the in-depth study of a recent multimedia artefact, though 
other media-specific objects will also be analysed. By studying artefacts that have an extensive cultural appeal 
we begin to answer questions like: What makes an argument effective? What types of rhetoric are available in 
specific situations? What are the social implications of certain types of rhetoric? Through the study of the 
individual media products which inform our day-to-day lives we can begin to develop some critical tools to 
better navigate the media landscape, and to contribute towards the study of rhetoric as an academic subject.  
  
 
Course Goals and Learning Outcomes 
 
Upon completion of this course, students should be able to: 
 
1. Understand how argumentation is deployed through a variety of media.  

2. Read across media in a critical fashion.  

3. Engage meaningfully with a wide array of theoretical tools.  

4. Think about writing as an important element in the critical process (this means we will be writing a lot).  

 

Required Texts 

In the Bookstore: 
Foss, Sonia. Rhetorical Criticism: Exploration and Practice. 4th ed. Long Grove: Waveland Press, Inc., 2009. Print 
 

Readings Available on LEARN 

1. Benjamin, Walter. “The Work of Art in the Age of Mechanical Reproduction.” Trans. Harry Zohn. Marxist 

Internet Archive. Ed. Andy Blunden. Online.  

2. Serial. Podcast. Episodes 1-12.   
 

3. In addition to the podcast we will discuss a variety of other media in relation to the theoretical models 
studied in class. These will be posted in a separate document on LEARN. The weekly media list is subject 
to revision and to input from students. If you think of something interesting that we could take up in 
class, please let me know. Not everything you suggest will be added to the list, but I will consider most 
suggestions. The main criteria are: 1. Free to access. 2. Short. 3. Generally appropriate for class.  

1.%09https:/www.marxists.org/reference/subject/philosophy/works/ge/benjamin.htm
http://serialpodcast.org/
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Course Requirements and Assessment 
 
Assessment Due Date Weight 
Course participation Weekly 10% 
Online discussion Weekly 10% 
 Discussion Facilitator Assigned on a group basis 5% 
Short Writing Assignments Rolling Deadline 30% 
Presentation Assignment/Written Report See sign-up sheet 20% 
Final Essay Assignment April 13,  2015 25% 

 
 
1. Course participation (10%):  
Attendance will be recorded every class, but engaged participation with the course is the only way to earn 
this grade. Questions and comments on lecture material, engaging in respectful debate with other students, 
helping me understand what the cool kids are doing, and coming to office hours all count towards this item.  
 
2. Online discussion (10%):  
Beginning in the second week of class you will be assigned to a discussion group on LEARN; think of this 
group as a place to talk about course content with your peers, to use course theory to think about pop-culture 
not covered in class, and to test ideas you might want to write about more formally. Weekly participation is 
required for full marks. And be generous with your participation because… 
  

2a. Discussion Facilitator (5%): 
For one week (Monday-Friday) it will be your job to facilitate discussion in your group. Your 
responsibilities will include: posting discussion prompts, responding to the comments of your group 
members, helping answer questions, and providing general moral support through new media.  
 
I will post a formal schedule for this when the discussion groups have been determined.  
 

3. Short writing assignments (3x10%): 
Each week we will discuss a theoretical model and a set of object texts; these short assignments require you 
to use a theoretical model to analyse and interpret a text. Because there is a strict upward limit to the length 
of these assignments, you will have to offer a concise reading of a manageable aspect of a given text.  
 
You will write three of these reports on three different methods-- 250-300 words, strict.  
 
Due: Monday, the week following the end of a unit. E.g. reports on material for Week 2 will be due at the 
beginning of Week 3.   
 
4. Presentation Assignment (10%)/Written Report (10%): 
This 10-15 minute presentation will ask you to elaborate on a particular aspect of a theory, object text, or 
some combination of the two. Although your presentation will be based on a written report, you can use this 
time to engage with a part of the critical process that does not fit neatly in a formal written assignment (e.g. 
elaborating on the steps of your critical method, discussing a part of a text for which you have no clear 
reading, or offering a critique of a critical method).  
 
The written component of this assignment is identical to a short writing assignment, but is due on the day of 
your presentation.  
 
At the end of the second class of the term you will be asked to sign-up for a presentation date. 
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5. Final Essay Assignment: 
 
This is a formal essay assignment. You are encouraged to base your essay one of the reports that you have 
already written, though there will be room to expand your initial reading and to bring in additional 
theoretical resources. More information to follow.  
  
Requirements: 1000-1250 words maximum (4-5 pp). Double spaced. Formal essay style. MLA citations.  
 
Due: April 13, 2015. Submit to LEARN.  
 
 

Schedule 

Wee
k 

Date Topic Readings Due 

1 January 5 
January 7 

Course Intro 
Intro to rhetorical criticism; presentation 
sign-up 

 
Foss Ch. 1-2; Serial Ep 1   

2 January 
12/15 

Neo-Aristotelian Criticism  Foss Ch. 3; Serial Ep 2; Media List 
Week 2 

3 January 
19/21 

Cluster Criticism Foss Ch. 4; Serial Ep 3; Media List 
Week 3 

4 January 
26/28 

Fantasy Theme Criticism Foss Ch. 5; Serial Ep 4; Media List 
Week 4 

5 February 2/4 Generic Criticism Foss Ch. 6; Serial Ep 5; Media List 
Week 5 

6 February 
9/11 

Ideological Criticism Foss Ch. 7; Serial Ep 6; Media List 
Week 6 

7 February 
23/25 

Metaphor Criticism Foss Ch. 8; Serial Ep 7; Media List 
Week 7 

8 March 2/4 Narrative Criticism  Foss Ch. 9; Serial Ep 8; Media List 
Week 8 

9 March 9/11 Pentadic Criticism Foss Ch. 10; Serial Ep 9; Media List 
Week 8 

10 March 16/18 Walter Benjamin “The Work of Art in the Age of 
Mechanical Reproduction;” Serial 
Ep 10 

11 March 23/25 Generative Criticism Foss Ch. 11; Serial Ep 11; Media 
List Week 11 

12 March 30 
April 1 

Generative Criticism; Essay Q&A/Workshop; 
Presentation Make-up 

Serial Ep 12 

 
 

Late Work  
1. 1. Because the short writing assignments are submitted on a rolling deadline, they will not be accepted late. If you 

are submitting your final short assignment after the last week of class and require more time, please be in touch with 

me ASAP to arrange something.  

 

2. If you miss class on the day of your presentation, please be in touch with me. A make-up day is scheduled for 

Week 12, but it may be possible to present earlier. The report for this assignment will still be due on LEARN, and 

will be penalized 2% per day late.  
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3. The final essay will be penalized 5% on the first day late, and 2% each subsequent day. Extensions are only 

available with a doctor’s note, or through arrangements made a reasonable tine in advance.  

Electronic Device Policy 
Most of the texts in this class are available only online, so laptops and other devices are fine. Distracting use of 
these devices will draw attention from the course instructor.  

Attendance Policy 
Attendance will be taken each day.  

Institutional-required statements for undergraduate course outlines approved by 

Senate Undergraduate Council, April 14, 2009  

Cross-listed course  
Please note that a cross-listed course will count in all respective averages no matter under which rubric it has 
been taken. For example, a PHIL/PSCI cross-list will count in a Philosophy major average, even if the course 
was taken under the Political Science rubric.  

Academic Integrity  
 
Academic Integrity: In order to maintain a culture of academic integrity, members of the University of 
Waterloo are expected to promote honesty, trust, fairness, respect and responsibility.  
 
Discipline: A student is expected to know what constitutes academic integrity, to avoid committing academic 
offences, and to take responsibility for his/her actions. A student who is unsure whether an action constitutes 
an offence, or who needs help in learning how to avoid offences (e.g., plagiarism, cheating) or about “rules” 
for group work/collaboration should seek guidance from the course professor, academic advisor, or the 
Undergraduate Associate Dean. When misconduct has been found to have occurred, disciplinary penalties will 
be imposed under Policy 71 – Student Discipline. For information on categories of offenses and types of 
penalties, students should refer to Policy 71 - Student Discipline.  

 
Grievance: A student who believes that a decision affecting some aspect of his/her university life has been 
unfair or unreasonable may have grounds for initiating a grievance. Read Policy 70 - Student Petitions and 
Grievances, Section 4.  

 
Appeals: A student may appeal the finding and/or penalty in a decision made under Policy 70 - Student 
Petitions and Grievances (other than regarding a petition) or Policy 71 - Student Discipline if a ground for an 
appeal can be established. Read Policy 72 - Student Appeals.  

 

Other sources of information for students  
Academic integrity (Arts) Academic Integrity Office (uWaterloo)  

 

Accommodation for Students with Disabilities 
 

Note for students with disabilities: The AccessAbility Services office, located in Needles Hall Room 1132, 
collaborates with all academic departments to arrange appropriate accommodations for students with 
disabilities without compromising the academic integrity of the curriculum. If you require academic 
accommodations to lessen the impact of your disability, please register with the AS office at the beginning of 
each academic term.  

 

https://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat/policies-procedures-guidelines/policy-71
https://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat/policies-procedures-guidelines/policy-70
https://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat/policies-procedures-guidelines/policy-70
https://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat/policies-procedures-guidelines/policy-72
https://uwaterloo.ca/arts/ethical-behavior
https://uwaterloo.ca/academic-integrity/
https://uwaterloo.ca/disability-services/

