
uWaterloo: Department of English Language & Literature 

 

ENGL 108B: Global English Literatures 

Fall 2011 

 

Instructor: Prof Linda Warley, Associate Professor 

Schedule: Mondays and Wednesdays 12:30 – 1:50 

Location: AL 208 

My office: HH270 

My extension: 35379 

My email: lwarley@uwaterloo.ca 

Office hours: Mondays and Wednesdays 2:30 – 3:30 or by appointment 

 

NOTE: This course is managed through UW-ACE. Please get into the habit of 

checking the course site for news and uploads.  

 

Calendar description: An exploration of texts from a range of geographical locations, 

such as South Africa, Australia, the Caribbean, India, New Zealand, and Pakistan 

 

Detailed course description: English is a language not just of global business but also of 

world literatures. The spread of English in its many forms and dialects has had a 

profound influence on English literary studies, especially in the 20
th

 and 21
st
 centuries. 

But what does it mean to call “English” a “global language,” and how have writers from 

around the world used English to shape and articulate their own worldviews? Questions 

that will inform this course include the following: 

 

 What role did British imperialism play in the spread of English language 

and literature? 

 How do people who are not of British background use English to express 

their own views, experiences, and identities? 

 How are sound and meaning connected? 

 What role does myth play in the literary imagination? 

 

Course keywords: colonial discourse, postcoloniality, representation, resistance, 

hybridity, orality, indigeneity, disaspora, home, self/subject 

 

Course objectives: 

 

 To gain familiarity with some of the major authors writing in English but 

not necessarily from an English cultural background. 

 To historicize and contextualize works of literature written by authors 

from a variety of regions, nations and cultures. 

 To develop sophisticated literary analytical skills. 

 To write correctly and in rhetorically persuasive genres, including the 

essay. 

 To integrate both primary and secondary sources into essay writing. 
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Course books: 

All books listed are required and can be purchased in the uWaterloo bookstore. Second 

hand copies of the Achebe novel and King story collection might also be available 

through online bookstores or second hand bookstores in the region. 

 

(Anthology) Concert of Voices, second edition, edited by Victor J. Ramraj 

(Novel) Things Fall Apart by Chinua Achebe 

(Short Stories) One Good Story, That One by Thomas King 

 

Class Schedule: 

 

Date Topic or Activity Readings 

12 Sept Introduction & Welcome Interviews 

14 Lecture: How did English 

become a global language? 

Read: Introduction to the anthology, 

View: documentary film “Global Tongue: 

English” 

19 Context: language and 

imperialism 

Rudyard Kipling “The White Man’s 

Burden” and Wilkie Collins “A Sermon 

for Sepoys” 

21 Writing South Asia Mulk Raj Anand “Duty” 

26  Anita Desai “Surface Textures” 

28  Kamala Das “An Introduction” and “The 

Looking Glass” 

3 Oct.   R.K. Narayan “Mother and Son” 

5  Essay writing workshop I 

10 THANKSGIVING  

12 Out of Africa Chinua Achebe Things Fall Apart 

17  Chinua Achebe 

19 MIDTERM EXAM  

24  Ngugi wa Thiong’o “Goodbye Africa” 

26  Ama Ata Aidoo “No Sweetness Here” 

31  Wole Soyinka “Chimes of Silence” and 

interview 

2 Nov. Indigeneity Thomas King One Good Story, That One 

7  Thomas King 

9  Essay Writing Workshop II  

14  Leslie Marmon Silko “Yellow Woman” 

16 ESSAYS DUE Oodgeroo Noonuccal “Gooboora, the 

Silent Pool” and “The Past” 

21 The Caribbean is not just a 

holiday location  

Philip Sherlock “The Warau People 

Discover the Earth” 

23  Derek Walcott “Ruins of a Great House” 

and “A Letter from Brooklyn” and 

“Midsummer:LII” 
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28  Edward Kamua Brathwaite “Red Rising” 

30  Lillian Allen “Rub A Dub Style Inna 

Regent Park”  

5 Dec.  Final thoughts 

 

Assignments and due dates (more detailed descriptions below): 

 

4 short surprise quizzes  random  15% (top 3 marks) 

Mid-term   October 19  20% 

Essay    November 16  25% 

Final exam   exam period  40% 

 

1. Surprise quizzes 
Throughout the course, there will be four in-class surprise quizzes. These will be short, 

quick, and fact-based. Questions may be on any of the course material—all anthology 

readings, literary and theoretical terms, grammar and punctuation, MLA citation style and 

other writing issues. The three quizzes in which you score the highest marks will count 

towards your final grade. Together they are worth 15% of your course grade. 

 

2. Mid-term exam 

This in-class exam will evaluate your knowledge of the primary works, the lecture 

material, and the literary terms and concepts learned to that point in the course. It will 

require that you write your answers in short essay form. It is worth 20% of your course 

grade. 

 

3. Essay 

You will choose one of the assigned topics (see below) and write an 8-page essay. You 

are NOT required to take into consideration other critics’ opinions about the literary 

works. On the contrary, I am interested in seeing how you develop an independent 

analysis and present that analysis in a rhetorically effective way. The essay is due on 

November 16th. Hand in an electronic copy (post a digital file to the “drop box” on 

UW-ACE). Hand in a paper copy either to the English department drop box or to 

me in class or during my office hours. The essay is worth 25% of your course grade. 

 

There will be some instruction in class about essay writing.  On UW-ACE under the tab 

“Lessons” you will find a downloadable document that gives general advice about 

writing good essays in English courses.  

 

Essay topics and instructions 

Choose one of the topics below and write an analytical essay of 8 double-spaced pages in 

12-pt. font with 1-inch page margins. In the essay, you must develop an argument (a 

thesis) and present textual evidence from the literary works to substantiate and 

demonstrate your points. Use the literary critical terminology we are learning throughout 

the course and format your essay in strict observance of MLA style (see anthology pages 

29-32). DO NOT make a separate title page—simply put your name, ID number, the 
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course, my name, and the date on the top left corner of the first page. DO include a list of 

works cited, even if you have only referred to a literary work in the anthology.  

 

NOTE: Wish the exception of topic 5, you must choose as your examples literary 

works that are on the schedule of readings.  

 

Required: Integrating secondary sources: In the anthology, you will find several 

essays, works of life writing (non fiction), and one interview (authors include Collins, 

D’Aguiar, Kincaid, Mo, Naipaul, Ndebele, Phillips, Rushdie, Soyinka, Shinebourne). 

Essays, life writing, and interviews can function as secondary sources. Choose one of 

those works and use it in the development of your own argument. Your goal is to situate 

your work in relation to something that the other author has said in his/her work. That 

means that you can complicate a statement or idea, disagree with it, or find it useful as a 

way of understanding the literary work/s you are analyzing in your essay. 

 

Topics: 

 

1. Choose five words from any single literary text that we are studying and that you think 

are important to the work overall; look those words up in a dictionary. If the words are 

English, I recommend that you use as your reference source the Oxford English 

Dictionary (OED), which is available on-line through the uWaterloo library web site). If 

the words are not English (or not Standard English), find a reliable source (i.e. a 

dictionary in another language) and see what they mean. Pay particular attention to the 

etymology (origins and history) of the words and consider both their denotative (literal, 

dictionary) and their connotative (secondary or associated) meanings. Write an essay in 

which you a) argue why these five words are crucial to the text and b) explain in detail 

how they contribute to its meaning. 

 

2. Choose one of the written texts we are studying and then find a visual text or an audio 

text that seems to resonate with the literary work in some way. This could be a painting, a 

cartoon, a video on YouTube, a song, a recorded speech, or any other visual or audio text. 

Write an essay in which you a) argue how and why the visual or audio text you have 

chosen relates to the literary work and b) explain how they are both similar and different 

(other than the obvious—i.e. one is visual or audio and one is written). For example, you 

could choose a visual image that treats a similar theme as the literary work but has a 

different tone. You could choose a YouTube music video by a musician who comes from 

the same cultural background as the author of the literary work. In those cases, you would 

analyze how tone is created or context engaged in each work and explain why that 

matters.  

 

3. Every text creates literary personae—characters, narrators, or speakers of poems. 

Inhabit one persona who appears in one literary work and write an essay in which part is 

an imaginary journal ‘written’ by that persona and part is an analysis of what you have 

created. The purpose of this essay is to imitate the writing style of the original author; 

therefore, everything you create must be consistent in some way with the original. You 

can invent—indeed, don’t just copy the original!—but remember that your main job is to 
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identify, analyze, and mimic a particular author’s style. Write 4 pages of invention; then 

write 4 pages in which you analyze your creation. In the second part of the essay, you 

must argue for the validity of your creation—i.e. you still need to create a thesis and use 

evidence from the original work to substantiate your claims.  

 

4. Choose one of the works of literature that we are studying and conduct research on one 

element of cultural, historical, geographical, or political context that you feel is crucial to 

a deeper understanding of the text. Construct your argument around the question: why do 

I/you need to know this information in order to fully make sense of the literary work? 

Demonstrate how the text engages with its context/s. 

 

5. Choose one work from the anthology that we are NOT studying in class (i.e. it’s not on 

the reading schedule) and write an essay that situates your original analysis of the chosen 

text in relation to one of the literary texts that we are studying together in class. This is a 

“compare and contrast” essay in which you consider both similarities and differences in 

the literary texts. Please keep in mind that there has to be a reason for you to put these 

two works together in your essay: they could share a theme, or they could both use 

similar structures or forms (such as a lyric poem or short story), or they could emerge 

from the same national or cultural context.  

 

You are encouraged to talk to me about any of these topics. Also, remember that on 

UW-ACE there is a document that explains what we professors are looking for 

when we evaluate student essays. Also, remember that you also have to incorporate 

discussion of at least one secondary source in the anthology in your essay. 

 

4. Final exam 

The exam will be scheduled during the exam period and will test material learned 

throughout the course. It is worth 40% of your course grade. 

 

Course Policies: 

 

Classroom work: Attendance is required, and you are expected to arrive in class on time 

and well prepared, having read and thought carefully about the material to be discussed 

that day. Most of the classes will be a combination of lecture and open discussion. Much 

of the success of the course depends on your full participation in it. 

 

Late essays and missed exams: Medical or other emergencies will be taken into 

consideration if you must miss the midterm or the final exam. Official documentation of 

incapacity will be required. Quizzes, however, cannot be made up.  

 

All essays must be handed in on the due date. I do not grant extensions except in 

emergency circumstances (computer problems do not count as emergencies).  Again, 

official documentation will be required. If you decide to hand in your essay after the due 

date, the late penalty is 3% per day, including weekends. 
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** UNBREAKABLE RULE: I do not accept any essays at all after the last day of 

classes.** 

 

University Policies 

 

Academic Integrity: In order to maintain a culture of academic integrity, members of the 

University of Waterloo are expected to promote honesty, trust, fairness, respect and 

responsibility. 

 

Plagiarism and other forms of cheating: Plagiarism is the use of someone else’s words 

or ideas without proper accreditation. This includes copying and pasting material found 

on the Internet. It is, in fact, stealing, and just as if you had robbed a bank, if you rob 

someone else’s intellectual work you will be punished for it. Buying an essay or 

recycling an essay is another serious form of cheating and will be treated as a disciplinary 

matter. Please read the “Lesson” on Plagiarism on UW-ACE and complete the quiz. 

 

Discipline: A student is expected to know what constitutes academic integrity, to avoid 

committing academic offences, and to take responsibility for his/her actions. A student 

who is unsure whether an action constitutes an offence, or who needs help in learning 

how to avoid offences (e.g., plagiarism, cheating) or about “rules” for group 

work/collaboration should seek guidance from the course professor, academic advisor, or 

the Undergraduate Associate Dean. When misconduct has been found to have occurred, 

disciplinary penalties will be imposed under Policy 71 – Student Discipline. For 

information on categories of offenses and types of penalties, students should refer to 

Policy 71 - Student Discipline, 

http://www.adm.uwaterloo.ca/infosec/Policies/policy71.htm  

 

Grievance: A student who believes that a decision affecting some aspect of his/her 

university life has been unfair or unreasonable may have grounds for initiating a 

grievance. Read Policy 70 - Student Petitions and Grievances, Section 4, 

http://www.adm.uwaterloo.ca/infosec/Policies/policy70.htm  

Appeals: A student may appeal the finding and/or penalty in a decision made under 

Policy 70 - Student Petitions and Grievances (other than regarding a petition) or Policy 

71 - Student Discipline if a ground for an appeal can be established. Read Policy 72 - 

Student Appeals, http://www.adm.uwaterloo.ca/infosec/Policies/policy72.htm 

 

Academic Integrity website (Arts): 

http://arts.uwaterloo.ca/arts/ugrad/academic_responsibility.html  

Academic Integrity Office (UW): http://uwaterloo.ca/academicintegrity/ 

 

Accommodation for Students with Disabilities: Note for students with disabilities: 

The Office for Persons with Disabilities (OPD), located in Needles Hall, Room 1132, 

collaborates with all academic departments to arrange appropriate accommodations for 

students with disabilities without compromising the academic integrity of the curriculum. 

If you require academic accommodations to lessen the impact of your disability, please 

register with the OPD at the beginning of each academic term. 

http://www.adm.uwaterloo.ca/infosec/Policies/policy70.htm
http://www.adm.uwaterloo.ca/infosec/Policies/policy72.htm

