
English 109: Introduction to Academic Writing 
Section 011, Winter 2018 

 
 
General Information 
 
Instructor: Ian Gibson 
Office: PAS 2218 
Office Hours: Tuesdays and Thursdays, 12:00pm–1:00pm, or by appointment 
Email: igibson@uwaterloo.ca 
 
Class Time: Tuesdays and Thursdays, 1:00pm–2:20pm 
Location: SJ1 3016 
 
Course Description and Objectives 
 
You will likely have heard someone say that communication is an important life skill, that it is a 
necessary part of a good résumé. “Effective communication skills,” however, are claimed by many 
and practiced by few because of the pervasive assumption that “we already know how to 
communicate.” After all, we do it all the time. We do it in texts, in emails, on Facebook, and on 
Twitter. The output of daily written communication has never been greater, so why is there a shared 
sense that the quality of that output is getting worse? It is because communication—and especially 
written communication—is a skill like any other that requires practice and study. 
 
English 109 affords a unique opportunity for just the kind of practice and study in writing that will 
set you on the way to becoming an effective communicator, whether for your time in academia or 
for your career beyond that. More specifically, we will be discussing what constitutes good writing in 
an academic context (and beyond); what it means to adapt your own work to suit different genres 
and audiences; what makes for a persuasive argument; and what it means to draft, revise, and edit 
your work successfully. 
 
Because writing is social act—that is, because it is bound up with certain generic conventions, with 
demands and dictates of style, with certain things that we have agreed, societally, make for a nice 
read—this class will function in part as a workshop where you will have the opportunity to revise, 
discuss, and provide feedback in smaller groups. Here you will have the chance to be a diligent 
reader as well as a careful writer. 
 
Over the course of the term, you will learn and practice the following skills: 
 

• thinking critically and communicating effectively 
• using a variety of strategies for inventing, drafting, and editing texts 
• writing in a variety of academic genres 
• reading critically 
• writing persuasively by effectively employing elements of formal argumentation 
• giving and receiving useful feedback on writing for the purposes of revision 
• communicating to a variety of academic audiences 
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Texts 
 
Ruskiewicz, John and Jay Dolmage. How to Write Anything: A Guide and Reference with Readings, third 
edition. Boston: Bedford St. Martin’s Press, 2016. (Required) 
 
Online readings and resources accessible through the course’s LEARN site (some preliminary 
specifics appear in the schedule below).  
 
Assignments 
 
Participation/Weekly Activities 20% 
Literacy Narrative Assignment  15% 
Evaluation Assignment  20%    
Quotation Assignment   10% 
Argument Assignment   30% 
Final Writing Reflection  5% 
 
Participation/Weekly Activities 
 
It might go without saying that participation includes attendance, but know that the latter only 
constitutes half of your participation grade. It is my expectation that you will show up to every class, 
and also that you will come prepared. For each class, please bring the text(s) with you, complete the 
reading(s), and have an idea or two ready for discussion. The participation grade breaks down as 
follows: 

• 10% Attendance 
• 10% Participation (this includes preparedness for class as well as engagement with 

discussion and in-class activities) 
 
Literacy Narrative Assignment 
 
This assignment is a four- or five-page (about 1,200 words) narration about some aspect of your 
own literacy and the interesting way that you have come upon it. This can be a meditation on a 
particular book series or an anecdote from grade school, but it should form a coherent story about 
how you have come to be the writer that you are. You will be evaluated on your ability to employ 
the narrative skills and conventions that we discuss in class. 
I will post a more complete assignment description to LEARN. 
 
Evaluation Assignment 
 
This assignment is a five-page (about 1,500 words) evaluation of a book or an event. We will be 
looking at two examples of literary evaluations (we might even call them reviews) in order to get a 
better sense of what this will look like, but really it amounts to assessing a book that you have read 
or an event that you have attended/witnessed. You will be assessed on your ability to employ the 
skills and conventions that we discuss in class. 
I will post a more complete assignment description to LEARN. 
 



Quotation Assignment 
 
This exercise will function as an aid to your argument assignment. For the quotation assignment, 
which should only be about a page or two (300–500 words) in length, you will create a document 
that offers a short summary of one of the course readings. Then you will paraphrase one key point 
from the reading. And finally, you will use one key quote from that reading in a sentence of your 
own. Please label each part of the document appropriately as “Summary,” “Paraphrase,” or 
“Quotation.” The idea here is to select the reading that you would like to use for your argument 
assignment, and start thinking about how you might approach it. Proper citation will be important 
part of this assignment. 
 
Argument Assignment 
 
This assignment is a five-page (about 1,500 words) paper on one of the readings that we will cover 
in class. Here you will select one of the six “example” readings and use that work to make an 
argument. This might be just about anything you like, so long as it is specific, persuasive, and it 
makes use of evidence in the form of secondary sources. You will need to run this topic by me 
before beginning to work on the paper. Please aim to come to my office hours at some point 
before March 20th to chat. This is not a formal discussion; just make sure you have an idea ready. 
I will post a more complete assignment description to LEARN. 
 
Final Writing Reflection 
 
This assignment is a wrap-up of the work that you will have done throughout the course. Here you 
will create a two-page (about 500 words) document that addresses what you have learned from the 
process of writing and revising in different forms. You should then say a little about how you intend 
to apply these lessons to future writing projects. The focus of this exercise is more on the process 
that led to your final essays than on the finished products themselves. It is an opportunity to think 
about what skills you have acquired and even what you might like to improve upon. 
 
Course Policies 
 
Late Work 
 
I will deduct late marks in the amount of 3% per day, including weekends. Work more than one 
week late will not be accepted. Exceptions will only be made for illness or emergencies, provided 
proper documentation is submitted to the course instructor.  
 
Please check the syllabus for all due dates. 
 
Absences 
 
You must attend all classes. Attendance will be taken at all class sessions. Students who miss more 
than two classes are in danger of a failing participation grade. Always bring your course book, 
How to Write Anything, to class. 
 
Electronic Devices 



 
No cell phones in class, please. If you have it with you, turn it off and put it away. When writing 
in class, you will do so with a pen and paper (or a computer that can be opened and used only when 
we are writing). If you are asked to bring work to class, you must bring it in hard copy, not just on 
your computer. 
 
Academic Integrity 
 
In order to maintain a culture of academic integrity, members of the University of Waterloo 
community are expected to promote honesty, trust, fairness, respect and responsibility. 
 
Discipline: A student is expected to know what constitutes academic integrity, to avoid committing 
academic offenses, and to take responsibility for his/her actions. A student who is unsure whether 
an action constitutes an offense, or who needs help in learning how to avoid offenses (e.g., 
plagiarism, cheating) or about “rules” for group work/collaboration should seek guidance from the 
course professor, academic advisor, or the Undergraduate Associate Dean. When misconduct has 
been found to have occurred, disciplinary penalties will be imposed under Policy 71 – Student 
Discipline. For information on categories of offenses and types of penalties, students should refer to 
Policy 71 – Student Discipline. 
 
Grievance: A student who believes that a decision affecting some aspect of his/her university life 
has been unfair or unreasonable may have grounds for initiating a grievance. Read Policy 70 – 
Student Petitions and Grievances, Section 4. 
 
Appeals: A student may appeal the finding and/or penalty in a decision made under Policy 70 – 
Student Petitions and Grievances (other than regarding a petition) or Policy 71 – Student Discipline 
if a ground for an appeal can be established. Read Policy 72 - Student Appeals. 
 
Other useful information can be found via the Office of Academic Integrity, here: 
https://uwaterloo.ca/academic-integrity/ 
 
Accommodations 
 
We will all need some accommodations in this class, because we all learn differently. If you need 
specific accommodations, let me know. We will make an effort to ensure that all students have 
multiple means of accessing class information, multiple ways to take part in class activities, and 
multiple avenues for being assessed on class work. The AccessAbility Services office, located in 
Needles Hall Room 1132, collaborates with all academic departments to arrange appropriate 
accommodations for students with disabilities without compromising the academic integrity of the 
curriculum. 
 
Your success in this class is important to me. If there are circumstances that may affect your 
performance, please let me know as soon as possible so that we can work together to develop 
strategies for adapting assignments to meet both your needs and the requirements of the course. 
 
Resources 
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The Writing and Communication Centre 
 
The Writing and Communication Centre works across all faculties to help students clarify their 
ideas, develop their voices, and communicate in the style appropriate to their disciplines. Writing 
and Communication Centre staff offer one-on-one support in planning assignments, using and 
documenting research, organizing papers and reports, designing presentations and e-portfolios, and 
revising for clarity and coherence. You can make multiple appointments throughout the term, or 
drop in at the Library for quick questions or feedback. To book a 50-minute appointment and to see 
drop-in hours, visit https://uwaterloo.ca/writing-and-communication-centre/. Group appointments 
for team-based projects, presentations, and papers are also available. 
 
Please note that communication specialists guide you to see your work as readers would. They can 
teach you revising skills and strategies, but will not change or correct your work for you. Please bring 
hard copies of your assignment instructions and any notes or drafts to your appointment. 
 
Tentative Schedule 
 
Please note that the following schedule is subject to some adjustment. Students will be informed 
ahead of time in the event of any changes to the schedule. 
 
HTWA = How to Write Anything 
 

Date Reading Notes, Assignments, 
Activities 

Unit 1: Narration   
Thursday January 4th Syllabus Course introduction and 

overview 
   
Tuesday January 9th HTWA, “Chapter 1: 

Narratives” 
 

Thursday January 11th  Marilynne Robinson, “When I 
Was a Child” 

 

   
Tuesday January 16th  Kurt Vonnegut, “Teaching the 

Unteachable” 
 

Thursday January 18th HTWA, “Chapter 36: Peer 
Editing” 
 
HTWA, “Chapter 35: Revising 
Your Own Work” 

Due in class: Draft of 
Literacy Narrative Assignment 

Interlude (Unit 1.5): Style, 
Composition, Grammar 

  

Tuesday January 23rd  HTWA, “Part 9 (Chapters 51–
61): Common Errors” 

 

Thursday January 25th (Cont’d) HTWA, “Part 9 
(Chapters 51–61): Common 
Errors” 

Due: Literacy Narrative 
Assignment 
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Unit 2: Evaluation   
Tuesday January 30th HTWA, “Chapter 4: 

Evaluations” 
 

Thursday February 1st  (Cont’d) HTWA, “Chapter 4: 
Evaluations” 

 

   
Tuesday February 6th  David Foster Wallace, 

“Consider the Lobster” 
 

Thursday February 8th Harold Bloom, “Cormac 
McCarthy: Blood Meridian” 

 

   
Tuesday February 13th HTWA, “Chapter 44: 

Incorporating Sources into 
Your Work” 
 
HTWA, “Chapter 45: 
Documenting Sources” 
 
HTWA, “Chapter 46: MLA 
Documentation and Format” 

 

Thursday February 15th (Cont’d) HTWA, “Chapter 
44: Incorporating Sources into 
Your Work” 
 
HTWA, “Chapter 45: 
Documenting Sources” 
 
HTWA, “Chapter 46: MLA 
Documentation and Format” 

Due in class: Draft of 
Evaluation Assignment 

   
Tuesday February 20th Reading Break (No Class) 

 
 

Thursday February 22nd  Reading Break (No Class)  
Interlude (Unit 2.5): Writing 

Workshop and Summary 
  

Tuesday February 27th Edgar Allan Poe, “The Tell-
Tale Heart” 

 

Thursday March 1st (Cont’d) Edgar Allan Poe, 
“The Tell-Tale Heart” 

Due: Evaluation Assignment 

Unit 3: Research and 
Argument 

  

Tuesday March 6th HTWA, “Chapter 3: 
Arguments” 

 

Thursday March 8th Ta-Nehisi Coates, “The First 
White President” 

 

   



Tuesday March 13th Thomas King, “Too Heavy to 
Lift” 

 

Thursday March 15th HTWA, “Chapter 42: 
Summarizing Sources” 
 
HTWA, “Chapter 43: 
Paraphrasing Sources” 
 
And for review: HTWA, 
“Chapter 44: Incorporating 
Sources into Your Work” 

 

   
Tuesday March 20th HTWA, “Chapter 37: 

Beginning Your Research” 
 
HTWA, “Chapter 38: Finding 
Print and Online Sources” 
 
HTWA, “Chapter 40: 
Evaluating Sources” 

Due: Quotation Assignment 

Thursday March 22nd HTWA, “Chapter 23: Writer’s 
Block” 
 
HTWA, “Chapter 25: 
Strategies” 

 

Coda (Unit 3.5): Style, 
Composition, Grammar II 

  

Tuesday March 27th A discussion of some stylistic, 
compositional, and 
grammatical issues 

Due in class: Draft of 
Argument Assignment 

Thursday March 29th A discussion of some stylistic, 
compositional, and 
grammatical issues 

 

   
Tuesday April 3rd  TBA Due: Argument Assignment 

Due: Final Writing Reflection 
 


