
Department of English Language and Literature 

University of Waterloo 

Winter 2011 

 

Course Syllabus for ENGL 108M Youth and Adolescence 

 

Instructor: Ashna Bhagwanani 

Location and Time: DWE (Douglas Wright Engineering Building) Room 3519, Mondays and 
Wednesdays 6:00-7:20 PM 

Office Hours: PAS 1059 Mondays and Wednesdays 4:30-5:30 PM, and by appointment 

 

The course examines the ways in which young protagonists are portrayed by a variety of literary 
genres.  Our goal is to attain a greater understanding of young people and how they adapt to 
social mores; how they grow psychologically; how they interact with society; and how they 
formulate personal goals and expectations.  We will also study some of the basic elements of 
literature and use them to develop our critical reading skills. 

 

Required Texts: Available at the UW Bookstore.  Please use assigned editions to ensure you are 
reading the correct assignment for each week. 

 

1) Dickens, Charles.  Great Expectations.  London: Penguin UK, 2002. 
 

2) Gaiman, Neil.  “How to Talk to Girls at Parties.” (Available online) 
 

3) Rowling, J.K. Harry Potter and the Philosopher’s Stone. Vancouver: Raincoast Books,  
2004. 

      4)   Salinger, J.D. The Catcher in the Rye. New York: Mass Market, 1991.                                 

      5)  Satrapi, Marjane.  Persepolis: The Story of a Childhood.  New York: Knopf Doubleday
 Publishing Group, 2004. 

6)  Twain, Mark. The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn. London: Oxford U P, 1999.                  

 



Recommended Texts:                                           

1) Fowler, H. Ramsey, Jane E. Aaron, and Murray McArthur.  The Little, Brown Handbook.  
6th Edition.  Toronto: Pearson Education, 2010. 
 

2) Gibaldi, Joseph.  MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers 7th Edition.  New York: 
Modern Language Association, 2009. 

 

Student Responsibilities: 

Attendance is mandatory to succeed in this course.  Students must read all assigned materials 
(by the dates specified below) and should come to class ready to discuss the readings 
thoughtfully.  When participating in class, students must remain respectful of others’ opinions. 

 

Note for Students with Disabilities: 

The Office for Persons with Disabilities (OPD), located in Needles Hall (Room 1132) 
collaborates with all academic departments to arrange appropriate accommodations for students 
with disabilities without compromising the academic integrity of the curriculum.  If you require 
academic accommodations to lessen the impact of your disability, please register with OPD at 
the beginning of each term.  

 

Late Policies: 

Classes: Late arrivals to class will be taken into account when calculating participation marks.  
Please make sure that you are on time for all scheduled classes.  If you have a legitimate reason 
for being late (or leaving early), please make sure that you inform me of this. 

Essays: Essays are due at the start of class.  Late papers will be penalized at a rate of 5% for 
the first day and 2% for each additional day – including weekends.  I do not accept papers 
that are more than a week late. Extensions on assignments will be granted only in cases of illness 
or emergency. Please contact me during office hours or via e-mail to make your request.  You 
must provide hard copies of documentation.  
 

Pop-Quizzes: There will be no make-up quizzes for students who are late or absent from class 
on a day a quiz is given.  An exception will be made if you provide me with legitimate 
documentation explaining your absence.   



Mid-Term/Final Exam: There will be no make ups for students who miss the mid-term/ final 
exam (unless you are registered with the OPD). I will only make exceptions for students with 
official documentation that explains their absence.  You must notify me via email in advance 
of the mid-term/final exam. 

 

Academic Integrity: 

In order to maintain a culture of academic integrity, members of the University of Waterloo 
community are expected to promote honesty, trust, fairness, respect and responsibility. Please 
check http://www.uwaterloo.ca/academicintegrity for more information. 
 
 
Discipline: 
 
A student is expected to know what constitutes academic integrity to avoid committing an 
academic offence, and to take responsibility for his/her actions. A student who is unsure whether 
an action constitutes an offence, or who needs help in learning how to avoid offences (e.g. 
plagiarism, cheating) or about ‘rules’ for group work/collaboration should seek guidance from 
the course instructor, academic advisor, or the undergraduate Associate Dean. For information 
on categories of offences and types of penalties, students should refer to Policy 71, Student 
Discipline http://www.adm.uwaterloo.ca/infosec/Policies/policy71.htm  For typical penalties, 
check Guidelines for the Assessment of Penalties at 
http://www.adm.uwaterloo.ca/infosec/guidelines/penaltyguidelines.htm    
 
Please note that I will thoroughly investigate all suspected cases of plagiarism and report 
them to the Associate Dean. 
 
 
Appeals: 
 
A decision made or penalty imposed under Policy 70 (Student Petitions and Grievances) (other 
than a petition) or Policy 71 (Student Discipline) may be appealed if there is a ground. A student 
who believes he/she has a ground for an appeal, should refer to Policy 72 (Student Appeals) 
which can be found at http://www.adm.uwaterloo.ca/infosec/Policies/policy72.htm 
 
 
Grievance: 
 
A student who believes that a decision affecting some aspect of his/her university life has 
been unfair or unreasonable, may have grounds for initiating a grievance. Read Policy 70, 
Student Petitions and Grievances, Section 4 which can be found at 
http://www.adm.uwaterloo.ca/infosec/Policies/policy70.htm. When in doubt, please be 
certain to contact the department’s administrative assistant who will provide further 
assistance. 

http://www.adm.uwaterloo.ca/infosec/Policies/policy71.htm


Course Assignments: 

Participation: In class participation (5%), Pop-Quizzes (5 x 2% = 10%). Each quiz will be three 
short-answer questions related to the week’s readings and the literary concepts studied in class.  
They will be marked in class. 

Essay 1: (15%; about 2.5-3 pages)  

• Assigned essay topics will be distributed in class on Wednesday January 12, 2011. 
• Essay topics will pertain to the first three texts read in class 
• Essays should be prepared in MLA format (double spaced, 12 point font, 1 inch margins, 

no title page, works cited list) 

Mid-Term: (20%) The mid-term exam will take place on February 28, 2011 during class time.  
It will cover the first four texts on the syllabus. 

Essay 2: (5% thesis paragraph; 20% final submission; about 6-7 pages) 

• Assigned essay topics will be distributed in class on Monday February 7, 2011. 
• You will be required to write on two texts, but you cannot write on the same work that 

you used in Essay 1 
• Essays should be prepared in MLA format (double spaced, 12 point font, 1 inch margins, 

no title page, works cited list) 
• You must develop a thesis paragraph (Intro) to be handed in on Wednesday March 2, 

2011. When submitting, you must highlight your thesis statement/sentence. 
• Thesis paragraph will be returned on Monday March 7, 2011with feedback.  Students 

should take my comments into consideration when preparing their final submission.  You 
must hand your thesis statement back in with your final submission. 

Final Exam: (25%) The exam will be scheduled during the exam period and will cover material 
learned throughout the entire course. 

 

2011 Course Schedule: 

DATE ASSIGNMENT IN-CLASS 
Wednesday January 5  Introduction to course 
Monday January 10 Harry Potter and the 

Philosopher’s Stone (p.1-66)  
Harry Potter and the 
Philosopher’s Stone 

Wednesday January 12 Harry Potter and the 
Philosopher’s Stone (p. 66-
158) 

Harry Potter and the 
Philosopher’s Stone  
 
Essay 1 Topics Handed Out 
 



Monday January 17 Harry Potter and the 
Philosopher’s Stone (p.158-
223) 

Harry Potter and the 
Philosopher’s Stone  
 

Wednesday January 19 Persepolis (p. 1-53) Persepolis 
Monday January 24 Persepolis (p. 54-102) Persepolis  
Wednesday January 26 Persepolis (p. 103-151) Persepolis 
Monday January 31 The Adventures of Huck Finn 

(p. 3-48) 
The Adventures of Huck Finn 
 

Wednesday February 2 The Adventures of Huck Finn  
(p. 49-107) 
 

The Adventures of Huck Finn 
 
Essay Topics 2 Handed Out 

Monday February 7 The Adventures of Huck Finn 
(p. 108-155)  

The Adventures of Huck Finn  
 
ESSAY 1 DUE 

Wednesday February 9 The Adventures of Huck Finn 
(p. 156-208) 

The Adventures of Huck Finn 

Monday February 14 The Adventures of Huck Finn 
(p. 209-274) 

The Adventures of Huck Finn 
 

Wednesday February 16 How to Talk to Girls at 
Parties (entire story, about 12 
pages) 

How to Talk to Girls at 
Parties 
 
Essay 1 Returned 

February 21-25 Study for Mid-term, prepare 
Thesis paragraph 

Reading Week (No Classes) 

Monday February 28 Study for Mid-term, prepare 
Thesis paragraph 
  

MID-TERM EXAM 

Wednesday March 2 Great Expectations (p. 1-99) Great Expectations 
 
THESIS PARAGRAPH 
DUE 

Monday March 7 Great Expectations (p. 100-
188) 

Great Expectations 
 
Thesis paragraphs Returned 

Wednesday March 9 Great Expectations (p. 189-
277) 

Great Expectations 

Monday March 14 Great Expectations (p. 278-
366) 

Great Expectations 
 
Mid-Term Returned 

Wednesday March 16 Great Expectations (p. 367-
478) 

Great Expectations 

Monday March 21 Catcher in the Rye (p. 1-52) Catcher in the Rye 
Wednesday March 23 Catcher in the Rye (p.53-104) Catcher in the Rye 

 
ESSAY 2 DUE 

Monday March 28 Catcher in the Rye (p. 105- Catcher in the Rye 



157) 
Wednesday March 30 Catcher in the Rye (p. 158-

214) 
Catcher in the Rye 

Monday April 4 Review for exam Final summation, review of 
course concepts for exam 
 
Essay 2 Returned  

 


