
English 108M: Youth and Adolescence:   HH -280 WF 2:30-3:50pm  

Instructor: George Henry (george.henry@uwaterloo.ca) Office: PAS 2224, Office Hours: WF 
4:00-4:30pm 

 

Course Description: 

This course studies the portrayal of young protagonists as they respond to the mores of adult 
society; their own physical, mental, and psychological development; and the expectations placed 
upon them by themselves and by others. 

Youth:  Period from puberty till the attainment of full growth, between childhood and adult age. 

Adolescence: The period following the onset of puberty during which a young person develops 
from a child into an adult; the condition or state of being adolescent. (OED) 

 

Texts: 

Salinger, J.D. The Catcher in the Rye. 
Twain, Mark. The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn. 
Orson Scott Card. Ender's Game. 
Ernest Hemingway. In Our Time. 
Jane Austen. Emma. 
Engl108M Courseware 
 

Assignments and Evaluation: 

 Pop-Quizzes    25%  (5 at 5% each) 

 Mid-Term    25%  Feb 14th (in-class) 

 Term Paper    25%  Due last day of class (Apr 4th) 

 Final Exam    25%  Date TBD (2.5 hrs- exam week) 

 

Pop-Quizzes (Five, 5% each):  As long as you are doing the work these shouldn’t be anything 
to stress about. They provide me with a quick and straightforward way of assessing your 
attendance, punctuality, participation, and preparedness and offer you the opportunity to show 
me that you are not only reading the texts but also thinking about them productively. Questions 
will be fair but challenging. 

Term Paper (7-9 pages, 12 point, Double-spaced, Times New Roman, MLA format):  An in-
depth critical analysis of a topic relevant to the course materials. More specific details will come 
forth and be discussed as the term progresses. 
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Schedule: 

Week 1:  (Jan 8-10)  “The Myth of Adolescent Culture,” The Adolescent Idea (Chap. 1) 

Week 2:  (Jan 15-17)  “Mimsy Were the Borogoves,” “It’s A Good Life,” Ender’s Game  

Week 3:  (Jan 22-24)  Ender’s Game, The Catcher in the Rye 

Week 4:  (Jan 29-31)  The Catcher in the Rye 

Week 5:  (Feb 5-7)  The Catcher in the Rye, Emma 

Week 6:  (Feb 12-14)  “Introduction to the Puer/Puella Archetype,” Emma, Mid-Term 

Week 7:  (Feb 26-28)  Emma 

Week 8:  (March 5-7)  Movie (TBD), The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn 

Week 9:  (March 12-14) The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn 

Week 10:  (March 19-21) The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn 

Week 11:  (March 26-28) In Our Time   

Week 12:  (April 2-4)  In Out Time (Term Papers due April 4th) 

 

 

Academic Integrity: In order to maintain a culture of academic integrity, members of the University of Waterloo 
are expected to promote honesty, trust, fairness, respect, and responsibility.                                                       
Discipline: A student is expected to know what constitutes academic integrity, to avoid committing academic 
offences, and to take responsibility for his/her actions. A student who is unsure whether an action constitutes an 
offence, or who needs help in learning how to avoid offences (e.g., plagiarism, cheating) or about “rules” for group 
work/collaboration should seek guidance from the course professor, academic advisor, or the Undergraduate 
Associate Dean. When misconduct has been found to have occurred, disciplinary penalties will be imposed under 
Policy 71 – Student Discipline. For information on categories of offenses and types of penalties, students should 
refer to Policy 71 - Student Discipline, http://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat/policies-procedures-guidelines/policy-71. 
Grievance: A student who believes that a decision affecting some aspect of his/her university life has been unfair or 
unreasonable may have grounds for initiating a grievance. Read Policy 70 - Student Petitions and Grievances, 
Section 4, http://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat/policies-procedures-guidelines/policy-70. In addition, 
consult http://arts.uwaterloo.ca/student-grievances-faculty-arts-processes for the Faculty of Arts’ grievance 
processes. Appeals: A student may appeal the finding and/or penalty in a decision made under Policy 70 - Student 
Petitions and Grievances (other than regarding a petition) or Policy 71 - Student Discipline if a ground for an appeal 
can be established. Read Policy 72 - Appeals, http://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat/policies-procedures-
guidelines/policy-72.                                                                                                                                              
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