
ENGL 108H: Isolation and Alienation: DWE - 1502 T-Th 2:30-3:50pm Instructor: G. J. Henry 

(george.henry@uwaterloo.ca)  Office: PAS 2224, Office Hours: WF 4:00-4:30pm 

All my stories are about the action of grace on a character who is not very willing to support it, 

but most people think of these stories as hard, hopeless, and brutal. – Flannery O’Connor 

Course Description: 

The study of a variety of works centering on the theme of individuals in crisis, the stress being 

on people at variance with their inner selves, other persons, or their world. The course will 

discuss the process in which wisdom and maturity are gained as the ultimate products of 

suffering.  

Isolation: 1. The action of isolating; the fact or condition of being isolated or standing alone; 

separation from other things or persons; solitariness. 2. The separation of a person or thing from 

its normal environment or context, either for purposes of experiment and study or as a result of 

its being, for some reason, set apart (OED). 

Alienation: 1. Estrangement; the state of being estranged or alienated. 2. Derangement of mental 

faculties or processes; madness, insanity; delirium; an instance or episode of this. In later use 

more fully “mental alienation” (OED). 

Texts: 

Crane, Stephen. The Open Boat and Other Stories. 

Gilman, Charlotte Perkins. The Yellow Wall-Paper. 

Gogol, Nikolai. The Diary of a Madman and Other Stories. 

Heller, Joseph. Catch-22. 

Hemingway, Ernest. The Old Man and the Sea. 

Miller, Arthur. Death of a Salesman. 

Sandburg, Carl. Harvest Poems: 1910-1960. (Selected Poems) 

Whitman, Walt. Civil War Poetry and Prose. (Selected Poems) 

ENGL 108H Courseware 

 

Assignments and Evaluation: 

 Pop-Quizzes    25%  (5 at 5% each) 

 Mid-Term    25%  Oct 16
th

 (in-class essay format) 

 Term Paper    25%  Due last day of class (Nov 27
th

) 

 Final Exam    25%  Date TBD (2.5 hrs- exam week) 

Pop-Quizzes (Five, 5% each):  If you are doing the reading then these pop-quizzes shouldn’t be 

anything to stress about. They provide a quick and straightforward way for me to assess your 

attendance, punctuality, participation, and preparedness and offer you the opportunity to show 

me that you are not only reading the texts but also thinking about them productively. Questions 

will be fair but challenging.  

mailto:george.henry@uwaterloo.ca


Term Paper (7-9 pages, 12 point, Double-spaced, Times New Roman, MLA format):  An in-

depth critical analysis on a topic relevant to the course materials. Details will come forth and be 

discussed as the term progresses. 

Schedule: 

Week 1:  (Sept 9 & 11) Introduction, The Yellow Wall-Paper  

Week 2:  (Sept 16 & 18) “The Diary of a Madman,” “The Mark on the Wall” 

Week 3:  (Sept 23 & 25) “The Overcoat,” “The Lady in the Looking Glass” 

Week 4:  (Sept 30 & Oct 2) “Bartleby, the Scrivener: a Story of Wall Street,” 

Week 5:  (Oct 7 & 9)  Death of a Salesman 

Week 6:  (Oct 14 & 16) Review, Mid-Term (Oct 16
th

) 

Week 7:  (Oct 21 & 23) Movie (TBD)  

Week 8:  (Oct 28 & 30) Catch-22 

Week 9:  (Nov 4 & 6)  Catch-22 

Week 10:  (Nov 11 & 13) “Good Country People,” “Revelation” 

Week 11:  (Nov 18 & 20) “The Open Boat,” The Old Man and the Sea   

Week 12:  (Nov 25 & 27) The Old Man and the Sea, Term Papers due (Nov 27
th

) 

 

Academic Integrity: In order to maintain a culture of academic integrity, members of the University of Waterloo 

are expected to promote honesty, trust, fairness, respect, and responsibility.                                                       

Discipline: A student is expected to know what constitutes academic integrity, to avoid committing academic 

offences, and to take responsibility for his/her actions. A student who is unsure whether an action constitutes an 

offence, or who needs help in learning how to avoid offences (e.g., plagiarism, cheating) or about “rules” for group 

work/collaboration should seek guidance from the course professor, academic advisor, or the Undergraduate 

Associate Dean. When misconduct has been found to have occurred, disciplinary penalties will be imposed under 

Policy 71 – Student Discipline. For information on categories of offenses and types of penalties, students should 

refer to Policy 71 - Student Discipline, http://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat/policies-procedures-guidelines/policy-71. 

Grievance: A student who believes that a decision affecting some aspect of his/her university life has been unfair or 

unreasonable may have grounds for initiating a grievance. Read Policy 70 - Student Petitions and Grievances, 

Section 4, http://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat/policies-procedures-guidelines/policy-70. In addition, consult 

http://arts.uwaterloo.ca/student-grievances-faculty-arts-processes for the Faculty of Arts’ grievance processes. 

Appeals: A student may appeal the finding and/or penalty in a decision made under Policy 70 - Student Petitions 

and Grievances (other than regarding a petition) or Policy 71 - Student Discipline if a ground for an appeal can be 

established. Read Policy 72 - Appeals, http://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat/policies-procedures-guidelines/policy-72.                                                                                                                                              
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