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Syllabus 
English 105A – Literature in English from 1900-1945 

MW 3:30-4:50 in STJ 3016 
Winter Term, 2011 

 
Instructor: Devon McDonald, University of Waterloo, PAS - 1064 
E-mail: d2mcdona@uwaterloo.ca 
Office Hours: Wednesday 1:30-3:30 or by appointment 

Course Description: This course involves a close examination of a representative selection of 
works by major authors writing in English between 1900 and 1945. We will explore works from 
authors of British and American descent, observing literary movements within a social and 
historical context (most notably the Modernist movement of the period). The main teaching 
approach will be lecture and in-class discussion on major topics as they arise from each 
individual work.  
 
Learning Objectives: The objective of this course is to foster some understanding of the literary 
field that existed during the early decades of the twentieth century. Our course will study major 
literary movements and authors within the context of the era, demonstrating the complex 
relationship between literature and society as well as the evolution of literature itself. Other 
objectives include the development of literary analytical skills and essay-writing ability. 
 
Required Texts: 
Lewis Pericles – The Cambridge Introduction to Modernism 
Joseph Conrad – Heart of Darkness 
T.S. Eliot – The Waste Land and Other Poems 
James Joyce – A Portrait of the Artist as a Young Man 
Virginia Woolf – Mrs. Dalloway 
D.H. Lawrence – Women in Love 
F. Scott Fitzgerald – The Great Gatsby 
 
Assignments and Grading: 
Discussion Questions – 10% 
Students are responsible for completing and submitting ten discussion questions throughout 
the term, on specified dates. Each discussion question should demonstrate both a familiarity 
with the text in general and thoughtful reflection with regard to a specific topic of interest 
within the text. Ideally, these questions will serve as a foundation for the essay assignments 
and, as such, they should be rooted in textual evidence and be sufficiently rich enough to 
potentially support further exploration. Discussion questions will be collected at the end of the 
lecture on each designated day, graded on a pass/fail basis, and returned at the next class. 
Alternate arrangements for submission will not be made for those who miss class on these days 
without medical documentation. (Question Length: Approx. 100 words).  
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Critical Reading Response – 15%  
This essay assignment will require each student to identify and engage with an issue, subject, or 
theme within the work of Conrad, Eliot, Joyce, or Woolf that remains relevant to a 21st century 
audience. Students will be asked to demonstrate the relevance of their chosen topic by linking 
it to a contemporary cultural artifact (i.e. a text, image, or object taken from contemporary 
literature, world news, popular culture, etc.). The bulk of the assignment, however, should 
remain focused on the text in question and should offer a thoughtful discussion of the material, 
rooted in textual evidence. A detailed description of the assignment and some examples of 
potential themes and accompanying artifacts will be made available during week 4. All topics 
must be approved by the instructor by February 9th. (Paper Length: Approx. 1500 words). 
 
Presentation – 15% 
The final presentations will offer students an opportunity to share, defend, and possibly amend 
their term paper theses in a congenial classroom environment. Far from a mere reading of their 
final paper drafts, students will be expected to craft an engaging oral presentation that briefly 
outlines the progression of their argument, pays careful attention to their chosen texts and to 
the topic they have selected, and skillfully prompts class involvement and discussion. Students 
will receive a detailed description of this assignment, along with clear expectations, during 
week 7. All topics must be approved by the instructor by March 14th. (Presentation Length: 
Approx. 8-10 minutes). 
 
Presentation Feedback Forms – 5% 
During the presentations, each member of the student audience will receive a Presentation 
Feedback Form to be completed during or immediately after each presentation. A Feedback 
Form must be completed by every student for every presentation (with the exception of one’s 
own presentation). These Feedback Forms will be collected at the end of each presentation 
day. The Feedback Forms will be graded according to the quality of the student’s responses—
each student will receive a grade for the comments and criticism they offered to their peers. 
Identifying information will then be removed from the Feedback Forms and each presenter will 
receive an anonymous package of encouragement and constructive criticism to aid them in 
honing their public speaking and presentation skills. 
 
Term Paper – 25%  
This paper will be the culmination of each student’s work in the course. Due the Friday 
following the final day of class, this paper will compare two or more classroom texts with 
regard to an issue of relevance to in-class discussions. The works selected for this assignment 
must not overlap with the text chosen for the Critical Reading Response. Students will receive a 
detailed description of this assignment along with possible essay topics during week 7. All topics 
must be approved by the instructor prior to completing this assignment. (Paper Length: Approx. 
2500 words). 
 
Final Exam – 30%  
The final exam will consist of three short answer questions and three essay questions. The short 
answer questions will ask students to define or discuss major artistic movements or schools of 
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thought covered in the course material. The three essay questions, of which students must 
answer two, will pair classroom concepts with specific texts to test the student’s 
comprehension of the material covered in the readings and in-class discussions. This will be a 
closed-book exam.  
 
Late Penalties/Extensions: 
All written work submitted late will be subject to a 10% deduction per day, including weekends, 
to a maximum of five days. Extensions on assignments will be granted only in case of illness or 
emergency (being busy with other courses does not count as an emergency). Please contact the 
instructor via email to make your request and be prepared to provide credible documentation 
(such as a doctor's note). 
 
Course Schedule: 
 

Week Date Reading Notes  

1 Jan. 5th --- --- 

2 Jan. 10th Heart of Darkness ; Introduction, Cambridge 
Introduction to Modernism 

Discussion Question 1 

Jan. 12th Heart of Darkness; Ch. 2, Cambridge Introduction to 
Modernism 

 

3 Jan. 17th “The Love Song of J. Alfred Prufrock” and “The Hollow 
Men” in The Waste Land and Other Poems; Ch. 4, 
Cambridge Introduction to Modernism 

Discussion Question 2 

Jan. 19th “The Waste Land” (including notes) in The Waste Land 
and Other Poems 

Discussion Question 3 

4 Jan. 24th A Portrait of the Artist as a Young Man; Ch. 3, 
Cambridge Introduction to Modernism 

Discussion Question 4 

Jan. 26th A Portrait of the Artist as a Young Man  

5 Jan. 31st A Portrait of the Artist as a Young Man Discussion Question 5 

Feb. 2nd A Portrait of the Artist as a Young Man 
Essay Writing Essentials #1 

 

6 Feb. 7th Mrs. Dalloway; Ch. 5, Cambridge Introduction to 
Modernism 

Discussion Question 6 

Feb. 9th Mrs. Dalloway  

7 Feb. 14th Mrs. Dalloway Discussion Question 7 

Feb. 16th Mrs. Dalloway 
Critical Reading Response Due 

 

8 READING WEEK 

9 Feb. 28th Women in Love (1st Half) Discussion Question 8 

Mar. 2nd Women in Love  

10 Mar. 7th Women in Love (2nd Half) Discussion Question 9 

Mar. 9th Women in Love 
Essay Writing Essentials #2 

 

11 Mar 14th The Great Gatsby; Ch. 7, Cambridge Introduction to 
Modernism 

Discussion Question 10 
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Mar. 16th The Great Gatsby  

12 Mar. 21st The Great Gatsby; Conclusion, Cambridge Introduction 
to Modernism 

 

Mar. 23rd Presentations  

13 Mar. 28th Presentations  

Mar. 30th Presentations  

14 Apr. 4th Presentations; Course Review  

The Term Paper is due Friday, April 8th, and will be returned at the final exam 

 
Note for Students with Disabilities: 
The Office for Persons with Disabilities (OPD), located in Needles Hall Rm. 1132, collaborates 
with all academic departments to arrange appropriate accommodations for students with 
disabilities without compromising the academic integrity of the curriculum. If you require 
academic accommodations to lessen the impact of your disability, please register with OPD at 
the beginning of each academic term. 
 
Academic Integrity:  
In order to maintain a culture of academic integrity, members of the University of Waterloo 
community are expected to promote honesty, trust, fairness, respect and responsibility. It is 
each student’s responsibility to know, understand, and apply UW policy in all academic 
pursuits. Violating these policies can have serious consequences, affecting grades, academic 
standing, and future career options. Please, take the time to learn what you need to do to avoid 
costly errors. Ignorance is not considered a viable excuse. Please see the University’s academic 
integrity information page at http://www.uwaterloo.ca/academicintegrity/ for more 
information, or seek guidance from the course instructor, your academic advisor, or the 
undergraduate Associate Dean. 
 
Discipline:  
A student is expected to know what constitutes academic integrity, to avoid committing 
academic offences, and to take responsibility for his/her actions. A student who is unsure 
whether an action constitutes an offence, or who needs help in learning how to avoid offences 
(e.g., plagiarism, cheating) or about “rules” for group work/collaboration should seek guidance 
from the course professor, academic advisor, or the Undergraduate Associate Dean. When 
misconduct has been found to have occurred, disciplinary penalties will be imposed under 
Policy 71 – Student Discipline. For information on categories of offenses and types of penalties, 
students should refer to Policy 71 - Student Discipline, 
http://www.adm.uwaterloo.ca/infosec/Policies/policy71.htm  

Grievance:  
A student who believes that a decision affecting some aspect of his/her university life has been 
unfair or unreasonable may have grounds for initiating a grievance. Read Policy 70 - Student 
Petitions and Grievances, Section 4, http://www.adm.uwaterloo.ca/infosec/Policies/ 
policy70.htm. If in doubt please be contact the English department’s administrative assistant 
and request further information. 
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Appeals: 
A student may appeal the finding and/or penalty in a decision made under Policy 70 - Student 
Petitions and Grievances (other than regarding a petition) or Policy 71 - Student Discipline if a 
ground for an appeal can be established. Read Policy 72 - Student Appeals, 
http://www.adm.uwaterloo.ca/infosec/Policies/policy72.htm 

Academic Integrity website (Arts): 
http://arts.uwaterloo.ca/arts/ugrad/academic_responsibility.html 

Academic Integrity Office (University):  
http://uwaterloo.ca/academicintegrity/ 

Important dates for the upcoming term:  

Last day to add online class:  Monday, January 10 

Last day to add on-campus class: Monday, January 17 

Last day to drop, no penalty: Monday, January 24 

Final exam schedule published: Mid-February  

Reading week: February 21 – 25 

Last day to drop, receive a WD: Monday, March 14  

Lectures end: Monday, April 4 

Exams begin: Friday, April 8 

Exams end: Thursday, April 21 

  

 

 


