
University of Waterloo 
Department of English Language and Literature  
Fall 2013 
English 108M (001): Youth and Adolescence 
HH139: Tuesday & Thursday, 4:00pm – 5:20pm 
Instructor: Clare Bermingham 
Office: PAS1065: Thursday, 1:30-3:00pm 
Email: cbermingham@uwaterloo.ca 
 
About this course: 
 
Together, we will examine the construction of “youth” or “adolescence” through literature, 
specifically as a period of transition and growth achieved through key experiences, rebellion, 
crisis, and struggles for self-awareness and agency.  Our reading is focused on the twentieth 
century, but it will carry us across a range of places and literary genres, enabling us to explore a 
variety of narrative styles, voices, and literary techniques.   
 
This course is designed to introduce you to the study of literature at the university level.  It will 
provide you with the tools and guidance you need to engage with literature, to read it well, and 
to write about it.  By the end of term, you should have gained increased competence as an 
interpretive and critical reader, and as a more reflective, organized, and effective writer.  Writing 
is central to the work of this course; we will talk about what goes into constructing an excellent 
essay, you will write a lot, in and out of class, and you will workshop and discuss your writing 
with your peers and with me.  
 
Course texts: 
 
Courseware Package for ENGL108M 
Acheson, Katherine O. Writing Essays About Literature. Broadview, 2011. 
Brown, Rita Mae. Rubyfruit Jungle. NY: Bantam, 1973. 
Joyce, James. A Portrait of the Artist as a Young Man. Oxford UP, 2000. 
Satrapi, Marjane. Persepolis: The Story of a Childhood. NY: Pantheon, 2003. 
Whitehead, Colson. Sag Harbor. Doubleday, 2010. 
 
 
Assignments and Evaluation: 
 
Participation & Writing Portfolio:  20%    
Essay Construction:    40%  
 Outline   10% 
 Thesis   10% 
 Draft 1  10% 
 Draft 2   10% 
Final Essay:     20% 
Final Exam:     20% 
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Participation & Writing Portfolio (20%): 
Throughout the term, we will be practising reflective writing, which is writing to generate ideas, 
explore themes, develop thinking, and practice close reading and criticism. These valuable short 
writing exercises will be conducted both in class and at home, and will be based on an 
exploratory question or topic assigned that day in class.  You may be asked to share and discuss 
these assignments with a classmate, and you will submit them to me at the end of class for my 
review. They will not be graded individually. You MUST be present in class to complete and 
hand in the exercises.  At the end of term, you are asked to collect and re-submit your writing 
pieces as a writing portfolio.  You will be assigned a grade based on the level of completion of 
your portfolio, as well as the overall effort, demonstrated improvement, and quality of your work.  
 
Your participation grade will be based on a combination of the quality of your reading responses 
and your in-class participation. Part of your in-class participation includes your role as a peer 
editor for the first draft of the essay assignment. You must be present for this particular class, or 
your grade will be affected.  In general, good participation means being present, punctual, 
prepared, and actively engaged in class discussions. 
 
 
Essay:   
See due dates on course calendar. 
Construction: 40% / Final essay: 20% 
 
Learning how to plan, research, and construct a paper is one of the most valuable skills you will 
gain in your undergraduate career.  Not only will it help you practice and develop your writing 
and organization skills, it will help hone you to your ability to think critically and to construct an 
evidence-based argument.  These are skills that will benefit you in the rest of your academic 
career, and in your professional and civic life. 
 
In the first half of the term, we will be devoting one class per week to discussions about the 
process of researching, developing, and writing an English essay, using Dr. Acheson’s book, 
Writing Essays about Literature, as our guide.  In addition to these sessions, the essay assignment for 
this course will be broken down into several components. 
 

Outline: 
10% 
Your outline should provide me with an overview of your approach to your essay. Early 
in the term and alongside the essay questions, I will provide you with a description of the 
components you must include in this outline.  

 
Thesis: 
10% 
Your thesis should consist of several extremely well-crafted sentences that encapsulate 
your main argument and drive your essay from beginning to end. As we will learn, you 
will revise your thesis several times; however, the thesis you submit at this stage should 
demonstrate that you have researched your essay, reflected thoroughly on the question, 
and have a well-considered thesis statement that will inspire and power your writing 
process.  
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Draft 1: 
10% 
This first draft of your paper will be exchanged with a classmate for peer review. It should 
be the best paper you can possibly write at this stage of your essay’s development. All 
research will be complete, your argument fleshed out, and the essay structured to the best 
of your ability.  
Your role as a peer editor is a valuable learning opportunity. You should take the task 
seriously, as it will impact your participation grade for this class. 
 
Draft 2: 
10% 
This draft will be submitted directly to me for written feedback. Again, it should be the 
best paper you can possibly write at this stage of your essay’s development. You should 
demonstrate considerable improvement based on the feedback given on your earlier 
draft. 

 
Final Essay: 
20% 
Your final essay will be a culmination of the writing and editing process. You should take 
all feedback into account and work to craft an effective argument with clear, relevant 
evidence. The essay should be organized so as to present your argument as strongly as 
possible. This should be the finest piece of writing you submit to me this term. 

 
Final Exam: 
20% 
The final exam will be given to you on the last day of class, November 28, 2012. 
You MUST be in class to receive the exam question. Exams are due by 12:00 noon 
on December 13, 2013, as per the instructions below. If your exam is not submitted by 
this time, you will receive a grade of zero. 
 
Completed exams must be submitted to the English Department Drop Box on the 2nd Floor of 
Hagey Hall. They will be collected by the English Department administrative staff, date-
stamped, and then forwarded to me.  
 
Accommodations: 
 
We all learn in different ways and need different tools to succeed. I will do my best to work with 
you to meet your learning needs, whether they are related to how you participate in class, engage 
with assignments, or access materials. Please arrange to meet with me to discuss if needed. 
 
Additionally, the Office for Persons with Disabilities (OPD), located in Needles Hall, Room 1132, 
collaborates with all academic departments to arrange appropriate accommodations for students 
with disabilities without compromising the academic integrity of the curriculum.  If you require 
academic accommodations to lessen the impact of your disability, please register with the OPD 
at the beginning of each academic term. 
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Expectations and Class Policies: 
 
Class Preparation: 
I have selected a variety of works for us to read together. They are very different from each other, 
but they are linked through the theme of the course. Some are funny, some you will find more 
difficult, but all of them should be interesting, and even entertaining. You should expect to be 
challenged in your reading, but you should also hope to be rewarded for your efforts. Group and 
class discussions are made fruitful by the insights and contributions of everyone, so to this end, 
please come to class having read the material and prepared to discuss it. You should read with a 
pen: underline, make notes, write questions, mark what puzzles you, intrigues you, makes you 
laugh, or raises questions for you. Come to class with at least one idea or thought to contribute to 
the discussion. 
 
Always come to class with the text we are studying. Please also bring a pen and paper, as you will 
frequently be asked to participate in a writing exercise to be handed in after class or shared with 
a classmate.  
 
Attendance and Punctuality: 
You are expected to be present and on time for class. As previously noted, we will do much 
writing here, and while the content will be mostly ungraded, its submission will be noted and will 
form part of your final grade. If you are not here, you cannot complete or submit these 
assignments. If you must be late, please enter the classroom quietly so as not to disrupt discussion 
or writing time. If you are absent, it is your responsibility to catch up with class discussions by 
consulting a fellow classmate. I do not offer class summaries to previously absent students. 
 
Class Etiquette: 
You are welcome to use computers in class to take notes. However, to avoid distracting your 
colleagues, all laptop use is restricted to the back of the class, which we will designate the laptop 
zone. During discussions or for reflective writing exercises, I may ask you to close your laptops. 
Again, you should have pen and paper on hand for written exercises.  
 
Cellphones and similar electronic devices should not be used during class. Please put them on 
silent and keep them out of sight, unless you’re singularly responsible for the care of a small child 
or older adult, or otherwise need to be available for emergencies.  
 
Please avoid engaging in off-topic conversations during class. Even a quiet whisper is distracting 
during lectures, and social chatter sidetracks everyone during group discussions. 
 
Missed assignments and exams:   
The research essay for this class is comprised of multiple components, arranged like building 
blocks. Submitting any portion of the essay assignment late will impact how and when you 
receive feedback on that component. If you submit a component late, you may miss out on the 
potential for feedback, or that component will be returned to you late, which will impact your 
ability to complete the next step.  Therefore, the penalty for a late assignment is 10% per 
working day.  Late assignments should be submitted to the Department of English Drop Box on 
the 2nd floor of Hagey Hall. If your assignment is lost because you did not follow this procedure, 
you will be responsible for that loss, including the resulting grade.  Electronic or emailed 
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submissions will not be accepted.  Please keep a copy of your assignments and submissions; in the 
case of a lost submission, I will ask you to provide another copy.   
 
I will not accept a final essay later than the last day of classes, except in the case of serious illness 
or another documented emergency.  A doctor’s note is required to avoid a late penalty, and it 
should document serious illness on and for the period directly preceding the due date for 
assignments, or for the entire window of time given for you to complete the take-home final 
exam.   
 
Appointments, email, and voicemail: 
I am always happy to meet with students to discuss course matters, including difficulties with the 
material or upcoming assignments.  Please feel free to come and see me during my office hours, 
make an appointment to meet with me, or send me an email.   
 
If you send me an email, please wait 24 hours before sending me a reminder.  I may not be able 
to respond right away, or I may be looking into the matter on your behalf, but I will get back to 
you as soon as possible.  If you have not received a response after 24 hours, or 48 hours on a 
weekend, please email me again.  Please note that mail from some external email servers, such as 
Hotmail or Yahoo, may be bounced by the university server. 
 
Email should be reserved for relatively simple communication matters, such as brief questions or 
to make an appointment.  If your query will require a longer conversation as in, for example, the 
discussion of a grade or an assignment, please make an appointment to meet with me in person.  
In general, I will not give out marks over email. 
 
Academic Responsibilities: 
 
All academic work occurs in conversation with other scholars, researchers, and writers.  In order to 
insert ourselves into this larger conversation, it is our responsibility to be honest and open about 
where we get our ideas and quotations in order to be absolutely transparent and respectful in our 
scholarly interactions.  If you have any questions or concerns about proper citation methods, 
including quotations, paraphrasing, and references, please see me in advance of the assignment 
due date.  I am happy to help any student clarify the correct procedures. 
  
The Faculty of Arts requires that I provide you with the following information: 
 
Academic Integrity: 

Academic Integrity: In order to maintain a culture of academic integrity, members of 
the University of Waterloo are expected to promote honesty, trust, fairness, respect and 
responsibility. 
Discipline: A student is expected to know what constitutes academic integrity, to avoid 
committing academic offences, and to take responsibility for his/her actions. A student who 
is unsure whether an action constitutes an offence, or who needs help in learning how to 
avoid offences (e.g., plagiarism, cheating) or about “rules” for group work/collaboration 
should seek guidance from the course professor, academic advisor, or the Undergraduate 
Associate Dean. When misconduct has been found to have occurred, disciplinary penalties 
will be imposed under Policy 71 – Student Discipline. For information on categories of 
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offenses and types of penalties, students should refer to Policy 71 - Student Discipline, 
http://www.adm.uwaterloo.ca/infosec/Policies/policy71.htm  
Grievance: A student who believes that a decision affecting some aspect of his/her 
university life has been unfair or unreasonable may have grounds for initiating a grievance. 
Read Policy 70 - Student Petitions and Grievances, Section 4, 
http://www.adm.uwaterloo.ca/infosec/Policies/policy70.htm  
Appeals: A student may appeal the finding and/or penalty in a decision made under 
Policy 70 - Student Petitions and Grievances (other than regarding a petition) or Policy 71 - 
Student Discipline if a ground for an appeal can be established. Read Policy 72 - Student 
Appeals, http://www.adm.uwaterloo.ca/infosec/Policies/policy72.htm 
Academic Integrity website (Arts): 
http://arts.uwaterloo.ca/arts/ugrad/academic_responsibility.html 
Academic Integrity Office (University): http://uwaterloo.ca/academicintegrity/ 

 
Relevant Sections of Policy #71: 
Academic offences shall include, but shall not be limited to, the following: 
• Cheating on examinations, assignments, work term reports, or any other work used to judge 

student performance. Cheating includes copying from another student's work or allowing 
another student to copy from one's own work, submitting another person's work as one's own, 
fabrication of data, consultation with any unauthorized person during an examination or test, 
and use of unauthorized aids. 

• Plagiarism, which is the act of presenting the ideas, words or other intellectual property of 
another as one's own. The use of other people's work must be properly acknowledged and 
referenced in all written material such as take-home examinations, essays, laboratory reports, 
work-term reports, design projects, statistical data, computer programs and research results. 
The properly acknowledged use of sources is an accepted and important part of scholarship. 
Use of such material without complete and unambiguous acknowledgement, however, is an 
offence under this policy.  

• Obtaining by improper means examination papers, tests, or similar materials, or using or 
distributing such materials to others.  

• Submitting an essay, report, or assignment when a major portion has been previously 
submitted or is being submitted for another course without the express permission of all 
instructors involved. 
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Course schedule: 
 
Week Date Events & Assignments Readings  

September 10  Introduction  1 
September 12  • Bishop, “In The Waiting Room” 

(courseware) 
September 17 Essay-Writing 1: Examining the 

text 
• Acheson, Writing Essays About 

Literature. Chapters 1 & 2  
2 

September 19  • Mansfield, “The Garden Party”  
September 24 Essay-Writing 2: Research • Acheson, Writing Essays About 

Literature. Chapters 3 & 4  
3 

September 26  • Whitehead, Sag Harbor 
October 1 Essay-Writing 3: Research & 

Argument Development 
• Acheson, Writing Essays About 

Literature. Chapters 5 & 6  
4 

October 3 Essay Outline Due • Whitehead, Sag Harbor 
October 8 Essay-Writing 4: Composition & 

Writing 
• Acheson, Writing Essays About 

Literature. Chapters 7 & 8 
5 

October 10  • Whitehead, Sag Harbor 
October 15 Essay Thesis Due • Satrapi, Persepolis 6 
October 17  •  Satrapi, Persepolis  
October 22  • Satrapi, Persepolis  7 
October 24  • Hemingway, “Indian Camp,” 

“The End of Something,” “The 
Three-Day Blow” 

October 29 Essay Draft 1 Due 
Essay-Writing 5: Editing 

• Acheson, Writing Essays About 
Literature. Chapters 9 & 10 

8 

October 31  • Hemingway cont’d 
November 5  • Brown, Rubyfruit Jungle 9 
November 7 Essay Draft 2 Due • Brown, Rubyfruit Jungle 
November 12  • Brown, Rubyfruit Jungle 10 
November 14  • Joyce, A Portrait of the Artist as a 

Young Man 
November 19  • Joyce, A Portrait of the Artist as a 

Young Man 
11 

November 21  • Joyce, A Portrait of the Artist as a 
Young Man 

November 26  • Joyce, A Portrait of the Artist as a 
Young Man  

12 

November 28 Final Essay Due 
Writing Portfolios Due 
Final Exam Distributed 

Wrap-up and Conclusion 

** The final exam is due by 12 noon on December 13, 2013. See the assignment 
description for details about how to submit your exam. ** 
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Essay Grading Rubric: 
 
Thought 
Thesis: explicit, original, challenging   
Analysis: complex, logical, clear chain of 
reasoning, specific 
Evidence: supporting quotations and explanations  
Specifics: supporting, relevant, details explained  
Originality: unusual angle, unexpected 
importance 

 /40 

Organization 
Thesis: clearly frames overall argument and each 
paragraph, stays focused throughout essay 
Introduction: establishes thesis, background and 
order of ideas; effective and clear  
Body: develops thesis angles in each paragraph; 
every sentence contributes to the topic/thesis  
Topic sentence: start each paragraph, echo 
thesis, identify and connect the new paragraph 
angle  
Conclusion: rounds off opening argument, 
provides effective closure without introducing new 
ideas 

 /30 

Grammar 
Diction: precision, tone, power, specific, formally 
appropriate  
Punctuation: standard, carefully chosen, 
appropriate usage  
Apostrophes  
Parallelism  
Agreement/reference  
Formality  
Sentence structures  
Modifiers  
Verb tense  
Mechanics: italics, capitals, abbreviations, 
numbers, spelling 

 /10 

Style 
Wordiness: precise, concise diction and 
constructions, non-formulaic sentences 
Repetition: rare and as rhetorical device; not 
from a lack of variety in word choice 
Coordination/subordination/transition: 
used to link ideas and help argument and rhythm 
flow  
Word choice: vivid, appropriate, varied, non-
clichés 
Citation: Proper in-text citation format, and 
bibliographic formatting. 
 

 /20 

Total  /100 
* Rubric adapted from TOGS system developed by Dr. Diana Austin at UNB 
 
 


